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A WVELEE PRINCE, 


NoRMAN O'Connor, who had with 
the most inquisitive and scrutinizing 
looks, been examining Stratton whilst 

he passed from the guard-room to the 
draw. bridge, having watched him out 
of sight, asked of me, in a tone of voice 
and manner that betrayed he had strong 
suspicions of the stranger's not being 
wholly unknown to him, who that sol- 
dier was? I may not inform you,” 
replied I; then willing to turn the sub- 
jet of discourse alike from Stratton 
and this sudden change in Lancaster s 
Vor. I, | "Os 
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determination, I lamented the unlucky 
prevention to his following the track of 
Blanche. If this affair should termi- 
nate amicably,” replied he in a some- 
what contemptuous accent, though t 
do not question but that yourself and 
Lord Lancaster will exert every means 
to recover the lady, yet I will with un- 
remitting ardour scour the country 
round, and pledge myself to restore 
ber. a | 
Brave, trusty, and confident,” re- 
plied I; but do you know the person 
of the Lady Blanche ?˙ Perfectly,“ re. 
turned Norman, yet I never 'beheld 
her but once; then it was I first saw 
Fou. I was at St. Peter's, Thorney 
Island, the night when the late Lord 
Lancaster's corpse was brought for in- 
terment. I chanced to enter the Abbey, 
at the awful and interesting moment 
when, enwrapped in flowing sables, she 
sunk on the bier, atwarth the breathless 
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body of her father; nor the uncommon - 
appearance of the habiliments of the 
dead, the mysterious presenting of the 
rubies to Lord D'Spencer, the expres- 
sions of amazement and prying whispers' 
around me, the presence of the Reve- 
rend Consistory, or. the solemn and 
somewhat unusual mode of performing 
the burial service; not all the sad and 
mournful pomp of sepulchering the 
illustrious departed, could detach my 
attention from the interesting orphan; 

her tears, her silent grief, and stolem 
looks of filial sorrow, infuged into my 
breast such a mixture of reverence and 
devotion, that I could have cleaved the 
throng, and fallen prostrate to worship 
her, with sentiments of Furs 8 | 
love.” a” F 


+ 1 3 it - MH# I} TA IKA 
His eyes, which had never wandered 
from the camp; were now bent on 
Stratton, whom we discernedadvancing 
towards the fortress, attended on his 
42 | 
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way by an escort of infantry. Norman 
drew from the balustrade over which 
we had been leaning, and went with 
others to meet him. Again we ad- 
journed to the guard-room, and there 
Stratton communicated to Lancaster 
and-myself the result of his embassy. 


«You will by this see, said he, pre- 
senting a parchm ent sealed and signed, 
that his Highness accedes to all you 
require as terms of capitulation, but 
demands your immediate attendance, 
there at his feet to lay your arms, ac- 
knowledge his sovereignty, and renew 
your oath of allegiance; that indis- 
pensable duty performed, you are free 
as air—witness his hand.“ Did he 
use threats ? asked Montford. None,“ 
replied Stratton, except declaring, that 
had you not adopted this timely sub- 
mission, he would $20ner have suffered 
you to perish by the sword or famine 
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than have raised the siege.“ It is need- 
less to recapitulate the redundancy of 
objections and resolutions advanced and 
adopted by Lancaster to counteract 
and render null what had been per- 
formed; suffi ce it to say, Stratton and 
myself, by dint of persuasion, at length 
fairly triumphed over his reluctance, 
and gained his free permission to ac- 
quaint the garrison with his intentions 
of surrendering to the King, accom- 
panied by strict assurances, that the 
first and most essential articles were 
the securing to the revolted their lives, 
possessions, and liberties. Summoning 
the little share of penetration to me 
given, I closely marked the effect this 
unexpected declaration had on the 
troops, and discovered that whilst ex- 
pressing unbounded loyalty and attach. 
ment to Montford, their thoughts in- 
voked fervent blessings on * humane | 
intercessor. 
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ſrown, he alone was silent, he alone 
drooped at talk of accommodation. 
From this I augured that his heart was 
far from being cast in the best of Na- 
ture's mould; for who, except the ꝑprin- 
cipal in this controversy, should have 
been averse to a reconciliation ? Per- 
ceiving that he dared even stop Lan- 
caster in his progress to the out-works, 
I hastily interposed, lest, by a breath, 
he should overturn the glorious fabric 
we had raised, and ere&t on its ruins 
the destructive pile of anarchy. Some- 
What harshly, I desired him to fall back 
| and let Lord Lancaster pass. As un- 
used to reproof, he started at this stern 
repulse, his dark brows contracted to 
a.dreadful menace; instead of retreat. 
ing he advanced, and to Montford 
sajd, My Lord, I do most solemnly 
beseech you to harken, and at least 
digest my counsel; suffer me to head 


LLEWELLIN: 7 


a chosen corps, and, under pretence 
of respectful ceremony, attend you be- 
yond the ravines, and there halt, to be in 
readiness, in ease that all goes not well. 
Let me intreat you also to conceal 
beneath your vests, poniards, the arms 
you bear openly you must throw at the 
besiegers feet. I have met with treason 
in similar circumstances, and I now 
swear to you all here assembled, that I 
suspect most foul treachery—not in 
the mediator, but in the enemy. | 


Lancaster, either to prove to Strat. 
ton the unlimited confidence he placed 
in his sincerity, and his abhorrence bf 
listening to any surmise that militated 
against the rooted integrity he was 
sure was planted in his breast, or ra- | 
ther, pursuant to the. ardency of his 
disposition, for having once embraced 
a measure as expedient, he was ever un- 
willing to harken to any improvement 
of his plans, replied, © No, no, I judge 
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1 
of their good faith by my own, and will 
not employ artifices unworthy of us, 


and unavailing should the enemy me- 
. ditate perfidy.* Stratton, who had stood 


apart musing on what Norman had 


started, drew Montford and myself 
aside, and in a low tone advised us to 
adopt this feint; it could, he said, be no 
infringement of the terms, and tho' this, 
he was certain, was but a panic it were 
well to be prepared for what might be- 
fall. Stratton's voice now operated like 
a sacred charm over Montford. With- 
out reply, he ordered Norman to select 
a well armed troop, and station himself 
in readiness to act, should any shew of 
violence on the part of the Royalists 


drive him to emergency. 


8 Preliminaries finally adjusted, "9H 
caster and myself, with a train of forty, 
each u earing daggers beneath our vests, 
and holding reversed javelins in our 
hands, marched forth and made towards 
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his Highness's camp, before. which, in 
battle array, were drawn the royal 
forces. Montford, casually meeting 
Edward's reproachful glance, the whirl- 
wind of indignation rose within him, 
and he would have retreated, but that 
Stratton, who walked between us, urged 
him to go through with his triumph. 
We now joined the adverse party. Lan- 
easter in zullen majesty stepped for. 
ward, and not deigning to speak, bent 
his knee; I did so like wise, and our fol- 
lowers imitated their leaders example; 
delivering up their weapons to the at- 
tending officers, they bowed their heads 
in token of submission, and sunk upon 
the ground. At the instant, a loud 
acclamation burst forth; we looked up, 
and, to our utter astonishment, beheld 
a numerous band, wield off and totally 
environ us; they accompanied the bran. 
dishing their swords with rending cries 
of Surrender! and Live the Sove- 
reign !* 1 2 a 

| | AS | 
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Frantic, and totally thrown off my 


guard by this vile act of unwarrantable 


duplicity, I gave the concerted signal 


to our soldiers, and at a stroke, we 
tore the poniards from their lurking 
places, resolving to make a manful re- 


sistance-against the base and cowardly 


attempts of our betrayers. My inward 
sense sbrunk from all conjectures rela- 


tive to what part Stratton had borne 
in this iniquitous attack ;—his conduct 
would not bear a comment; that he 
had trepanned us into this snare was 
demonstrable, but whether wilfully or 
unpremeditated, remained in doubt. 


Recovered from his first amazement, 


he drew his sword, and, in a voice that 


thundering appalled even Edward, who. | 


had hastily fell back, he denounced 


exemplary punishment on the King, 


that had thus made him the servile tool 
to answer his purposes, and decoy the 


Victims within. his toils. Lord Leices- 
ter, Who commanded the left wing, 
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stopt his further speech, by motioning 


Mortimer to apprehend the audacious 


rebel. This airy fopling, in form 
another Paris, mounted on a cream- . 
coloured courser, obeyed the General, 
and pranced towards the Ajax-built 
warrior, who stood to receive him for- 
midably prepared; but when approach. 
ed within two or three feet, hesuddenly 
sprung aside, and grasping with his: 
hand the slender ancle of the effemi. 
nate courtier, he jerked him from his 
seat, and vaulting high, pitched into the 
saddle. This singular exploit was suc- 


ceeded by deeds that stamped his words 
with truth, and not only proved that 


he abhorred the foul breach of compact, 
but had been an egregious dupe of the 


perfidious Edward. This relation hath. 


occupied many words, but you must 

conceive it the work of a minute. We 

been irreparably secured had not 

the vigilant Norman, with his com. 

pany, seen the transaction and flown to 
| A. 6. | 
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dur ſ aid. Unknown to us, he had pro- 
vided each of his own men with arms 
_-. 8ufficient for themselves and us; these 
being quickly distributed, a fierce and 
bloody sk irmish ensued. Stratton rush- 
ed like a meteor through the battle, and 
where he chanced to strike gave death; 
twice at the eminent hazard of his life 
he saved Montford from the blade of 
= the adversary, twice he rescued me 
= from captivity, and Providence alone 
= interposed to snatch Edward from his 
arm; unhorsed, he fell, and would have 
| breathed his last beneath the bloody 
steel of Stratton, but for the aid of his 
brother Kent, who, when he had placed 
tue King in safety, returned and dealt 
aà⁊ blow on his antagonist's crest that 
snapped the spring, and caused it to 
fall to the ground; at the same instant, 
Kent's horse being pierced in the flank 
dy an arrow, darted off, and carried 
bim to a stagnant lake hard by, into 
_ which, mad with the agonies of pain, 


—= — = - By 
— 2 „ „4 It ow — — — — — 
» w w- - 


* 


3 traits, his lips quivered, his whole body 
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he plunged with his rider. Stratton's 
head being now defenceless many were 
the points aimed, but which, with ad- 
mirable dexterity, he warded off by 
the wielding of his ample buckler until 
he gained a helmet by the death of 
Arundel. Whilst ranging over the field 
in search of Edward, he perceived at 
some distance Norman struggling un- 
der the combined force of three sol- 
diers; unavailing were his utmost ef- 
forts to recover the advantage of foot - 
ing; he must have yielded to superio- 
rity of numbers, and resigned his life 
or liberty, when Stratton struck two 
senseless, and the third retired. Nor- 
man intending to express, by a fleeting 
look, his gratitude to his preserver, 
turned his eyes upon him, for the 
casque he had won had lost its beaver; 
a crimson flood mounted to Norman's 
cheeks, at sight of the well known 


trembled, and he stood the image of 
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' amazement. Stratton heedirig him not, 


spurred his steed with the point of his 
lance, and rushed forwards, levelling 
and dispersing all that came in contact 


with his furious progress. 


© By what strange enchantment is 
Godfrey sent hither !' cried Norman 


to me, in the accent of doubt and 


astonishment, supposing that I had 
been, from our intimacy, acquainted 
with Stratton's real quality. Curiosity 


prompted me to question, and gain 


what I so ardently wished to know; 
but honour forbad it, and restrained 
my speech. Stratton had promised to 
reveal past circumstances himself, and 
I determined to wait his own time. 


Mearied with their fraitless endea- 
vours to apprehend us, and mortified 
at the extensive carnage among their 
men, occasioned by our intrepid re- 
sistance, the enemy concentrated their 


— 
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force, and bearing down upon us, 
made Stratton, myself, and several of 
our followers prisoners; another body 
also gathered round Lancaster, but 


the undaunted hero broke from their 


hold, and hurled the soldier to the 
earth that stretched forth his presump- 
tuous hand to seize him; he fought 
until, faint and exhausted with loss of 
blood, he sunk in a swoon on their ex- 
tended shields, admired and lamented 
even by those that had experienced the 
terrors of his prowess. 


Oppressed with excessive weakness, 
for my wounds smarted grievously, 
and were sorely galled by the broken 
pieces of iron fretting against them, 
my coat of mail being miserably hack- 
ed; parched with thirst, and covered 
with streaming gore, I was bound upon 
a horse, together with Stratton, in the 
same mangled condition; and Lancas- 
ter also, the anguish of Whose wounds 
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= had recalled his scattered senses. By 
0 Lord Leicester's direction we were es- 
corted by a numerous band of soldiers, 
and in solemn procession proceeded for 
Worcester, the Castle whereof, hitherto 
Lancaster's palace, was now destined 
to be his prison. Ere yet we quitted 
the ensanguined scene of guile and 
ha vock, or the thick shade of sickness 
wholly dimmed my failing sight, for 
strength gradually forsook my harassed 
frame, I turned towards the fortress 
we were quitting. With unbounded 
vehemence and desperate fury, Nor- 
man had cut a passage through his op- 
posers and gained the bridge, which 
being lowered, he re- crossed, and 
raised it after him. He was standing 
on the brink of the fosse when our eyes 
met; by an empassioned gesture he 
commanded my further attention; fer- 
vently clasping his hands across his 
breast, he half bent his knee, then 
pointing to the Castle, shook his lance 
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in defiance at the enemy. By this ex- 
1 pressive language I understood that he 
wished me to rely upon his unremitted 
zeal and inviolable -fidelity to our 
cause. | 


Alas! upon reflection, how did 1 
mourn my Emma, thus deserted and 
abandoned to all the horrors of encom- 
passing death, pillage, and slaughter! 
My soul expanded to Norman, implor- 
ing him to extend his assistance and 
protection to my suffering sister.— 
Blanche then recurred to my tortured 
imagination, exposed to the lawless 
brutality of unprincipled hirelings.— 
Woe crowded on woe, each more 
poignant than its fellow. Awilddelirium 
fastened upon my brain, the agonies of 
wy burning wounds overpowered me, 
and a welcome trance gave * ta 
my misery. 
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When I awoke from this transitory 
sleep I discovered myself beset by se. 
vera! ferocious soldiers, who, long ha- 
bituated to every act of inhumanity, 
were, regardless of my pitiable condi- 
tion, bearing me along a corridor lead- 
ing to a larger gallery, on the ground 
floor, from which branched, in diffe. 
rent directions, extensive suits of 
chambers; these, during the life time 
of the late Earl of Lancaster, were 
appropriated to the reception of 
prisoners of war. Over the English 
forces he had been some time chief, 
under Edward I. during the process of 
the intestine disturbances; and his 
zeal to the cause wherein he had en- 
gaged, inclined him to convert this 
fortress, which. he seldom visited, 
into a hold of confinement for those 
Scotch foes, or Welch patriots, that had 


been made captives by . or vas- 
als, 
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Figure me now, my friend, stretched, 
half expiring, in a room, if such it 
might be termed, despoiled of not only 
every ornament, but the trifling con- 
veniences with which Montford had 
lately decorated this sweep of apart- 
ments. No tapes:ry to screen the 
naked mouldings from the eye, or me- 
liorate the chill vapours steaming from 
the humid walls. Light and air, those 
choicest blessings of Heaven, were here 
utterly debarred the wretched prizoner. 
The casements, by a refinement on se. 
verity, being high, small, and grated. 
There needed not these precautions, 
for the situation of these rooms defied 
all chance of escape. In an angle 
of the. apartment I beheld a hearth, 
which, from its being hung thick with 
cobwebs, inclosing their ingenious 
weavers, seemed long since it had felt 
the cheering blaze of warmth. To con- 
clude the gloomy description of my 
prison, the only layer my aching limbs 


had to rest on, were a few joined 
planks, raised within three feet of the 
ground. l BY 
Thus, then, I remained in a restless 
state of pain, sadness, and despon- 
_ dency for the space of a quarter of an 


jecture, much longer than the first, 
again bereft me of sense and motion. 
But, oh! how can I describe to thee 
my just feelings, when opening my 
eyes I discerned, on one side, Roper 
Lord Dacre, and on the other the elder 
D'Spencer's physician, the good and 
benevolent Hubert, leaning beside me 
with sympathizing looks of pity and 


3 my senses they had stript me of my 
shattered armour, poured balm into 

my lacerated wounds, bound them, and 
| laid me in a bed furnished with every 
__ requisite comfort ; the walls were co. 
1 vered with hangings, a matting was 


hour, when a second swoon, as I con- 
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condolence. During the privation of 


— 
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f bell over the floor, a a grated case- 
ment was thrown open, and the late 
noisome dungeon was now brilliantly il- 
lumined by the spirit-exhilarating 
flames of burning faggots. The trans- 
ports of wonder and gratitude that I 

experienced at that never to be. torgot- 
ten moment, on learning that, whilst 
plunged in such calamitous circum- 
stances, I still could  boast a friend 
among the prosperous and affluent, I 
would not have bartered to have been 
hailed monarch of the world. Yet a 
damp to my rapturous sensations soon 
occurred when, from myself, I wan- 
dered to my ill-fated fellow. captives; 
but, in reply to my solicitous interro- 
gations, on understanding that they 
had also been visited by Hubert, and 
were comparatively in a far more happy 

condition, in bodily state and 8urround- 
ing ease, than myself, my ecstacy 
knew no bounds. 
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Lord Dacre had often given proofs 
of attachment to me from a boy, and 
even deigned to court a reciprocity of 
esteem ; but being then in the zenith 
of rank, potency, and' affluence, I re- 
prehensibly slighted his kind advances, 
and, to my shame, never truly re- 
turned his friendship till now. Altho' 
by this indulgent condescension he in- 
cCurred the royal displeasure, yet he 

persisted in affording support to the 
disgraced sufferer. And Hubert, too, 
regardless of remuneration, or the 
fickle smiles of courtly favour, to speed 
to us on the first intimation of our dis- 
astrous overthrow, and practise the 
full extent of his skill and humanity in 
assuag ing the pangs of the distressed! 
For the space of three weeks this gene- 
rous excellent pair suecessively divided. 
their beneficent diligence; ' day and 


1 night, equally between my wretched: 


associates and myself, nor quitted us 
until our health was totally established. 
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But, in an interval of my convalescence, 
the second week of our durance, Mont- 
ford, maugre the experience of skill 
and assiduous care, fell isto a relapse, 
which terminated in a quartan fever. 
Hubert, on this occasion, wholly con- 
fined himself to his apartment, and 
Dacre kindly lightened my heavy hours 
by granting me, at certain intervals, 
his society: in one of these meetings 
our converse turned upon the un» 
fortunate battle 'of Kenilworth, in 
the mention of Which he dropped 
the name of Godfrey; understanding 
by this that Stratton's secret was 
not alone confined to Norman; the 
prevention to my inquiries was done 
away, without deserving the imputa- 
tion of prying curiosty, and I asked 
what or who is this Godfrey? Know 
you not, replied he, then in all like. 
lihood you are unacquainted with the 
circumstances that took place between 
his Highness and this man, to whom 
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you and others give the appellation of 
Stratton ?' On professing my entire 
ignorance, he rejoined, when he ap. 
peared within our lines, as declared 
pacificator between thyself, Lancaster, 
and the Sovereign, he was, straight 
conducted to his Highness, then but 
just retired to his tent. Being intro- 
duced in form, thy harbinger, in a 
copious flow of impressive and perti- 
nent language, which marked, him not 
only an able master of his subject, but 
likewise warmly interested for the suc- 
cess of his mission, stated particulars, 
and concluded by laying at Edward's 
feet the parchment containing the 
terms which, if agreed to, the garrison 
was immediately to have surrendered 
to the besiegers; but the King, with 
most unbecoming warmth, only re- 
plied by indecorously ordering him to 
be haled from his presence, accom- 
panying this injunct ion with an appal- 
ling oath, comprehending his firm in- 
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tent to root the very stems of the race 
of Lancaster from the earth, and that 
u hosoever henceforth pronounced the 
name of Montford in his hearing 
should be deemed a factious rebel. Of 
no avail were the conciliatory repre- 
sentations, both of the official mediator 
er the attending nobles; he was deaf to 
all argumentative persuasion, and 
launching into a fresh sea of frenzy, 
persisted in declaring his fixed xesolu- 
tion to reduce the besieged to a dead - 
lift, either by sword or famine. Again 
he commanded the guards to bear 
away the peace- maker, lest by insulting 
him with his longer stay he should for- 
get the sanctity of his office, and wreck 


his vengeance first upon him. Strat. 


ton, as retiring from the tent, replied, 
in a loud voice, that Edward and the 
soldiery without might catch the words, 
* I go, but there is a man who, on my 
return from this un prosperous under- 
taking, will, heedless of opposition, 
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rouse a nation, powerful, warlike, and 


efficacious, that at their leader's call 


will ravage their way to Kenilworth, 
and contest thy power, to procure Lan- 
caster's emancipation by force of arms. 
Conduct me back.“ . 


Rest!“ exclaimed the desertless 
Prince, who fell on a sudden from his 
summit of ranting extravagance to the 
depth of the most ahject timidity, on the 
hearing of this menace delivered in a 
steady, calm, though exalted tone.— 
* Say, what is this lofty auxiliary to 


the revolted Lancaster? demanded Ed- 


ward, quitting his tent, and advancing 
to Stratton. He is a man,” replied 
the other, whom, shouid his life be 
put in competition with that of the 
gallant Lancaster, I shall ever execrate, 
for to Montford am I united by the 
links of gratitude. This redoubted 
chief, and thy sworn enemy, though 
now forgotten and unknown, is, if he 
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will exert his powers, strong and pu- 
issant; he challenges dread, though 


now existing in obscurity; dauntless 


and aspiring, though depressed in tors» 


tunes: his princely heart swells with 


indignant ire against England and its 
more | hated Sovereign; though long 
condemned to a life of seclusion, by a 


chain of calamitous events, yet his re- 


tirement but serves to perfect a project 
whereby a sure and mortal stroke is 
not only pointed at the promoting a 
general insurrection in a most impor- 
tant part of your Highness's territories, 
but also to aim a blow at your life.“ 


Confused sounds arose among the 
concourse; each looked at the other 
with whisperings of conjecture who was 
this august and terror striking foe.— 
The King, after a length of silence, 
that fully betrayed the wretched pue- 
rility of his nature, suddenly empowered 
me to detain the insulting and presum- 
B 2 ; 
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ing caitiff that, as he said, had thus 
dared to instil apprehensions into the 
royal breast. This contemptible al- 
ledgment to authorize a breach of ho. 
nour, could not but raise an universal 
smile, which he perceiving, his frothy. 
rage became unbounded, and throw- 
ing off every trait of decorum, he 
turned upon Stratton, and exclaimed, 
If thou dost not reveal to me, without 
further hesitation, who-is this lurking 
boaster, thou shalt, within the space 
of three minutes, be hung on a tree 
bigh as the minorets of Kenilworth.” 
« Thy purpose will be duly answered,“ 
calmly replied the other, “ if J were 
suspended from a tree seven feet in 
height; easier it would be also to find; 
for as I am in stature but six feet, three 
inches space between me and the ground 
will quately fulfil the spirit of. your 
sentence.“ Perfect silence reigned, 

and Edward looked as to say, should I 
not brain this arrogant scoffer ? when 


% 


OO LLEWELLIY, | 29 


Stratton, in a more elevated n 
proceeded: 


10 If you accord the Earls of Cornwall 
and Lancaster with their adherents, 
your grant to quit the fortress of Ke- 
nilworth, and secure to them their 
lives, liberties, and effects, I pledge 
myzelf, in the face of Heaven and you 
all, to deliver into your power the 
above mentioned hostile chieftain, far 


more detrimental to your personal se- 


curity, and the quietude of your realm, 
than any intestine disturber, howsoever 
mighty.” He stopt, and Edward pon- 
dered; on his breath hung thy exist- 
ence, for had he slighted this challenge 
thou wert doomed to undergo the hor- 
rorsof a blockade, when to fly from the 


pains of hunger within thou must have 


perished by the blade without; for as 

it proved, this unexpected resource of 

Stratton's was but an impotent boast; 

though transcendantly generous, yet 
B 3 


venturing to the utmost expansion of 


to ensnare the easy credulity of the 


other pause ensued, and expectation 


deliver to our jurisdiction this so for- 
midable warrior, who, as thou hast 
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vain-glory, he fixed upon this measure 


monarch he had to deal with, avert 
the impending glade that hung over 
Kenilworth; and though he delivered 
himself up to apparently inevitable de- 
struction, yet he counted it nothing 
when compared to the prolonging of 
your lives. © Admitting we were to 
acc ede to this proposal, what security 
can J have for the just performance of 
your promise ? demanded Edward.— 
«« Name the security your Highness 
would exact ?” retorted Stratton. An- 


Stood on tip-toe. Edward then conti- 
nued, If thou dost not, within twelve 
hours after the evacuation of yon castle, 


openly charged, is circumventing plans 
to wrest my being, and endanger the 
state of this realm, thy head, with those 
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of Lancaster and Cornwall, shall 'be 


raised to the steep of Pomfret's Tower; 


and for their partizans that compose 
the disaffected garrison, their dissect. 
ed quarters shall lord it over the chief 
cities in our realm.” * Agreed,” re- 


| plied Stratton, “yet one word more, 


and you shall know the name, — l must 
receive the free exoneration from all 
former misdeeds attached to tbe be- 
sieged, in writing, witnessed by your 
Barons and your soldiers, impressed 


with your royal signet, and signed by 


your Highness's hand.” This bold and 
unprecedented exaction caused no 
small consternation and eagerness 
to learn who was this peremptory 
stranger, that thus nobly stood upon 
an insisture of stipulation which the 


most potent Baron of the realm would 


not have hazarded the advancing; his 


strange and uncouth arms had, at first, 


caused general risibility among the 
trimly appointed soldiery, but his com- 
B 4 
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manding and expressive countenance, 
joined to this stedfast maintaining of 
kis design, attracted universal admira- 
tion. Edward, whose first and prin- 
cipal object was the satisfying his eager 
"imagination, that burned to know the 
' Prineely name, directed that the neces- 
ary forms should be instantly drawn 
up; this compleated, it was sealed, wit- 
nessed, and received his Highness's 
signature, after which it was presented 
to Stratton, who, having ran it silently 
over, in an audible voice indiscrimi- 
nately addressing the King, the nobles, 
and the people, said, by this solemn 
deed the Sovereign of England doth pro- 
mise, and his word thus given should 
be considered as a sacred appeal to 
Omnipotence; that he will deign to re- 
ceive at his feet the renewal of the oath 
of allegiance, that the adverse Earls of 
Lancaster and Cornwall, and their as- 
sociates, violated by having had re- 
course to hostilities in open defiance to 
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their anointed king; that he will coun» 
tenance no further molestation what- 
soever that shall be practised against 

the aforesaid Earls, or the meanest in- 
dividual incorporated with their party, 
unless attainted for a second offence 
of a similar nature; and finally, that 
they shall enjoy, as anterior to this la- 
mented rupture between Prince and 
subject, their titles, dignities, freedom 
and property. But this mercy, shewn 
on the part of your indulgent Sovereign 
to those that had forfeited all preten- 
sions to his clemency, depends solely 
on the stipulated condition that I do 
discover the lineant descendant of those 
vaunting foes to his Highness's father, 
the late Edward, of gracious memory. 
Although long habituated to an entire 
exclusion from society, and though he: 
has-not borne arms since a very youth, 
yet may this usurper bestir himself, 
and. haply seize the advantage of un- 
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guarded security, to emerge from the 
listless apathy that at present con- 
sumes his days, and snatch the sceptre 
from the hand which now so gloriously 
wields it—then follows war :—in/that 
single monosyllable is comprehended 
every species of misery. E need only 
enlarge to your view the prospect k 
have opened, of deprecating these com- 
| pounded evils—rescuing your King 
from further anxiety, and preserving 
to their country those who may (con- 
ciliated by early ſorbearance) yet 
shine the lustre of the age. Swayed 
by these potential motives, I will now 
reveal to you the threatened $courge,. 
if so you will it.” | 


Edward exclaimed “ declare!“ and 
the soldiery vociſerated © name the fo- 
reign traiterand save our countrymen!” 
« Then,” replied Stratton, it is Lle- 
wellm's son, who, by his father's. de- 
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mise, is assumptive heir to the throne 
of Wales. e 


The King, violently agitated; sprung 
upon Stratton, and, with a furious 
shake, exclaimed, “thou false, de-. 
ceiving varlet! for this fabricated 
villainy, thou shalt be torn by horses 
wilder than my wrath! Godfrey, Lle- 
wellin's son, was, with his mother Elea. 
nor, drowned off Caernarvon, within 
sight. of my father and hundreds else, 
that witnessed the foundering of the 
vessel in which they embarked for the 
Netherlands.“ Not so, said Lord: 
Monmouth advancing, «myLiege; give 
eredence tothy kinsman's words: when. 
my royal brother, years subsequent to- 
the epoch thou bringest forward, pre 
sented thee, newly born, to the Welch 
Barons, at Caernarvon, as their Prinee 


and countrymanz a marvellous coinci-- 

dence of untoward accidents gave fre- 

quent hindrance to the ceremony of 
B 6 ‚ 


36 LLEWELLIN. 


thy inauguration, and discovered to me 
that a young boy whom I held in my 
arms, the better to witness the atten- 
dant pageantries, was Llewellin's son; 
but by the Rood, if any hardy enter: 
prizer dare assume the title, and claim 
Llewellin for his sire, I can at a mo- 
ment confute this prevaricating talker, 
and also the crafty impostor that lie 
meaps to bring forward; belike an un- 
suspecting dupe to his ill-spun artiſices. 
For, if by miraculous chance, this Cam- 
brian Prince, the last of his illustrious 
line, still exists, on his neck are en- 
graven characters never to be effaced.“ 
What are they ?” demanded Stratton. 
« On the left breast, returned Lord 
Monmouth, „are imprinted the words 
«© GODFREY, SON TO LLEWELLIN, PRINCE 
or Camprra.” © Behold them! Thus 
saying, he bared his neck, and shewed, 
in scarlet dots engraved, © Goprrey, 
Son To LLEWELLIN,PRINCE OF CAMBRIA.” 
Lord Monmouth having closely examin- 
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lin 8 son.“ 


A dead and awful silence of tongues 
prevailed, but all eyes, excepting Ed- 
ward's and Mortimer's, spoke the lan- 
guage of admiration, gratitude, and 


anxiety. We watched with trembling 


trepidation the various evolutions that 


fear made play in his Highness's waver- 


ing countenance, expecting, yet in 


dread of what might next fall from his 


lips; he spoke, but scarce could he ar. 
ticulate his meaning, than an emo- 
tion, too strong to be repressd, burst 
from every heart in a loud cry of“ Save 
him!“ Edward threw around a furious 
glance, then to Stratton, —“ from our 


uncle's asseveration we are led to own. 


thee for the Cambrian Prince; yet as 


such, not only from thy birth, but conso.. 


nant to the portrait thou hast volunta- 
rily drawn of thy self, we are to consider 


ed the wondrous type, drew back, say. 
ing.“ 1 eee him for Llewel- 
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| thee as an adversary inimical to the 
welfare of both our life and state. Pro. 
ceed to Kenilworth, bring the rebel 
subjects to our feet, that we may give 
absolution ſor their past transgressions, 
and then, by thy own: nnrequested 
agreement, thy fate rests on our will.“ 


Stratton bowed, and retiring, bent 


kis way to the Castle, follewed by a 


detachment of horse and infantyy. 


When out- of view, his Highness re. 
turned in silence to his tent, and hav- 
ing excluded all others, summoned to 

him the Lords Mortimer and Vernon. 
With them he remained in close con- 
ference until your arrival at the camp- 
with Prince Godfrey and Lancaster. 
In exculpation of what then took place 
do most truly aver, that I, amongst 
others, was totally unacquainted with 
the matter treated of between Edward, 
Vernon, and Mortimer, till they mani- 
fested it themselves in the most wicked 
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ad of perfidy that ever stained the name 
of King. By thus casting a slight on 
the tenor of a bond which as valid, 
binding, and sacred, he has established 
a- precedent. to the world, and this 
reulm in particular, that may yet turn 
with detrimental force against even 
himself. On the first comprehension 
ofthe treacherous intents of Edward, 
and his pernicious counselfors, myself 
and an honourable train that had at- 
tended his Highness's call, as the forms- 
of office prescribed, but whom, had 
they joined you in arms, could not, 
from their limited numbers, have ef. 
fegted any material service, departed 
instantly for Eondon; leaving behind 
the numerous tribes of soulless hire- 
lings of the blade, and those whose 
groveling spirits taught them, when. 
interest came in compact with recti- 
tude; that a blind submission to regal 
power was a virtue of the highest mag - 
nitude. Yet that the gallant Leicester, 
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who was thine and Lancaster's pro- 
fessed friend when thou and he enjoyed 
the smiles of Edward, should thus turn 
back to thee, is rare; but some men's 
opinion, like a mirror, catches every 
shade that fortune holds before it. 
Dacre ceased. Chaucer, what think you 
of Stratton? his conduct throughout the 
whole is so manifestly excellent that it 
needs no comment. | 


, Hubert, on again joining us, inform- | 


ed me that Montford was perfectly re: 
instated in his health; he added, that 
he himself was much grieved at a dis. 
appointment that precluded him en- 


Joy ing half an hour's discourse with me, 


which he designed to have passed in 
relating the particulars that occurred at 
Lord Winchester's Castle on my sudden 
flight, but that it was his Highness's 
ex press desire, that Lord Dacre should 
resign his government of Worcester 
Castle to the Earl of Liecester, and that. 
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himself, as there was no further occa- 
sion for his attendance, should instantly 
depart. Here the guards, rudely thrust- 
ing open the door, said they could 
wait no longer. This hasty separation 
was to me sorely afflictive; I saw these 
dear and worthy friends cross the thres- 
hold, never to return; and when the 
doors closed, and the massy bars fell 
athwart the entrance, I felt like the 
great apostate, who in his abyss had 
caught a fleeting view of Eden and the 
blessed. * 
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- A TRUSTY MESSENGER. 


It was midnight when the unlocking 


of the ponderous bolts disturbed my 


mournful meditations ; clearly could I 
distinguish the securing the outward of 
the double doors inside, and then the 


opening of the interior. A person en- 


tered the room, tottering and bending 
under the weight of a large basket, 
which having set down, he raised him- 
self erect, and I beheld that it was 


Eustace de Erickblane. I would have 


spoke, but the peculiarity of his ap- 
pearance restrained me. His face was 
flushed with an unusual red, his swelled 
eyes were half closed, and his gait reel - 
ing and unsteady. Here, said he in 


an inarticulate tone of voice, I have, 
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by an expert stratagem, contrived to 
gain the keys from David Powdras the 
keeper, who lays hard by, and by thus 
doing I fulfil the wishes of my Lord 
Dacre, who is at present confined to 


his manor of Langton; before he quitted | 


the Castle he gave me in charge these 
presents to remit you. There are some 
manuscripts from his library at St. Al- 
ban's, and a store of Malmsey wine to 
cheer you in your solitude. Your 


Lordship will find also, upon search, 


some flaskets of rich spices and balm 
to anoint you when you sluice your 
veins, as likewise dried fruits and dainty 
cates. And now I go; having perform- 


ed, with due obedience, the mandates 


of my Lord.” He rudely emptied the 
contents on the ground, then swinging 
the basket over his shoulder, staggered 
to the door, and left me petrified with 
grief and amazement. Hapless boy! 


thought I, how soon thou hast launch- 


ed into the destructive whirl of vice 
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in the morning, I judged it prudent to 


moisture, were indeed a treasure, and 


remains covering the bottom of a 
broken flasket ; a few preserved fruits 


4 wil. 


Inebriety, of all shameful crimes, the 
most debasing and unnatural, a two- 
edged sword that strikes at the body 
and at the soul. Ah, Eustace! how 
art thou prematurely and for ever lost, 
if no kind philanthropist doth not timely 


snatch thee from the yawning gulph 


of intemperance! Foolish youth! thus 


to tamper with thy health, irritate thy 


Maker, pervert thy faculties, lay the 
seeds for incurable maladies, and de 
grade thyself to a level with the brute. 


Lest that my guard should visit me 


conceal Roper's presents. The manu- 
scripts, though somewhat damaged by 


as such prized them. I next examin- 
ed the fragrant unction the worthy Eus- 
tace had commended in such Sanguinary 
terms, but it was only visible by the 
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were soaked in the spilt balsam; but as 
to the Malmsey, had not he prepared 
me to expeR it I could never have 
guessed that aught had been sent. 
Much as I mourned this unfavourable 
specimen of Eustace's heart, yet I could 
not forbear smiling at the ingenuity -of 
this young wight in thus pervert- 
ing the kind Baron's benevolent inten. 
tions. Ain 


The sun had gained its meridian 
height when the keeper visited me. He 
took, on entering, a board of divers 
provisions from two menial servants 
that, planted at the exterior door, were 
peeping through the crevices, as if, I 
had been some captive animal of prey. 
The person of my guard seemed framed 
from the model of the son of Alcmena. 
His gigantic stature, athletic make, and 
| bulky limbs, suited well the idea; but 
that an uupliant starchness in all his 
gestures, a drawling lethargy when he 
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moved, destroyed the notion formed 
of him at first sight; his harsh, high 
coloured, and apparently chisselled fea- 
tures, were strongly expressive of va. 
cant inanimation, careless insensibility, 
and an absent soul. This stiff necked 
stately form was stalking back when 
arrested bis half. strete bed leg, and 
made his full face to wind around his 
shoulder, by asking to speak with him, 
a request he appeared to consider as too 
great a privilege in his prisoner, for he 
turned hiniself about, and whilst rub- 
bing the handle of the door with the 
leathern palm of his broad hand, his 
foot, raised upon its heel, pointing by pe- 
riodical starts from side to side, he stood 
staring, as deliberating whether or no he 
should condescend to hear me. My ad- 
dressing him was rendered indispens- 
able, since I had put him to the labour 
_ of wielding round, and, with a gentle 
inclination of the head, I asked when I 
might expect the honour of seeing him 
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again? *When Shall you have the honour 
pf seeing me again ? replied, or rather 
repeated he, On receiving no other 
answer than this echo, returned in a 
Whigher voice, I continued, may I not 
be indulged with the freedom of yon 
gallery?“ What do you want to do 
with the gallery?” retorted the churl. 
Has his Highness quitted Worcester? 
Why, do you wish to parley with him?“ 
No, I only desire to understand whe- 
ther he is gone for London, and my 
talk with you now is merely to gain in- 
formation. Indeed! but you do not 
ex pect me to stand here all day teach - 
ing you information.“ * At least in- 
form me, replied I, where are Prince 
Godfrey and Lord Lancaster f' This 
was an interrogatory neither to be no- 
ticed directly or indirectly; he, as acted 
upon by springs, like a rust- worn piece 
of mechanism, bolted out straight his 
arm in a rough push against the youn- 
kers, who, somewhat reconciled to my 
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looks, had ventured to thrust their 
heads in to take a satisfactory survey 
of myself and prison, and left me. 


The footsteps died away, and Þ lis- 
tened to the closing of the distant doors. 
As I made no doubt but that this for- 
tress would be our habitation some 
months, I, for the first time, took a 
survey of my narrow confines. In'a 
remote corner was a stone bench, on 
which lay, fastened by a chain, a large 


YE and venerable Bible, in the Latin tongue, 


and immediately above it I discovered, 
deeply encrusted in the wall, a stupen- 
dous Staple, from which hung three 
rusty iron links, that seemed to have 
been detached by force from a length 
of chain. I shrunk from this unwel- 
come disclosure; and having concluded 
my search, and refreshed myself by the 
recruit of a slender respast, I availed 
myself of the piety of those that had left 
the sacred rit, to calm away the hours 
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of the languishing captive, and read 
till evening. With spirits cheered, but 
limbs fatigued by this sedentary occu- 
pation, I shut the book, and walked 
to and fro, till, restless and uneasy, I 


threw myself on the couch, and turned 2 


my thoughts to my absent friends. 
Which way soever I looked, resistless 

despair encountered me. Those whose 
mortal part shared with me imprison- 
ment, and momentarily expected the 
fatal warrant to be unfurled before their 
eyes; or those whose nobler gift, the 
soul, united to ours by sympathetic 
affection, fluttered like an un peaceful 
spirit within the solitary bounds that 
shut us from them. Emma, Blanche, 
thou much - wronged orphans, deprived 
of thy natural protectors! perhaps now 
a prey to the vitious and licentious 

freedom of an unfeeling; hard, and mer. 

cenary world! Oh, Montford! Stratton! 

dear partners in durance! for what | 
are you yet reserved! If still existing 
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— .. Here asigh, for I mourned aloud, 
suspended the coming word, and made 
me start from my reclining. posture ; 
on hearing it distinctly again, my-won- 
der proportionably increased. I looked 


around, and presently distinguished a 


large heap of tapestry, thrown care- 


lessly on the ground near the bench, 


heave up and down. I advanced to the 
spot, and, stooping, raised a corner of 
the arras. There lay asleep, twined in 
a circle, a small white dog; it sighed, 
and, seemingly restless and unhappy, 


changed and rechanged its position.— 


Rather pleased than otherwise at this 
being the cause of interruption, I 
gently let the covering fall, and re- 
turned to my couch. Nothing is so 
generally revolting to our inclinations 
as feeding alone. The aliment I partook 
of in the morning, consisting of fare 
unexpectedlysumptuous, ate bitter and 
unpleasant to the palate; but at eve, 
my meal of wheaten bread, acompanion, 
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though even of the brute kind, sharing 
it with me, was sweet and nourishing.. 
Such, maugre the dogmas of that pee-- 
vishspeciesof philosophy that inculcates 
misanthropy, is the uncongeniality 
of solitude to the mind of man. A few” . 

reciprocal caresses on his awaking en- 
deared my new favourite to me, and- 
that night he slept at my feet. 


The next noon brought my gigantic 
keeper, attended by his: helpers. - He 
amply replenished my, board, and like- 
wise accommodated me with several 
conveniencies, which excited in me a 
desire to know whether my two friends 
met with the same unusual lenity ; but 
after various oblique questions put to 
my purveyor, I remained still ignorant 
of what I wished to be informed of, be- 
Ing ever either answered with a repe- 
tition of my own words or a total si- 
lence. Though much provoked at 
this wearisome taciturnity, ' I could 
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scarce refrain from admiring the poli- 
tic ingenuity of those that had fixed on 
such a tame nonentity for the post he 
held. Without being brutal or fero- 
cious, he was reserved; and though it 
- migtt | e thought fair to tamper with 
the apparent density of his intellects, , 
pet it would have been folly to have 
_ challenged him to exert, by opposi- 
tion, the muscular strength of his huge- 
built frame, except where superiority 
of rank or station overa ed the security 
he placed in his personal powers.— 
Among many other interrogatories, I 
asked his name ?—* My name!“ Pow- 
dras, cried a young voice at the door. 
«You might as well have required of 
him to multiply six by ten as expect an 
answer from huge David.“ Leaning 
against the wainscoat, with both his 
hands thrust in his belt, he was still 
contemplating me from foot to head. 
How long he would have remained in 
this position is uncertain, had not he 


been rouzed from it by the commander 
of the band of soldiers, who, presum- 
ing on the invested authority of his 
state, and angry at David's sending his 
large unmeaning globes to travel over 

me, whilst he and his followers were 
freezing in the gallery, advanced; not 
being able to reach to the throat of the 
offender, he grappled at his elbow, and 
chased him out. This act of intempe. 
rate violence causing no slight scuffle, 
the poor dog hearing it, sprung from 
his bed and barked at the morose Cap- 
tain, who, with a malicious grin at me, 
grasped the little animal in his prongy 
fangs, and hurled it without the door. 
I listened to its fall, I listened to its pi- 
teous cries, and though my endeavours 
to prevent the act were too late, yet, at 
the barbarous mode of depriving me of 
my. innocent companion, I could not 
express my contempt otherwise than by 

a blow: he shrunk back precipitately; 
but, as he was shutting to the door, he 
c 3 
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* _menacingly shook his clenched fist, and 

taking off a slouched hat that had con- 

cealed his face, presented to my view 

the abhorred traits of the | homicide 
Guerney. 


No, indeed, I beheld I was in pri- 
son; to be under the controul of Guer- 

ney ! a subject for his contumely and 
insulting scoffsl stand the butt when 
his spleen aimed the arrows of re. 
| proach! forced to be amenable to every 
ignominy the will of a corrupt wretch, 

armed with power, could inflict ! was 
madness that I thought could not be 
increased, until his re-entrance with a 
military band: they, by his direction, 
loaded my limbs with ponderous 
shackles, as a just retribution, he al- 
ledged, for having struck him in the 
execution of his office; this done, they 
extinguished the fire, and taking the 
remaining fuel and replenished lamp 

left me by David, they presently re- 
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tired, Guerney giving me a . parting 
look, expressive of content and satanic 
delight. You that never have borne 
the appendages of slavery may regard 
the agonies I experienced as hyperbo- 
lical; those only that have felt chains 
can ascertain what chains are. What, 
Oh, what can surpass that heart-swell- 


ing sensation when man not only finds 


those active faculties God endued 
him with circumscribed by mortal li- 
mits, and-marks the line drawn that 
Speaks you shall not pass beyond these 
bounds, but bends beneath the galling 
pains of a massy weight of iron. Whe- 
ther it proceeded from the novelty of 
this undeserved chastisement, or the 
singularity of my mind, I will not de- 
termine, but on finding my wrists and 
ancles encircled by the accursed rings, 
the fiery particles of my brain arose in 
wild insurrection, and rent with tu- 
multuous warrings their distracted 
C4 | 
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sphere. The clashing of the links 
startled me. Igazed on them, and in the 
frenzy of boundless des peration I dash- 
ed them to the ground, falling at the 
same time prostrate, actually griping 
at the boards like a fretful maniac 
Again my wounded thoughts rested on 

Montſord, and from him they wan- 
dered to Stratton; but Stratton's ideal 
image, far different from the wrathful 
Lancaster's, operated like a spell, and 
at once allayed the raging whirlwind 
of my passions. Would he act thus? 
Ab, no! Humbly abashed, and with 
ineffable remorse at having given thus 
Scope to a savage and needless gust of 
choler, I rose and tottered to the bench: 
here the holy text presented its sure 
salutary and rapturous consolations; I 
caught it in a transport of expected al- 
leviation, and selected for perusal the 
passion of our Redeemer. Dimness 
and inattention, at first, prevailed over 
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my sight and reason, but by degrees 
truth banished the fiends of wilful 
blindness and outrageous fury. Jesus“ 
endurance poured peace into my fer- 
mented breast, his blood and anguish 
wrought me vivifying comfort, his 
wounds healed the pangs of my fro- 
ward spirit. Ah! thought I, as clos- 
ing the book, how oft do we fly to thee. 
for relief in the moment of sorrow, 
but how seldom seek thy counsel in 
the hour of pleasure | 


Restored to a state of lethargic sere- 
nity, though joyless, enervated, and 
desponding, I looked at the provisions 
they had left me; and. smiled on be- 
holding water instead of wine, sallads 
of a mordacious quality for viands, and 
in lieu of wholesome wheaten bread, 
a sort of composition most black and 
villainous. This served but to display 
the sordid baseness of the deapicable 
© a 
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tyrant. He gained not his end, for 
when nature required sustenance, un- 
savoury as this nourishment appeared, 
it was to me a luxuriant feast; altho? 
the bread to the eye seemed nauseous 
and disgusting, yet in the taste I was 
much disappointed, for it ate sweet 
and palatable. I proceeded to break 
, - *the loaf, but my amazement is inde- 
scribable, when, on reaching the exact 
centre, I found wrapped in a roll of 
paper, a small glass phial, filled with a 
dark liquid; this J heeded not, but 
hastened to decypher the characters 
that stained the enveloping sheet. 


* Let ey Cornwall rest 2 
khat I have been strictly diligent in the 
practising every invention to remit 
that intelligence so ardently desired, 
and have, by dint of perseverance, 
thus ſar succeeded. Voung Vincent, 
who, with Eustace and myself, escaped 
at the taking of Kenilworth, has con- 
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tracted with Rochdale, By call a tdi 


who resides within the walls, and sup. 
plies the Castle with bread, having, 
by a well-formed tale, represented 
himself as a destitute boy, who had 
formerly followed that trade under an 


able and -adroit master. Rochdale find- 


ing him expert, for he had long been 
employed in such concerns when re- 
siding with Stratton, otherwise God. 


frey, accepted his proffered service; and 


by this fortunate agreement, Vincent 
favours the designs I had laid to inform 


either you or Lord Lancaster of what 


was passing without your boundaries. 
This scheme would have been put in 
execution long since, but that I was 
apprehensive the loaves for daily con- 
sumption in the Castle, being all 


| wheaten, might have fallen into other 


hands. Guerney, who now occupies 
the place of David Powdras, uncon- 


scious of it himself, has removed that 
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impediment, by expressly ordering 


loaves to be made for the prisoner, 
Lord Cornwall, composed of a mixture 
of- beans and rye. - 


* 


1 understood this morning from a 


soldier that you were fettered; in all 


likelihood you are not unacquainted 


with the nature of vitriolic prepara- 
tions, apply the liquid at discretion, 


and it will in time dissolve the iron. 
Their Highnesses hold open court in Ke- 
nilworth, which was taken by storm in 
less than an hour from your departure 


for Worcester, after a most obstinate 
and vigorous resistance. The body 
of the late Countess of Lancaster has 


been interred at St. Peter's, beside her 
Lord, with honours due to her virtue, 
birth, and estate, under the immediate 


inspection of the Earl of Monmouth. 


Vour sister, to avoid an interview with 
Edward or Isabel on their entering the 


fortress, put herself under my protec- 
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tion, and is now safely lodged in the 
nunnery of Sion, in Middlesex. But 
it is with pain I acquaint you that the 
Lady Blanche has not yet been traced. 
Eustace de Erickblane, abetted by a 
valliant band of my adherents, is. on 
thesearch. Thealarming commotions 
that appeared throughout the king- 
dom, previous to your fatal battle, are 
totally quelled, and the people, for hav- 
ing dared to rise and peep over the 
barrier raised by court-juggle, and 
gain a little insight into the mechanism 
of their government, now moan be- 
neath the bruising force of sovereign 
puissance. The King hath rapaciously 
seized into his hands all your's and 

Lancaster's domains, strong-holds, and 
revenues; theannexation of Montford's 
five earldoms, and your splendid in- 
come arising from the returns of the 
Cornwall mines, form so- many addi. 
tional links to enslave the subjects. 
A report goes forth that your trial will 
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take place in a few days; be you pre. 
pared, my Lord, as also to hear from 
me again by the same means. Fare. 
well. 


Scarce had I concluded than Guerney 
appeared. As, on entering, he turned 
back to speak to the guard, I had time 
to thrust the paper and phial into my bo- 

som, and snatch the bible, the better 
to hide the agitation caused by this 
epistle of Norman. At a signal from 
their Captain, two soldiers came for. 
ward, and in silence took off my chains; 
then pointing to the door, where stood a 
band of soldiers, they desired me to walk 
forth. I obeyed without demur, and, 
as directed, proceeded down the gallery 
to the right. They halted; Guerney 
threw open a door, which discovered 
a room far more gloomy and desolate 


than my own; he entered, and pre. 


_ sently returned, leading Stratton, We 
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looked, but spoke not; separated by 


distinct guards, we continued on to a2 
third apartment, in which I pictured 


Montford. Here we werejoined by Lord 
Leicester, with a company of nobles, 
who acquainted Stratton and myself 
that the court was assembled to put us 
to our trials. I made no reply, for 
upon the doors opening, my eyes and 
attention were solely engrossed by the 
ideaof Lancaster; but I looked in vain, 
his prison was void ; joy at the proba- 
biiity of his having escaped, disap- 
pointment at not seeing him, as I had 
fondly buoyed up my expectations, 
and doubts obtruding whether his body 
was robbed of life as the prison was of 
his body, totally oppressed me, and 
half fainting, I rushed, mingling with 
the crowd, into the deserted chamber, 
crying, where, where is he? A loud 
and boisterous laugh gave harsh in- 
terruption, it proceeded from Guer- 
ney, who, distorting his unseemly fea- 


* 


64 _ - LLEWELLIN, 


tures with boisterous mirth, pointed 
to a small grated aperture in the wall, 
above fifteen feet from the floor, in the 
Harrow seat of which knelt Lancaster. 
Though encumbered with chains, he 
had climbed up by means of piling 
several articles. of the furniture, but 
this unsteady ſabric having given way 
and fallen, he was forced to rest at the 
height, unable to descend; for to have 
attempted a leap would have been in- 
evitably hazarding his limbs, or rather 
might have proved immediate death. 
On our entrance, as well as we could 
distinguish, he had been employed in 
fastening his outward vesture, which he 
had torn in stripes, and twisted to- 
gether to the iron bars of the case- 
ment, by which he might possibly 
have slid down unhurt; he heard the 
buzzing of the many voices beneath, 
and passing his arm through the grate- 
ing, looked down upon us. Guerney, 
with those provoking taunts that his 
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ignoble nature excited him to use, 
called to Montford to descend, that he 
might return his body, at least, to the 
earth; jeeringly adding, that he would 
see that his head was pitched six de- 
grees nearer to the clouds than it then 
hung. The Earl of Leicester en- 
tering, in part repressed these insult. 
ing scoffs : with the peculiar solemnity 
of his deportment, joined to the awful 
work he was preparing to shew the 
world of Britain, he commanded a 
scaling ladder to be brought to assist 
Lord Lancaster, as his Highness, in 
court assembled, was attending for the 
commencement of the trial. But neither 
the presence of the potent Governor of 
Worcester, or the august peers, could 
totally restrain the jesting humour of the 
insolent Guerney; withevery aggravat- 
ing shew of shameless derision, he still 
attacked Montford, The contagion of 
his audacious licence spread through 
the several groupes of soldiers, and, in 
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afew seconds, whilst pointing the fin ger 


of scorn, they broke into a clamorous 
and shrieking peal of laughter. 


Montford'sinflammable brain, work. 


.ed to a pitch of ungovernable distrac- 


tion at these ungenerous provocations, 
half ashamed of his aukward situation, 
and vexed that the Lords should wit- 
ness these contemptuous sallies, rose 


by the aid of the bars, and stood erect 


in the seat, then darting his fiery glan- 
ces at the ridiculing slave that set the 
idiots on, he grasped the ponderous 
length of chain in both his bands, and 


raising it high above his head, prepared 


to give the fatal spring. At this terrific 


moment, levity shrunk away abashed, 


and humanity resumed her angel sway 


even in Guerney's hardened breast. At 
sight of premeditated destruction, with 


one accord they shrieked with uplifted 
hands! hold! for Jesus' sake hold!“ but 
it is easier to kindle a spark than quench 
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a conflagration. Regardless of the fer- 


vent abjurations to desist from thus- 
opening to himself a grave, he darted 
down, letting fall his whole weight, 
with that of the massy liaks, upon 
Guerney's head they fell together, 
and in one stream mingled their blood. 
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LONG, very long, ere appeared the 
least symptoms of returning life in 
either, and then it seemed but as the 
faint glimmer of a dying torch. Guer- 
ney's shattered frame was conveyed to 


an adjoining room, by order of Lord 


Leicester, who then dispatched soldiers 
for the chirurgeons of the Castle, Ro- 
dolph and Drayton. They arrived. 
The former repaired to the suffering 
Guerney, and the latter proceeded to 
examine the state of the apparently 
expiring Montford; many prognostic 
sighs passed ere he would be prevailed 
on to communicate the woeful truth. 
At length, he pronounced, in a voice 
it was with difficulty he could trust, 
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that the right arm was fractured in 
two places, besides several severe, 
and as he apprehended, mortal con- 


tusions received in various parts of ß 


the body. 


Oh, how widely different is the im- 
pression made on the nand by death 
when he sports in the field, and in the 
chamber! I had seen Montford's veins 
and sinevs hacked àsunder, his flesh 
deeply severed, I had seen him bleed 
at every pore, when quitting the spot 
of combat, but never till now knew 
what it was to commiserate bodily suf- 
ferings. I implored to be indulged in 
my wish of stopping with Lancaster, at 
least till sense or motion were appa- 
rent; but fruitless were my supplica- 
tions. Stratton and myself were con - 
ducted to our former prisons by the 
direction of Leicester, who slightly in- 
timated his intention of proceeding to 
the King, to acquaint his Highness 
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with the unfortunate stroke that had 


thus unavoidably procrastinated Lan- 
caster's arraignment. I had remained 
many hours in a species of delirious 
torpor that precluded thought, when, 
in an instant, I felt as if pierced with 
the subtle dart of forked lightning, by 
the heavy sound of a distant groan, 
Importing anguish, pain, nay, torture, 
breaking on my ear. Could I have 
ascertained that at this grievous sigh 
Montford's soul had fled, I would have 
prostrated and worshipped Heaven, that 
had released him from a sense of tor- 
ment; but by reiterated moans, each 
more agonizing than the other, conclud- 
ing that he had yet to undergo excruci- 
ating pangs, the reduction of fractures, 
or the amputation of limbs, was insup- 
portable, and flying from an evil to a 
blessing, I zealously beseeched the 
_ Almighty in his love to loose the bands 

whereby was bound to humanity the 

struggling spirit of my lamented friend. 
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The next morning David Powdras 
presented himself, with an order, in 
Lord Leicester's hand, to take off my 
trammels. I enquired what tidings of 
Lancaster ?— Is he dead? — Dead 
No.“ What hopes of his amend- 
ment — Very many.'— Is he sen- 
Sible?'—* Asleep.'— Are you certain?” 
demanded I peevishly; for his drawling 
taciturnity rather increased than dimi- 
nished my anxious-solicitude. * Am I 
certain!“ repeated he, in the accent of 
. ourprize. I cursed the trifling fool, 
and turning to the soldiers, begged 
them to inform me of the state of 
Montford. An elderly man, Fitz. 
Garron by name, who had succeeded 
Guerney in his post of Captain of the 
Guard, acquainted me that the Earl's 
state was not so dangerous as was at 
first apprehended. The fractures had 
| been reduced, he said, and Drayton 
had given hopes of a favourable con- 
clusion, © Rely on the engagement,” 
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continued the soldier, I here do make, 
daily to give you genuine reports of 
Lord Lancaster's condition. The trial 
may now be delayed many months; 


but whilst I retain my post you mayfi 


command every thing, excepting li. 
| berty.* 1 thanked the worthy officer; 
and craving the exertion of his huma. 
nity towards my fellow-prisoner, 
Prince Godfrey, I enforced my words 
by the presentation of an accepted per. 


quisite. True to his promise, he every 


day, when he attended with David and 
his men to furnish me with provisions, 
brought accounts of Montford : some 
were more satisfactory than others; 
now he was attacked with an ague, at 
other times delirious, and then totally 
ſree from pain. 


J will not weary you with useless de- 
scriptions of a succession of days and 
nights spent in an unvarying routine 
of those uniform avocations my limited 
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confines permitted me to enjoy; but 
will proceed direct to the relation of a 
circumstance that, on presenting itself 
to my memory, brought most keen 
regret. Since the restoration of David 
to his office I had been supplied with 
r; Vheaten loaves, consequently the dis- 
a. tinction made with me in the article of 
r, bread by Guerney had deprived Nor- 
1s man of the means to fulfil the pro- 
r. mise he had made in his last scrowl, 
of letting me hear from him through 
d the medium of young Vincent. Such 
a material point as obtaining the intel- 
ze ligence O'Connor had treasured up to 
impart to me by writing, was 80 pecu- 

at liarly essential at this present time, 
that I was nearly tempted to require 

of David, as through preference, a 

continuance of the sorry food allotted 

me by Guerney; but this fallacy was 

80 obviously absurd that I dared not 
hazard the request, lest it might have 
led to an investigation of the truth, 
VOL, 11, .* 
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and, perhaps, ultimately have deter. 
red Norman from exerting other me. 
thods to effect his desires. I was not 
tzuffered long to per plex ny ideas by 
ruminating on what part I should un. 
dertake to compass this end. The 
subsequent night a ball of paper, 
in which was wrapped a flint stone to 
equilibriate the air, was thrown into 
my room by the grated aperture near 
the ceiling: I anticipated the e 


ture. 4 
| | | P 
Joy to thee, Lord Cornwall! thy : 


friend Lancaster is declared by Dray- t. 
ton and Rodolph exempt from fur: 
ther peril. Not se is Guerney : the 
bruises he sustained were of 80 
alarming a nature, that in hopes of 
saving bis life the skull has been tre- 
panned and the right leg amputated 
at the knee: yet, from a full habit, 
though he has endured many surgical 
operations, the appearance of livid . 
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ea fast expandtin their gangrene 
influence over the body, threaten 
speedy dissolution. All but the sur- 
geons despair: they still hold the 
opinion that in time he may re- 
cover; and, to verify their words, are 
unremitting in humane attendance. 
The chief purport of this epistle is 
to make an important, valuable, and, 
toz you, a discovery excellent above 
compare. As exordium, I must 
premise to you that, in the Scottish 

insurrection under William Wallace, 
I was taken at the battle of Falkirk by 


the late Earl of Lancaster, and impri- 


soned for ten months in the dungeon 
wherein you are immured. Fruitful 
in invention, laborious in body, and 
enter prizing in mind, I planned and 


atchieved a Herculean labour, by which 


a way of communication was effected 
between myself and Sebastian Gower, 
a Caledonian General of royal extrac- 
tion, and partner in my durance, whe 
D 2 | f 
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was lodged in the room that is the 
present hold of Prince Godfrey. When, 
after vanquishing, with infinite toil, 
almost insurmountable obstacles, I had 
formed a junction between our narrow 
cells, we jointly extended it to that 
of Erasmus Leitzmire, a fugitive Prince 
of Poland, the apartment now apper. 
taining to Lancaster. Though utterly 
impossible for human art unaided to 
fly the impregnable bulwarks that hem 
you in, yet, if you can yourself discover 


tze means I here point out, you may 


oft meet, condole, and bless each 


bother with reciprocal converse. But 


to impede the mischances that may 
accrue from your solicitude urging 
you indiscreetly to attempt joining 


Lancaster ere the perlect re establish. 


ment of his health and the final dis. 
missal of the sur geons, I will give you 
no further insight that may lead you 
to a disclosure, perhaps only produc- 
tive, by your rashness, of irremedt 
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able b Gower and Erasmus 
are dead; the secret, therefore, lies 

with me alone, and J leave it solely to 
your ingenuity to find this defile that 
opens to you exquisite happiness when 
compared to inactive solitude. David 
Powdras, I understand, is reinstated 
in his command: you may derive many 
benefits by your deigning to conciliate 
his good will. The most likely me- 
thod to succeed in this, is to humour 
his prevailing foible, gaming; his fa- 
vourite game being chess. But though 
fondly addicted to this passion, and 
not averse to defeating his adversary, 
never will he betray his trust for lore. 
He was formerly a mole-catcher, is 
wholly illiterate, his character made 
up of whims and fancies : but theugh 
harmless as a child, I warn you to 
guard from irritating his spirit — a 
strange mixture of heterogeneous com- 
bustibles—or you will have a legion of 
demons let loose upon you. I know 
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1 not how to devise the continuance of 
* this correspondence: the medium of 
2B * the bread is out of sight; for admitting 
na distinction of quality could -5till be 
: carried on, it is now impracticable, 
. Rochdale, in some pique, having 
3 cChased Vincent from his house and 
employment. Considering the height 
of the tower and darkness of the night, 
if I should even be so fortunate as 
to throw this to vou in by the 
| grating, T may not again attempt it, 
lest that the sentinels of the garrison 
should perceive me and developg my 
intentions. Farewell! prosecute your 
search, and in all likelihood you may} 
hear from me again by some other con- 
eee 


. As Norman had predicted, on finish- 
ing his letter, J proceeded on the in- 
stant to search for the secret passage 

he had mentioned. I examined every 

stone in the wall and board of the 


I 
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flooring; but found not. the least trace 
that could flatter me with even a 
chance of success. Whilst thus en- 
gaged, the door opened, and my lost 
favourite rushed in, loudly barking: 
bounding across the room, he caressed 
and frisked around me with every token 
of joy, and congratulation. I stooped 
somè time to fondle the little animal; 
then rising, walked towards the table, 
on which sat David, turning and twist- 
ing in his hands Norman's letter, that 
I had inconsiderately left there. Se- 
verely censuring my unpardonable 
negligence, I stood, not knowing 
what excuse to make, or how to re- 
cover it from him. After examining 
it a few seconds, he held it out to 
me, saying, What's this?“ Affeet- 
ing the utmost possible indifference, 
I sauntered to the table, and looking 
carelessly over the paper, the leading 
trait Norman gave of David caught 
my attention; coolly throwing it on the 
D 4 * | 


accident, a purse containing a few 
marks, and jerked it too and fro in 


toy from my hand, and ran to the fire- 


myself with the arch gambols of my 
ney, picked it up, and was deliberately 
placing it in his garment, when J, re. 
zolving it should be only his in case be 


which he instantly and without demur 


hy 
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couch; I replied, Only the rules for 
playing the game of chess. Chess! 
he cried, rising from his seat, do 
you play the game ''— «I have amused 
myself with it,” replied I, but I can- 
not boast of having. made any profi-. 
ciency in the art.“ Still playing with 
the dog, I took from my vest, as by 


sport. The wanton little animal 
springing up, snatched the baulking 


place, where, having gnawed it some 


time, he returned to me. David per- e 
ceiving that I minded more diverting m 
Iu 


favourite than the recoyery of the mo- 


won it, demanded back his seizure, 


restored. Willing to change the ob- 
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jet of his attention, I asked him what 
hopes were entertained of Guerney's 
life? This was striking on a discor- 
dant string, for it recalled-to memory 
the ill treatment he had received from 
the brutal Commandant and the irre- 
parable disgrace of a blow given him 
by Guerney in presence of the soldiery, 
together. with the inconveniencies at- 
tached to the unjust and unseasonable 
suspension of his office. I expected a- 
reply from the aspet-of his counte- 
nance; but, in defiance of his-endea- 
vours to articulate, a profound silence 
set me in amaze. As the deep internal 
murmurs of Vesuvius' Mount is the pre- 
lude to the fiery volleys bursting thro' 
the crater in whelming destruction, so 
Wthis moving Colossal's inward growling: 
proved to be the previous fermenting 
of his gall, which presently launched 
forth with a loud crash from his aspin. 
lips. | 17-36 
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-Tillnow Norman's mention of David, 
if exasperated, letting fly a legion of 
demons upon me, was incomprehensi. 
ble. From any other but David the re. 
petition of a word that should fill the 
imagination with dread would have 
zounded harsh, profligate, and disgust- 
ing; but his mode of shooting invec- 
tive, Joined to his uncommon sluggish- 
ness of face, nearly void of all expres. 
sion, the precise formality of his at. 
titudes, and whimsical habiliments, 
were so correspondingly ludicrous, that 
to see him alone could not fail of ex-. 
citing risibility in the most phlegma- 
1 d by 


--SuspeRting that David would soon 
pay me a second visit, I employed the 
intervening space in examining: #- 
state of the above-mentioned purge, as 
also another iff which I kept gold coins, 
- zt was chiefly formed of intertwined 
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Silk of violet hue, silver twist, and 
beauteous braids of auburn hair, fas. 
tened at the openings by incased dia- 
monds, and sprinkled over with radi- 
ant pearls. The: intrinsic value was 
considerable, but that seemed trifling 
when likened to a more rare estima- 
tion, —it was the gift of my sister. My 
pecuniary store consisting of but fifty 
pieces, I engaged in the replenishing 
it by enloosing the jewels that adorned 
my coat of mail, which the noble- 
minded Dacre had caused me not to 
be despoiled of. From the helmet 
alone I gained a glorious harvest; but 


still I regretted the loss of my arms, 


the hilts of my sword and poniard 
being both thickly studded with gems. 
David's immediate act, on entering, 


displayed a shew of sagacity I had con- 
"ceived to be incompatible with his ap- 


parent weakness of intelle& ; he cauti- 
ously barred the exterior door inside, 
FA 22 
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as a feint to deceive those who might 
pass the gallery; but left the inward 


; 5 door open, for his better security, least 
I had essayed to remove from my sta- 


tion: thus, he could fully frustrate my 
escape, and yet preserve himself secure 


from discovery. In one hand he held a 


lighted lamp and a drawn rapier; over 
the wrist of the left was slung, by a 
string tied round the handle, an earthen 
ewer of wine, and under his right arm 
he carried the chess board. With the 
ut most circumspect ion, he methodically 
deposited the brimming vessel on the 
floor: beside him laid his unsheathed 
weapon ready for emergency, and 
placed the board on the table; then 
bringing a seat, he silently began the 
needful arrangements. Thus he re- 
mained engaged for the space of five 
minutes, which interval 1 passed in 
diverting myself with the dog. Mat- 
ters finally prepared, my eccentric 
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guard E rew his seat nearer, then rnb. 
bing and clapping his palms, he nestled 
round, and jerking his bead, cried, 


Come!“ Half smiling, I advanced | 


and seated myself: but on the point of 
beginning, he stretched his hand across, 
and laying it on my arm, looked as 
if in expectation of I knew not what. 
«Your meaning?” asked J. Where is 
the money ?' This I waited for; but 
fearful of appeariny ostentatiously mu- 
nificent, or too anxious to engage him, 
I slowly produced the purse he had 
before handled, saying, * now exhibit 
yours.“ At this unforeseen, but natural 
claim, his nether lip sunk, he stared, 
twirled his bonnet, and gave an un- 


usual polish to the table by rough fric- 


tion. But at length, with drawling 
reiuctance, he presented a Teathern 


bag, filled with nobles and the base 


coin lanoniger. [ assumed a laugh at 
this unequal match, but began the 


— 
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he paid his forfeited noble: on gaining 
knowledge of this intricate and abstruse 


about, and purposely lost the third, 
that of my associate, I bluntly enveigh- 


and peevishly gave to him so maiy 


ed his legs about; then swinging the 
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game with affected spirit and good 
humour. Although he actually gave 


proofs of possessing much skill, yet I 


conquered with facility, and failed not 
strictly to exact my winnings. He, at 
first, frowned and stammered out a few 
demons; but perceiving I was resolute, 


the second also I feigned to rejoice at 
the kindness of Fortune, and pretend- 
ed to plume myself on my masterly 


game. But I had now drawn the cord 
tight, another strain, and it would have 
snapped. I, therefore, suddenly veered 
fourth, and fifth. Shaping my mind to 


ed against this succession of ill luck, 


marks. My thriving antagonist nov 
chuckled to himself, laughed, and kick. 
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ewer to his mouth, quaffed deep the 
wine. To hold the balance equal, I 
concluded it adviseable to win the 
sixth, lest he should have surmised 


aught else than chance or skill had 


influence to determine success; but 
towards the close, he seeing that the 
play went against him, moved gra- 
dually from his seat, and before 1 
could confirm my victory, he drew 


away the board, swept all the men into 


the skirt of his mantle, calmly put up 
his leathern bag and winnings, and 
taking the sword under his arm, stalked 
off without granting me either a look 
or a complimentary word. N 


Left alone for the night, I again re- 
turned to my quest for the secret com- 
munication mentioned by Norman; 


but after several hours unsuccessful 


search, was forced to abandon my pur- 
suit, in despair of ever finding it. 1 
could not check a slight degree of re- 
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sentment that I felt at his unkind: 
ness in not compleating at once his 
generous intent, by bein ga little more 


1 


M . faded away, but each revel v. 
ing night brought David, accompanied 
by his broad blade and chess- board, 

pursuant to my pleasure, or to answer 
a temporary convenience; he ever quit- 


ted me either gainer by two or three 


marks, or deficient in a few nobles, for 
the former coin, once lost, I never be- 
held again. As Norman had predict- 

ed, I reaped many advantages from 


indulging him in his propensity to this | 


ſavourite pastime; often, when he had 
no coin to stake, as frequently: was the 
case, and he saw me firm in refusing 
to engage without his. pledging an 
equivalent, such was his blind ardour 
in the pursuit of self-gratification, that 

he acceded to my demands if within 
the bounds of moderation, and sup- 
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plied! me with many comforts requisite 
co my forlorn state: among other ne- 
cessaries thus obtained was a lamp, by 
which I improved by study those hours 
the deprivation of light had hitherto 
set at nought. - 


| It was one noon, a memorable day 
* Was to the consequences it produced, 

when the fancy came across me to take 
> Wa minute view of the arras adorning the 
" Wvalls. The subjects that the curious 
artist had chosen to commemorate his 
workmanship were drawn alike from 
the Greek writings of Flavius Josephus 
and Philo's Embassy to the Roman Ca- 
ligula: here Caius was depicted as re- 
ceiving the Hebrew Alexandrian in the 
gardens of Lamias, whilst the subtle 
Isidore, hanging over his shoulder, 
poured into his ears the poison of flat 
tery and detraction, which, flowing to 
the tainted heart of the depraved Prince, 
killed every sentiment of piety that 
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might there have lurked, propitious to 
the persecuted race. Another stretch 
of tapestry to the right represented 
Agrippa, when, as he approached the 
inflated demoniac, to reason with him 
against the blasphemous outrage. of 
+ - erecting, in the sacred temple of the 
Jes, the statue of a God considered 
by them as profane and immoral— 
struck with horror at the detestable 
impiety of this mandate, and awed by 
the terrors of Cæsar's brow, he fell 
convulsed and nn at the tyrant's 
feet. 


, . PEERS 
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Part of the hangings having fallen] 
into folds, and thus proving an hin- 
drance to my distinguishing the figure a 

of a man in the back ground, 1 stood p 

up to draw the arras smooth, when, 3s 

treading on the board immediately next o 

the wall, it sunk deep under the pres 

sure of my weight. O'Connor's inti-M se 
mation of the junction between mine 


— 
1 — 
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and the adjacent rooms, after an unfor- 
tunate, although indefatigable search, 
I had despaired of ever finding, until 
this unexpected phenomenon at once 
revived the active faculties of my ima- 
gination, and prompted me to hope 
that I had attained the summit of my 
recent fervency of desires. I knelt and 
diligentiy scrutinized the formation of 
the yielding plank. The immediate re- 
verberation to its level state, after re- 
peated pressure, certified that extraor- 
dinary art had been exerted on it. As, 
unlike the other boards, it was joined 
in the middle of the flooring, Icon jec- 
tured that this might have some effect 
in the producing its rebound ; I thrust 
a thick-bladed knife between the im. 
pacted wood, and having thus made a 

small aperture, I grasped the end by 
one hand with all my force, and weigh- 
ed it down with the other. At the on- 
set it stood the shock; but perseverance 


% 


— 


and slid under the wall; the opening 


the summit by a layer of the same, 
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overcame, and after a few vigorous 
struggles it yielded to my strength, 


= 


- was sufficiently wide to admit a man's 
body. I lingered not to consult whe. 
ther I should hazard the descent, but 
resolving to brave accumulated perils, 
if the effort could lay the foundation 
for noc urnal meetings between Mont. 
ford, Stratton, and myself, I took the 
lamp and examined the subterraneous 
vault. Sharp stakes, drove athwart far 
into the earth, served to facilitate the 
declivity, which, on touching firm 
ground, I reckoned to be near eight 
feet from the surface; on either side 
rose walls of earth, terminated at 


r, . w . a. a 


2 


and at the distance of six yards 
the passage was blocked up by a like 


2. 


obstruction. On recollection of the WM w 
scite of this range of apartments, I con- n 
jectured that this narrow den under - t! 

| . th 
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mined the foundation of the partition 
walls that separated my room from the 
adjoining suite. Whilst I admired this 
stupendous effort, wrought by a single 
arm, most probably destitute of imple- 
ments toabet the working, it was a mys- 
tery to me where was thrown the exca ; 
vated matter, for, though it was compact- 
ed with such force that the four sides 
equalled metallic substance in hardness, 
yet a great quantity of earth must ne- 
cessarily have been ejected to form the 
vacuum. At the farther end of the 
cavity I encountered another ladder of 
pointed stakes; imagining that this led 
to Stratton's chamber, I scaled the per- 
pendicular ascent to the same height 
as I before descended. Having had the 
precaution narrowly to examine the in- 
side of the elastic board in my prison 
with the manner of closing it, I met 
not the smallest difficulty in pushing 
this back by means of a leathern thong, 
that by a jerk to the right or left served 
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to. open or shut the trap. The only 
allay to the ardour of my haste was the 
thought of alarming Stratton, by thus 
bursting upon him like a gnome; how. 
ever, as it was wholly impossible to 
apprise him, I made no longer delay; [ 
opened the floor and ascended. His 
astonishment was great; but excess 
never transgressed the solemnity of his 
demeanour: he assisted me to rise, and 
1 related the various incidents relative 
to David, and the ingenions contri.) 
vances.Norman had put in practice to 
produce our personal communication. 
But my impatience to extend our hap- 
piness to Montford would not suffer 
me to remain long from seeking the 
passage, which, with the utmost faci- 
lity, we found. This cavity differed 
from the other essentially, in that it 
Was larger, and in lieu of steps there 
vas a rope fixed to a ring, which being 
held firm hold of, the person by it 
| #wung down. 1 he same conveniency 
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we met at the further end of the cell, 
at the top whereof there was an inden- 
ture for the foot to rest whilst the plank 


$lid. | 


Lancaster, his arm in a sling, slowly 
rocking his chair, was bending over 
the dying embers of the fire, and re- 
viving it by the addition of fresh fuel. 
WStratton, who led the way, seeing 
Montford's occupation, turned to me, 
and, whispering, said, It is by good 
chance you have not women to deal 
W with or the fortress would re-echo with 
sbrieks at this ghostly resurrection.“ 
The murmur of the voice and rustling 
of our motion made Montford start; 


CC AD oY ur ww UH WIS 


he looked towards” whence the noise 
proceeded, and on beholding forms 
rise from the yawning gulph, his first 
impulse directed his hand to his side; 
but no weapon offered for defence, 
Both springing up, we called to him by 
name; yet astonishment had obtained 


— 
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such an ascendancy over his native 
brightness of comprehension that he 
remained looking at us, unable to 
move. I hastened to dissolve this 
charm, by giving an explanation of an 
appearance, natural in itself, but 
which seemed to him to favour of en- 
chantment. Restored once more to 
each other, even though in bonds, was 
ecstacy, and highly did we all appraise 
the intellectual banquet. On a mutual 
retrospection of the calamities that had 
reduced us to this fallen state, the ge. 
nerous Lancaster, not for himself, but 
for the love of those he had involved in 
his ruin, lamented with severe reflec- 
tions his not having submitted to the 
Sovereign puissance ere he embraced 
the extremity of a recourse to arms; 
thus scattering the dew of death on 
some, and entailing misery on the re- 
sidue of his partizans. This led to 

the treacherous effects of Stratton's em. 
tassy on the part of Edward. As | 
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marked that Stratton himself warded 
olf Montford's questions concerning 
his interview with the Monarch, I iu- 
formed him of the particulars, as 
taught me by Lord Dacre. Lancaster. 
who, till this instant, had looked not 
beyond the herdsman, now with grati- 
tude thanked, and with pride acknow- 
ledged the affinity, though remote, 
that existed between himself and God- 
frey. Eleanor, wife to Llewellin, and 
daughter of Simon de Montford, being 
niece to Edward I. whose son, Long- 
shanks, was ber . to ig; [neg 
Henry . x: 


* 


Our fire blazed comfent ; e ma I. 
could insure eight hours unmolested ; 
and I resolved to break through tedious. 
' forms, and urge a request I had leng | 
. WH anoxiously wished an occasion to solicit. | | 
Opportunity smiled; and with mingled | 
: respect and earnestness I put my peti- 
[ VOL, u. +} 
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tion to Stratton; and on his consenting 
we prepared for this so-much- desired 
recital. He was beginning, when foot. 
ste ps in the gallery cut his speech. 
We listened, scarce daring to breathe, 
The iron bars without the outward 
door were let down. © We softly rose 
the key turned in the wards—- ue crept 
to the opening, and seizing the rope, 
slid down, and closed the boards; then 
flew on, and nounted to Stratton's 
room. Here 1 left him, and with a 
leap through the aperture, made di- 
rect to my own apartment. In the 
confusion of ascent cne of the stakes 
Joosened, and I fell; but animated with 
extraordinary vigour,. I bounded up, 
and grasping at the edge of the floor, 


climbed to the eminence: there stand- } 


ing, with crossed legs and folded arms, 
T beheld Lavid staring down upon 
me. Mad at this intrusion, unlucky and 
unexpected, that at once, by revealing- 
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Norman's labour, made-us the sport of 
chance, and debarred us of an enjoy- 
ment in itself so innocent, yet inva- 
luable, I would have felled the gaping 
idiot to the ground, but that he, gues- 
zing truly that my vexation might burst 
in outrage upon his much-prized self, 
strided off and locked the door. He 
instantly returned with a numerous 
party of soldiers, preceded by one 
who. bore in his arms a load of chains. 
My limbs were once more encum- 
bered; but in addition to the igno- 
minious punishment, the last ring 
was secured to the iron staple in the 
vall. Remonstrance was alike useless 
and derogatory. I saw them depart, 
and then resigned myself to the utmost 
extravagance of grief. Lamentations 
and groans again filled the space 
again I stamped in very agony. 1 at- 
tempted to advance to the betrayed 
aperture; but the massy links rudely 
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stayed my speed, and dragged me back. 


"Fhwarted at the moment of expected 
permanent pleasure, in sharing the so- 
ciety, and ameliorating.the encreasing 
despondence of those dear friends, | 
wretiched my hair; Istruck the wound. 


ing fetters against my breast; 1 foamed 


as raving under the torments of the hy- 
drophobia, till ex hausted, like a spent 
tyger, I fell motionless on the stone 
bench. With restored composure came 
reflection; and then what a quick transi. 


tion to enravishment, on memory glan- 
eing at Norman, and from him wander. 
ing to his gift, the precious liquid, at 


that time unvalued, now inestimable. 
Fan to the spot where I had sgcreted 


the pliial, and drew it forth. Though 


little versed in the science of chemistry, 
vr the virtue of mineral pre parations, yet 


by arduous persistance 1 accomplished 


the exploit, and severed the link that 


conſined me tò the staple. Elated with 


— 
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| the enthusiasm of -viy- infant -proje &, 
having first bound up the chains that 
tu ined round my wrists, I took a 
sharp clump of wood leſt for fuel, and 
with the lamp descended again into the 
cavern; my wish pointed to see and 
prepare Stratton for the discovery: 
but my time was limited, and pru-· 
dence restrained me. My present pur. 
pose aimed at beguiling my guard; 
and lest that artificers should be dis · 
patched to survey what progress I had 
made, as they considered, in my plans 
of escape, to set them astray in the de- 
rect ion, by forcing a belief that l had 
been endeavouring to work a passage 
the contrary way. I succeeded in fic- 
titiously blocking up that leading to 
Stratton's room with the materials di- 


forming a chasm, I continued to en- 

large it with unwearied assiduity; when 

my implement meeting with uncon- 
E 3 


lapidated from the opposite end. This | 
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querable obstruſtion, I cleared away 
the rubbish, and found it to proceed 
from a huge pile of stone ruins, seem- 
ingly battered down by violence. On 
removing part of these, inattentive to 
the probable consequences resulting 
from a depth of eight feet below the 
 surface of the earth, a flood, foul and 
murky, as poets feign Styx, rushed in 
at the new · cut channel, and had I not 
sprang up the ladder at the first view 
of this disastrous inundation, I had 
been inevitably overwhelmed. This 
stagnant flow I found to be the moat 
to the-inward building of the -Castle. 
As the accident was irremediable, and 
day began to dawn, 1 was compelled to 
Test in hope that, should-the water be 
removed by suction, the temporary 
screen I had raised to the right would 
remain unnoticed. My next .expert- 
ment was to contrive the closing of the 
disjoined ring, so as to deceive my 
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wary keeper, and yet hold the pri- 
vilege of freeing myself at will. This 
too, after many trials and disappoint- 
ments, I accomplished; and then, ha- 
rassed with incredible toil of body and 
mind, I laid down, my gentle compa- 
nion at my side, and slept till rouzed 


by the noisy entrance of David and 


two workmen. They crossed -over to 
the trap, and laid their tools at the 
edge. David, motioning them to stay 
where they were, till he had first re- 
connoitered the ground, let himself 
down, and by degrees disappeared. 
On a sudden the staves, which I had 
with no ill intent refixed, but negli- 
gently, gave way with him, and we 
heard his heavy plunge into the water. 
The two men laughed immoderately; 
but attempted not to assist him.— 
Forgetting the fetter that had under- 
gone severance, I started from my 
seat, designing to rescue poor David 
E 4 
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from the danger I had thus uninten- 
tionally involved him in. However, 
my assistance was needless; forhe safely 
scrambled up the acclivity, but in a 
most woeful plight; not only steeped 
in water, but covered with the slimy 
weeds and other noisome appendages 
that infested the swampy soil. A 
deluge below!' cried he, shaking him- 
self. «You seem wet,” remarked one 
of the workmen— I hope you have re. 
ceived no injury,” said the other: both 
wearing the profound gravity of re- 
spefful anxiety. My fears that David 
had suffered by his fall being now done 


away, the thought recurred of my stand- 


ing at that moment three yards from 
the bounds circumscribed by the chain. 
Taking advantage of bis wringing bis 
hair and rubbing his eyes, I slunk 
back to the bench, and he soon after leſt 
me, muttering, as he departed, that ! 
had certainly summoned a tribe of mis- 
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chievous demon 8 to my aid to execute 


this stupendous work. The impedi. 


ment to my seeing my friends at present 
being insurmountable, Idevoted the re · 
mainder of the day to reading. The 
same night David, cleansed, perfumed, 
and wholesomely equipped, came, con- 
trary to my desire or expectations, 
with his chess · board, and as:calmly as 
if nothing had occurred to interrupt 
the complacency of our meetings, 


.seated himself, and challenged me to 


the contest : he even proposed to ease 
me of my manacles during our play: 
but this unseasonable offer of good- 
nature, as you may conceive, 1 stead- 
fastly refused. To that extent this- 


man's infatuation and concupiscence 


had transported him, that he would not 

have omitted his nightly diversion al- 

though he had -a warrant to lay on the 

table for my execution the subsequent 

morn. Noting my time, I carelessly 
2 
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inquired what course he intended to 
pursue as to the filling of the aperture? 
What import is it to you r' he asked. 
Do you mean to have it choaked up *” 

_ « Yes: tis very strange, truly !' Sur. 
prised at this incomprehensible an- 
swer, I yet hazarded adding— Then 
the water will be drained off? The 
water drained off Aye!” returned 
I, morosely, ' how will you pro- 
ceed in this business © —* I take 
your pawn, checkmate you with my 
bishop and my rook, and have won; 
you can't move your king. Pay me.” 
He tendered his hand; and though I 

- IH saw through his knavery in coming to 

this hasty conclusion, yet I gave the 
unfairly lost sterling; for at the end of 

each game he made it an invariable 

rule to call in his dues, as his brain 

could not withstand numeration; even 

the addition of five and four was to him 

an enigma that his capacity would not 

| enable him to expound: and to me it 
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was inexplicable how he had arrived at 
such distinguished proficiency in the 
game of chess, until I remembered the 
celebrated chess- playing automaton in 
Zurich that opposed and subdued all 
that entered the lists against him. Ima- 
gination fondly extending to the pro- 
bability of yet carrying my scheme to 
perfection, a notion came across me 
of an improvement in the plan. In- 
servient to this idea, when David ob- 
jected to recompence my advantages 
over him in coin, and offered trifles of no 
value, being already sufficienly sup- 
plied, I demanded his debt in tapers, 
alledging for excuse the offensive qua- 
lity of the oil appertaining to the lamp, 
it being both unpleasant to the smell 
and detrimental to respiration. * Thou 
shalt have them,” replied he, * though 
they were made of gold. I would 
prefer them wax,” I answered. © Come, 

restore me that noble I just now gave 
Jou,“ said he, and you shall have the 
FC. 
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contents of this bag.” He opened a 
large canvas purse that depended from 
his girdle, and displayed tapers to the 
amount of twenty or thirty: some had 
been light, others were hole. 
These were his perquisites as sweeper 
of the Castle chapel; and before he vi- 
sited me he had been his rounds, ga- 
thering his gifts after complines. 1 
took them "with a promise of more. 
The following day the workmen re- 
turned, and after a few hours labour 
below departed. Although I wished 


| d much to view their subterraneous ope · 


rations, yet 1 had the command over 
myself to deſer it till 1 judged that 
all were retired to rest: then taking 
my lamp, I descended to explore the 
enſilade, and saw with pleasure that 80 
fan from their works militating against 
my views, they had rather given them 
praRicability, by voiding the inunda- 
„Aion; the erecting of a wall, being a 
vure W to the future inroads 
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of the moat. Supposing the opposite 
end to be the solid body of earth, they 
had let it remain in the state I had left 
it. This false barrier I quickly demo- 
lished, and mounting, gave the con- 
certed signal, (three distinct knocks), 
which, if perchance we were not alone, 
was to be answered by a single stamp 
of the foot. I staid not long with Strat- 
ton, on his startipg the objection to 
seeing Lancaster, that David might be 
tempted, from the late occurrences, to 
visit me at an earlier hour than usual. 
I acquiesced in the probability of this, 
and promising to join him the next 
night, I went back to my room. Strat- 
ton was right; for ere I had concluded 
replacing the nails, and fastening my 
severed chain, David opened the doors, 
and thrusting in his head, looked 

around, and shut them to again. Im- 
mediately before matins, Which was 
an hour sooner than his accustomed 
time, he brought his chess - board, and 
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faithful to his word, paid his losses in 
tapers. Animated by such a recom. 
pence, I attacked cheerfully, and. 
yielded 'to him the two first games: 
but on a sudden methought I heard 
the signal. Confused and mortified, I 
knew not how to draw off David's at. 
_ tention : he looked up, and turned his 
head mechanically at each successive 
stroke. In haste and perturbation I 
whistled to the dog, who, at my voice, 
| bounded forwards, and leaping upon 
the board, overset the whole tribe of 
rooks, kings, and bishops. This ac- 
cident, fortunate beyond conception, 
rescued me at the moment of dis- 
covery. I chased the animal, and 
frowning at the little innocent, who, 
crouching down, cast upward his im- 
ploring eye, I stamped loudly on the 
floor. David, who before the inter- 
ruption had been on the point of losing 
the game, no sooner saw all the men 
ren versed, and that the play stood far 
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nought, than he attacked the board 
with redoubled avidity, ascribing the 
noise solely to the harmless brute 
that had thus saved me. But a se- 
cond mischance quickly followed; for, 
by the extraordinary exertion I had 
made in this manoeuvre, the broken 


link separated and fell to the ground. 


Alarmed lest he should inspect into 
the real state of the chains, I started 
from the table, and broke into a fu- 
rious railing at some pretended unfair- 
ness; insisting moreover on his ex- 
plaining wherefore he had made his 
last move. This inquisitorial mode of 
procedure was new to him: he stared 
at me, rose slowly, swept away the 
| winnings, took up the chessman and 
his train, and, as on a former occa- _ 
sion, walked off in silence. f 


* 


Represent me now in Stratton's 
room with my two friends. Here!“ 


said I, producing the tapers, by 


_ 


* 
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these; in imitation of our En glish Al. 
fred, design to measure time, should 
we succeed in establishing these noc · 
turnal interviews, until our trials come 
on: ere thrice this * N of IO is 
burned we must separate. 

To be less diffuse, eine: I will 
: ahve thee Stratton's  QUISHUVS in his 
n * 
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* LEWELLIN's disagreements with 
Edward I. resulting originally? from 
the former refusing to pay further ho- 
mage to England, alledging in justifi- 
cation, that he held his crown on the 
will of his subjects; his waving the ac- * 
customed ceremony of being present 
at the coronation of the English Mo. 
narchs; his withholding tribute, and 
their variety of other clashing conten - 
tions, have been so fully detailed, that 
need not enlarge or dwell upon them; 
but to proceed progressively, I must 
state a circumstance, over which, were 
the knowledge of it confined to me 
alone, I would throw the shade of 
oblivion ; but though it met not with 
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general publicity, it is known to many. 
John Baliol, since competitor for, and 
possessor of the Scotch sovereignty, 
was, with my father Llewellin, among 
the royal auxiliaries that accompanied 
Edward to the Holy Land. With 
them leagued Mecherdech, grandson 
to Roderick O'Connor, the last native 
King of Ireland. This Prince, being 
comparatively advanced in years, acted 
as guardian to the two young men, 
whose reciprocal predlection I anipty 
pourtray in saying, that now the torch 
of friendship burns not brighter be. 
tween you than it did when Baliol and 
Llevellin exchanged amity. Having 
particularly distinguished themselves 
in the holy broils, Edward, on his re- 
turn from Palestine, and accession to 
the British throne, invited them to 
pass some time iu England. Here first 
Wales beheld Eleanor, the daughter 
of Simon de Montford, surnamed 
the Bold. As you both well know, 
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he wedded her, and shortly after led 
his youthful bride to his Court at Mon- 
mouth. Time long swept the chords 
of gladness through the principality on 
this occasion, hen the sound became 
harsh; for Discord, rouzed from a 
short slumber, shook her ebon wings, 
and the word was war betwixt England 
and Caledonia. 


© Baliol, who had been proclaimed - 
Lord of Scotland by the English King 
at a general meeting of the claimants 
at Northampton, on account of some 
misunderstanding relative to castles 
delivered unto Macduff, Earl of Fife, 
bid defiance to the arin that raised him, 
and hostilitics speedily commenced. 
Berwick and Dunbar were attacked by 
Edward: Ba iol was defeated, and sent 
vith a tribe of Scottish nobles to Eng- 
land. Many years he passed at Ox- 
ford ; till his conqueror, growing jea- 
lous of the liberty he himself permitted 
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the royal prisoner to enjoy, would 
have confined him to the limits of the 
tower. under specious pretences of 
conspiring with his countrymen, had 
not he received timely notice from his 
partizans, and fled to Wales: here, 
relying upon the friendship Llewellin 
bore him, he sought refuge in his pro. 
tection. As he rightly expected, he 
was received with protestations of vi- 
gorous defence and inviolable regard. 
This open braving of the British Da. 
gon's wide controul caused war to be 
also declared against Wales; but be · 
fore a blow was struck, or that his ad- 
verse intentions were decisively pro- 
mulgated, the Princess Eleanor, as 

crossing from France, was captured by 
an English squadron. Edward, con- 
ceiving by this he already trod upon 
his haughty opponent's neck, now 
exercised his acquired might, and me- 
naced Llewellin with the total depriva- 
tion of his consort, if he did not only 
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submit himself to whatever resolves 
were entered upon, but also deliver 
Baliol to his power, and thus heal the 
rupture on the part of Wales. This 
proposition, from which Edward could 
never be brought to recede, was treated 
with sullen contempt, nearly border- 
ing on indifference. But in process of 
time tenderness -and solicitude for his 
wife's safety over balanced the weight 
of honour, hospitality, and every so- 
cial tie, in Llewellin's breast. Whilst, 
in the ease of confidence, Baliol sat 
with him at table, he betrayed him 
into the hands of those deputed to ap- 
prehend him. The terms of the ran- 
som Edward strictly adhered to: too 
vain of his present prize to be unjust, 
the Princess Eleanor, without further 
let, was escorted to Wales. 
nnen | 1 | 
Three months the Scottish King 
passed in durance at the Savoy, when, 
by nearly miraculous interposition, he 
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eſſected his escape to Ireland. Al- 

though execrating the memory of the 
treacherous Llewellin, and justified in 
distrusting truth itself, after the faith. 
less treatment he had experienced, yet 
would he needs again confide in human 
Sincerity, and trust his life to the ho- 
nesty of another friend. This gene- 
rous reliance on individual worth was 
nobly rewarded; for Mecherdech, il- 
lustrious in innate goodness, although 
Subjugated and oppressed, at the immi- 
nent risque of his liberty (his dearest 
and only possess ion), opened the arms 
of help and consolation to the perse- 
cuted chief, which served to plant 
the roots of irrascible hatred against 
the uxorious Llewellit deeper into the 
heart of Ealiol. Whilst Mecherdech 
sqjourned on earth, he treated the royal 
fugitive with the respectful frankness 
of an honourable ally and the cheering 
urbanity of an upright man, Who 
would have proudly rejected every 
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consideration rather than betray him 
that sought protection under his roof, 
and challenged it from a friend. Few 
were Mecherdech's worldfy effects, yet 
these few he left to Baliol; but the 
most magnificent of his bequests was 
the care of an infant son . son is 
Norman O Danes. 


Having seen the remains of his dear 
benetactor-interred, he took the darling 
relict to his fostering bosom with en- 
raptured oraizons that he had thus an 
occasion to prove his eternal gratitude 
to a man who had gone to the ntmost 
stretch of kindness in his favour, Ba- 
liol remained in Ireland, until fortune 
veered in the shape of Edward's cap. 
tious temper, who had found a fair 
reason to depose Bruce, and now again 
called Baliol to the crown of Scotland 
with the unanimous and heart-giving 
consent of his gallant countrymen, 
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„Voung Norman tbrived rapidly 


under the cherishing influence of his 
royal guardian; but as his mind ex- 
panded, Baliol, like Hanno of old, 
made the ideas he was assisting to di- 
late subservient to his own personal 
designs, and, from the child's earliest 
infancy, contrived to blend, even with 
the sagest principles of moral recti. 
tude, a fixed and rancorous aversion to 
Llewellin and his progeny : thus keep- 
ing in play his own inveteracy, and 


lay ing the means by which, when he 
Vas no more, the same abhorrent spirit 
might live in Norman, ho, though 
otherwise of an open, liberal mind, yet 
in time became an apt scholar to his 
instructions, illustrated by repeated 
recitals of an offence which, inexcusable 
in itself, was however greatly exagge- 
rated by the extent of wrath burning 
with unquenchable flames in the breast 
of Baliol; and to this day Norman de- 
tests the name of Wales or Llewellin. 
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« Llewellin had enjoyed some few 
years in peace; but was at length driven 
to employ resistance against the fre- 
quent incursions of the English. These 
feuds ended in a battle that proved un · 
prosperous to the Welch, and their 
Prince was forced to abscond from his 
country: yet not so precipitately but 
that he prepared to snatch his wife 
from a state, which to draw her from 
heretofore. he had committed an at 
unworthy of his name. A few hours 
previous to the appointed time for em- 
barking for the Continent, my father's | 
melancholy prognostics whispering 
that we should part, prompted him to 


a measure, strange and romantic in 


appearance, but wholly consistent 
with his zealous and eecentric turn. 
With a small silver instrument he 
pricked the characters of GoD FREY, 


so TOLLEWELLIN, PRINCEOF CAMBRIA.” 
on my breast; and, that they might 


never be effaced, he filled the punc- 
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tures with a crimson unct uous powder, 
that at once staunched the blood, as. 
suaged the pain, and indelibly stamped 


the impression which thus marked my 


birth. Careful of communicating his 
intent to Eleanor previous to trial, lest 
her maternal apprehensions should 
operate towards the prevention of the 
attempt, he now exultingly displayed 
his work. She read—she smiled; but 


it vas not the smile of satisfaction. 
More susceptible of fears than her 


Lord, penetrating through the cur. 
tain placed before futurity, she con- 
ceived that what he had done might 


ac detrimental to me instead of other. 


wise. Deprived even in childhood of 
their paternal care, I might have fiou- 
rished in happy obscurity; but, as she 
said, this never dying  testimony, 


whilst fed with life, would, in all 


likelihood, prove of the most injurious 
consequences, should chance reveal it 
to sight ere I arrived at an age to 
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comprehend the expediency of con- 
cealing it from view myself. Llewel- 
lin acknowledged by words the sa- 
pience of her expostulation, and la- 
mented his precipitancy in not having 
first advised with her; but secretly re- 
joiced in a device that, as he fondly 
thought, impressed royalty on his off- 


spring. 


That inauspicious cloud depending 
over Llewellin, even from his birth, 
now rendered all the measures he had 
planned for flight abortive. Ever ir- 
resolute in opinion, indefinite in coun- 
cil, and unfortunate in execution, he 
had conducted his purposed proceed- 
ings so incircumspect, that the intelli- 
gence of the vessels being in wait to 
convey him from the country reached 
Edward before it came to his ear; and 
the rising moon found the Castle of 
Montgomer encom passed by the ad- 


vanced guard of the English army. 
4 
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Although further retreat towards the 
coast was cut off, yet had some of those 
whom he designed to accompany him 
found means to embark, and the ma. 
riners only waited the coming of the 
Prince: but Llewellin, at the moment 
of departure, made back to the ar. 
moury, purposing to fetch a favourite 
lance. In his haste he suffered the 
door, which closed with a spring, to 
- Shut after him; and not being conver- 
sant with the art of pushing it back, he 


Vas forced to wait for assistance from 


without. 


© Lionel, ard his wife, Constantia, 
Ecurie and first woman to the Prin. 
cess, timely foreseeing the danger that 
threatened the besieged, took a favour- 
able interval to delude Eleanor, by 
giving out that Llewellin had safely 
got on board, and but attended her 
arrival. Unable to reach the shore, it 
being guarded to some extent by Bri- 
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tish soldiers, the trusty Lionel bent a 
contrary way, and retreated inland; 
but by wandering natives, driven from 
their homes by the rapid progress of 


Edward's troops, that scoured the 
country through which they marched, 


he learned Llewellin had been seized - 
in his attempt of forcing the armoury 
door, and $hortly after, in a slight 
skirmish, slain: they also added, that 
Edward had given private orders for 
the vessel thats still rode at anchor in 
the Bay to be seuttled. I his an expe- 
rienced diver accomplished, under 
cover of obscurity (for the. moon was 
enwrappedin darkness) by boringa hole 
in the keel. The evil was known too late; 
the ship foundered, and those on board 
that could not swim sank. Among 
the retinue previously embarked was 
Arbella, a young female of the Prin- 
cess' train, with her infant son. They 
being both lost, the similitude of cir- 
7 3 1 
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| cumstances, and the sudden disa ppear- 


ance of Eleanor, gave rise to the re. 
port that it was my mother and self 
had perished; and though some few 
scattered Cambrians persisted in the 
belief that Llewellin was not killed, 
but had been made prisoner to Eng. 
land, yet the general rumour at the 
time purported that the race of Ap 
Griffith was extinct, excepting in Da- 
vid, brother to Llewellin, long a cap- 

tive in London. 8 | 


© By $unrrise the wearied fugitives 
reached the mountains. Here in vain 
the jaded senses panted for enjoyment, 
or rather relief from pain; nothing 
met the eye but uncultivated wolds, or 
barren acclivities, over-topping accli- 
vity. Now they crossed the spiral tops 
of that hvge chain.of mounds running 
towards the coast northwards, and 
now traversed a wide expanse of de- 

nuded territory, laid waste by the 
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scythe of long successive wars. At 
length they reached the fertile vale of 
Lawdir, formed on one side by the 
awful height of Carlow, which, though 
nobly elevated in itself, appeared as 
footstool to the Alp-like majesty of 
white-topped Snowden. Lionel, with 
encouraging consolations in look and 
words, yet suffered mentally for the 
anguish and dread of mind, joined to 
that excess of fatigue his wife and 
Royal Mistress laboured under; he 
cast his enquiring eye around, in hopes 
of finding an inhabited spot; and soon, 
joy to his heart! he fixed them on awhite 
habitation, situated in the centre of a 
large plantation, in the vale of Lawdir, 
at the ſoot of Snowden. He pointed it 
out to the exhausted wanderers, and, 
as the horses were sure footed, under. 
took, if they kept their seats, to lead 


them down the precipice. 
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At the door of the embowered cot. 
tage sat the owner. This man, of 
whom you -may have heard, was Bal- 
samas, born at Roscommon, then a 
solitary recluse, totally abstracted from 
every social duty, and buried in the 
most de populated part of Wales. The 
. residence he possessed was built by 
Sylvester Gyraldus, a Welchman born, 
formerly preceptor to King John, and 
an associate of the second Henry, 
Who, from his penning an itinerary 
through Wales and Ireland, was 
Surnamed Cambrensis. Here that 
learned and truly worthy man, after 
a life spent in the exercise of every 
Christian devoir, compleated his days. 
He being gone, the plantation was 
tenanted by Balsamas; but a wide dif- 
ference existed between two characters 
which, from their sympathy of retire- 
ment seemed to bespeak a like conge- 
niality of mind. Gyraldus, conform. 
able to an elegant and refined turn of 
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disposition, spent his youth in the 
' pleasing pursuits of valuable know. 
ledge : wealth and sublunary dignities: 
were offered him; but he declined all, 
and voluntarily shunned the. maze of 
seducing follies at a moment when he 
might have plunged, with crowned 
heads, into the full delights of the 
pleasurable world. Not so Balsamas: 
ever of a presumptuous, enterprizing 
spirit, from his boyhood he had been 
a noted idler in the Courts of Princes. 
The merit intrinsically his, was abs» 
sorbed in an unlimited desire of ag- 
grandizement. Already exalted in in- 
telligent capacity far above those that 
blazed over him in Fortune's cdncave,, 
he meanly wooed the notice of the en- 
throned idols : although rich in a pro. 
fundity of intellectual knowledge, his 
inelinations were debased and fawning. 
Had he been less diffident of his own 
peculiar energy of genius, he might 
have ones the elevation he aimed at: 
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let him but have retired, and he would 
have been sought. Those that then 
« FCdegradingly neglected him, as impos- 
ing, would have been proud to solicit 
his attention: but power is justified in 
lording over the smiling s8ycophant 
that worships it; and he that regards 
those of rank to be of a different 
species from himself, should not mur- 
mur when inflated rank allows the dif- 
ference. Where faction and intrigue 
- worked, there was Balsamas : his very 
breath was adulation; he debased his 
understanding, sacrificed truth, and 
yet contumelious neglet alone was 
the dear purchased requittal of trouble- 
some insolence: he built dependance 
on the shadow of fair sembling assur- 
L ances, and grasped the substance of 
keen disappointment. After many 
years wasted in lingering persuasion 
of truth in engagements, he saw that 
undesigned or intentional remissness 
to his suits was the only recompence 
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awarded him. Rouzed: from turpi- 
tude, he then Inveighed, with logi- 
cal precision and impressive argu- 
ments, against the vicious follies of a 
Court, commiserated those that ho- 
vered within the circle of royalty, or 
were oppressed with the weighty bur 
dens of a crown, and irritated” by dis- 
gust at the failure of his hopes, he fled 
the haunts of men, and turned philo- | 
zopher. r e 
"0 When the: remains of that 67 
imbibed affectation in his comportment 
suffered him to notice the petitioning 
fugitives, or hearken to the substance 
of their situation, as detailed by Lionel, 
he received them graciously; and, on 
comprehending the rank of Eleanor, 
he resigned the habitation to her dis- 
posal. This sequestered spot, upon 
mature deliberation, was fixed on by 
my mother for her future abode. The 
trifling view she had had of Edward. 
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 *  sulted with paltry triumph over the 
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prior to her marriage, and during her 
first captivity, gave her an aversion to 
bim, and the grief for her Lord's 
death added the pangs of premature 
separation to that antipathy she had 
before conceived against the English 
Monarch who, in his conquests, had 
not sufficient moderation to check the 
ungenerous arrogance of his nature; 
but after victory indiseriminately in- 


fallen. Friends in England, Eleanor 
bad none: her father, Montford, and 
nearest kindred were dead; she felt 
partiality to Wales, the poorest native 
of which loved her very name; and she 
resolved, as the best testimony of her 
tender regard for the memory of her 
husband, to devote the remainder. of 
her days (which promised to be many, 

for she was still in the bloom of youth) 
to the rearing. of their only child. 
Though encircled by the brilliancy of 
a polished Court, she had never en- 
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trusted my infancy to the direction of 
a sordid matron: Eleanor turned not 
from the first tie of nature; but, jea- 
lous of an intervening hand, nursed 
and tended me herself, hushed my 
wayward cries on her bosom, and 
watched the blossom ripening beneatn 
the genial warmth of her assiduous 

care. Now I entered the pale of child - 
hood, and then the important part of 
her duty commenced: she had been 
given a trust from God, and it was 
left to her to bend the materials either 
to good or evil. During the period of 
infancy, Eleanor revolved in her mind 
what course to take as the most certain 
to ensure my steps to the former. In 
time she rested upon two - prinet- 
pal points for the centre whence all 
other benefits might flow. The first 
was to initiate me into the history 
of my native earth; the second, to 
know at whose word that karth sprung, 
and from whom my opirit had emase 
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rate; Piety is a spring that is to be 


found in every heart; but it must be 
drawn forth for service, and retain its 
purity by motion, or else it stagnates 
and corrupts. Eleanor transformed 


my sports to gilded precepts of mora- 
lity, and although unconscious of it, 
my every act was predetermined: she 


traced my way from the cradle to 
adolescence; but planted the path with 
immortal amaranth. I plucked the 
flower, ignorant that the teeming earth 
bore aught else; and as I was not per. 


mitted to see the weeds, I could not 
covet their possession. Man, like the 


alligator over its prey, laments the sor- 


rows of this nether world, and com- 


passionates the new- born babe's en- 
tranee into wretched life, antecedently 
revising the thick-elustering pains that 


it is subject to ere it even reaches its 


first elimacteric; but who is it assists in 
fulfilling this prophetic ban ? where. 
fore should its early days be embit- 
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tered by sharpadmonitions and useless 
severity ? Why cannot the expanding 
mind be familiarized to meet the 
shocks of adversity only in theory, that 
when the stroke falls the edge may be 
somewhat blunted, without torturing 


it by a suecession of uneasiness merely 


to season it to misery. 193,59 


©] was now at a period when, ac- 


cording to the higher mode of instruct. 


ing youth, the human mind undergoes 
more real dread, more genuine sad 
ness and dismay, than at any future 
time during the whole run of its ca- 
reer, be calamities ever so weighty or 
frequent. The trembling child, as yet 
devoid of reason to combat against its 


assailing panics, sighs in terror on 


hearing the dreadful summons to the 
daily task; he shrinks from the brow- 
beaten visage and the storm of words 


bursting from the effervescent lips of 
the menacing preceptor; his heart 


236 LLEWELLIN« 


swelling with indignation, and pierced 
to the soul with affright when the hand 
of chastisement is raised over his head: 
and to what pur pose are these coer- 
cive measures employed ? His weari- 
some hours are spent in decyphering 
many languages, when one would an- 
swer every intent: he is set to solve 
problems on the cycle of the lunar 
system, or the laws of planetary mo- 
tions and heavenly orbits; or theorems 
ſor extracting the roots of equation; 
or pondering on what name should 
bear gules on a chevron argent three 
bars—gemelles sable. Heraldry, al. 
gebra, and astronomy, and every ir- 
regular branch of superfluous learning, 
Eleanor debarred from me. Of what 
avail,” she said, « Soaring to the mys- 
tie wonders of the worlds above ? Can 
they confer actual benefits on those 
who endeavour to initiate themselves 
into the hidden principles of their 
existence? They perform the duties 
" a 
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allotted them, and are regulated 
by the divine Artist. We are al- 
ready sensible that this terraqueous 
globe moves in its peculiar compass, 
to carry on the great end of order 
and utility: so those myriads of illu- 
mined bodies have each their ap- 
pointed function, which man, after all 
his abstruse labours, can gain but a 
faint idea of. Why is it material to an 
inhabitant of this earth to- question 
wherefore were they suspended aloof? 
Had not each a part in forming the 
miraculous whole, they would never 
have graced the glorious structure: 
ſor of the Almighty's works nothing 


is extraneous. How does the deep 


and minute researches of the sage 
conelude, but in palpable conviction 
that hitherto he had toiled in obscurity; 
and that the spirit of true knowledge 
was fixed in empyrium, whither his 
mind could not soar till divested of the 
clog of mortality. 
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After performing his celestial men- 
surations, marking the circuitous re-. 
volves of the planets, and enumerating 
ast ronomical calculations, the philoso- 
pher, to appease hunger must needs look 
to earth for sustenance: why doth not 


A the luminous orbs reward their inqui- - 


sitive examiner, and pour down illus- 
trations as to their height, dimensions, 
and appropriate properties? Why not. 
to spare much time and doubts, do 

they not descend a ſew degrees, and 
give the sedulous inquirer a fairer 
chance to inspect into their nature and 
formation ? Why so disdainfully move 
on their axis, and continue their uner- 
ring eircuit, as glancing a reproach on 
the gazer's disregard to his own im- 
portant and personal obligations ? Not 
thus the earth compensates her admi- 
rer's travail: she opens her treasures 
to inspection; and for a loan repays a 
E 3 ten thousand fold. | 
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% How imports it to learn what 
passed centuries back, or scrutinize 
what will probably befall in centuries 


to come? Let us look to the present, 
said my mother, in whose arguments 
you must not look beyond those of the 


woman, ** fulfil to the ut most our du- 


ties in this transitory state, and 
emerged from that, in lieu of sus-- 


pence, we shall, in ourselves, com- 


prize all that knowledge which a mil- 


lion of years, in our probationary sta- 


tion, would not have resolved us in. 


In fine, we may look from the begin- 
ning of time to the commencement of 
eternity.“ | 


* Behold me now in my fourtcenth 


year, totally ignorant of the manners 


and customs of the world, saving what 
I gathered from the instructions of my 


mother, who, though it might be her 
latent wish that this blissful progress 
should endure, yet was not so roman 


- 
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tically weak as to delude herself into 
a Supposition that I for ever should 
exist in solitude; or that, when I did 
mingle with society, I could glide on 
without previous perception of such 
concerns as unavoidably clashed in an 
acquaintance with the modes of life: 


but the knowledge I obtained came to 


me, by Eleanor's device, of my own 
free: will; So contrary from obtruding 
learning on me, thereby making it un- 
welcome and galling, she in several 
instances gave a check which operated' 
but as an incentive to the eagerness I 
displayed for every shew of informa- 
tion: yet the bounds of my literary 
acquirements went no farther than the 
reading, with Balsamas, the works of 
Xenophon, Theophrastus, Cato the 
Censor, Democritus, Mago the Car- 
thaginian, and other authors that 
treated on my main study and employ- 
ment. A tear was never shed, a sigh 
heaved, or complaint murmured; and 


— 


* 


* 


LLEWELLIN. 141 


yet, ere I reached my third lustre, I 
was a perfect proficient in the sciences 
of botany, zoology, and agriculture. 


* My habitation at Winchester, tho? 
smaller in proportion, is the exact 
model of that wherein I spent my 
childhood. It consisted of six parti- 
tions, four of which, in the life time of 
Gyraldus, were appropriated for the 
housing of grain. Full in front was 
stretehed a noble plantation, that, by 
the industry of Lionel, had been greatly 
enlarged, and now flourished rich in 
its abundant treasures of flowers and 
fruit: the former, planted and tended 
by my mother and Constantia, seemed 
to glow in tints brighter than nature, 
and send forth a triple store of grate- 
ful fragrance; whilst the latter, pruned 
andculled by the hands of love, imparted 
a flavour, luscious to the epicure. Be- 
yond extended to the foot of Carlow an 
inclogure of corn and pasture fields, 
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the care of which fell jointly to. the 
Province of Lionel and myself. At 
sun - rise we were wont to repair, with 
alert limbs and joy-fraught hearts; 
they to their garden we to our fields. 
At noon the citation, accompanied by 
the smiles of maternal and conjugal 
affection, invited us to the board, 
spread with the wholesome diet of na- 
ture, and their preparing. It was 
now, like magnets, each drew forth 
the other's mind— each gave— each 
took —and, at the conclusion, all rose 
Vinners. At sun-set our pleasing oc- 
cupations ceased : we survey ed the la- 
bours of our hand, and retired, say. 
ing, „Thus much we have done to. 
day, and, God be willing, will do that 
to-morrow, In summer eves we as- 
sembled on the grassy platform before 
the cottage. Now the majestic ball of 
light, which sages tell us is but the 
Sun's reflection, sunk in the western 
sky now the streaks of red and glar- 
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ing purple gradually fade—and now 
the moon, like threatening destruc- 
tion, rises with fiery vastness to per- 
form her nightly tour across the azure 
concave; - by degrees she doffs her 
crimson mantle, and arrays herself in 
silver: and anon the gathering clouds, 
hanging in pellucid folds, slowly crowd 
over each other, giving cloathing to 
the sky. All thesé I marked whilst 
laying at my mother's feet, watching 
every motion of her varying counte- 
nance, and listening in etstacy to the 
heavenly tones of her lyre, or the 
more harmonions notes of her seraphic 
voice. Now a majestic swell of me- 
ody reverberated through the air, 
then fell in trembling trepidation to a 
gentle murmur, like the mournful 
sounds of the bird of sorrow: now a 
chearful warble and now a loud ca- 
dence, carried by the breeze, swept 
over the waters, and returned whisper- 
ing with redoubled sweetness. These 
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rapturous meetings. were never ho. 


noured by the presence of Balsamas: 
sometimes he chanced to accord us his 
company at meals; but even then his 


regards were so wholly bent on the 


complexity of his multifarious studies, 
that whether he walked, or spoke, or 
partook of nourishment, his active 


thoughts were fixed either on the na · 


ture of colours, the rounding of the 


square, Plato's republic, the influx and 


reflux of the seas, or the transmutation 


of metals. By this intense ardour to 


his favourite pursuits, his temper be- 
came captious; his features were con- 
tracted to an -habitual austerity; his 
words were few; and when he did 


| grant himself the indulgence of an 


hour's repose, sleep to him came 
broken, disturbed, and inefficacious, 


as to renovation of health or spirits: 


* 


but this was seldom; for whilst we re. 


signed our faculties to rest, and ideas 


floated in airy dreams, his nights were 


— 
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oftener spent in projecting spherical 
operations or christening the stars. 


The memory of Gyraldus he held 
in high esteem, and with tender vene- 
ration preserved several relics of his 
learned predecessor, who, with him 
self, was a disciple of the Pythagorean 
system, as far as related to the abstain- 
ing from flesh. Among Sylvester's 
other fancies, he (as did also Balsamas 
in imitation) passed much of his time 
in a grove consecrated by him to me- 
ditation. It was laid in the form of a 
Y, the above philosopher's well known 
symbol of life. A small green plat 
constituted the point of the letter, 
which shewed the entrance into being: 
the single stroke, by a narrow path, 
intersected by many obstructions, was 
the period between birth and the æra 


noted as arrived at years of discretion: 


this was denominated by the partition 
from whence branched the. two walks 


planted with evergreens : these being 
VOL, 11. 8 | * 
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the paths to vice or virtue, either leſt 
to the option of the traveller which to 
take in his future career. The first 
promised fair in superficial shew : the 
1uxuriant foliage and accumulated ele. 
gancies enticed the unwary gazer for. 
ward : but gradually all symmetry 
and loveliness vanished; he wandered 
in an artificial labyrinth, and, ere he 
could extricate himself, arrived at the 
brink of a spacious and terrific cavern, 
through which rushed the flowing of 
falling cataraGts, precipitating from a 


cone raised height adown the rugged 


ruins into the abyss below. At the 
first sight imagination could not fail 
of being impressed with some slight 
degree of terror. The contrary road, 
that seemed so despondingly desert. 
less on a casual inspection, when en- 
tered, lost its rude appearance: the 
farther you proceeded fresh beauties 
arose to view, and it ended in a per- 
fect imitation of that delight repre- 
sented in a Paradise. But though an 

Eden, it was solitary, and J preferred 
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rambling over the barren tract of Car- 
low with Lionel than be immured with 
the stern and taciturn Balsamas in | 
what he eb ewty his Heaven. 


5 Tbe flocks of sheep with which we 
had augmented our colony, supplied 
us with materials for our garments, 
spun by Eleanor and Constantia. Our 
inoffensive fellow-citizens met not the 
doom of death from us: they breathed, 
existed their. natural term, and then 
incorporated with their native soil. 
con wy mother's first arrival at Snow- 
| den, she and her . companions were, 
through necessity, long obliged to ab- 
stain from animal food, vegetation 
alone being Balgamas's sustenance, and 
all he had to offer. Converts to his 
precept, they then entered into a mu- 
tual compact further to refrain from 
the use of flesh: the advantage. of 
which determination I enjoyed the 
most definitively; as they, for a cer. 
J tain interval, could not so decisively | 
G 2 , 


| 
| 
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they felt a deficiency in strength, and 
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wean themselves from habit, but that 


a a craving for their hitherto support. 
T have heard it alledged, in favour of 
this impure and unnatural nutriment, 
that by God's express command the 
ungenerate descendants of Noah chang- 
ed their course of diet. But be this 
admitted; it was rather the benignity 
of the Almighty, to prevent their fil- 
ling the measure of iniquity; and, at 
the expence of obedience, satisfy the 
appetite, regardless of divine prohibi- 
tion, than any persisting proof that it 
operated as conducive to the welfare of 


mankind: but to assert that the use of 


animal food was sanctioned by autho- 
rity from above is but a colour, one of 
the tribe of es introduced by 
priestcraft; for if the virtues they as- 
cribe to it actually are such, where- 
fore were our first parents, and a long 
sweep of generations, debarred the en- 
joyment? The works of God admit 
not of improvement even from him- 
self; for all primeval were created 


CY 
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from excellence, and wanted not 
re-touching. It has also been ad- 
vanced, that, but for the general con- 
sumption, the vast increase would 
prove of serious consequences to the 
human race. This is of the same class 
with the assertion, that, were it not 
for war, the globe would be over- 
stocked with mighty replenishment. 
The material world is in a progressive 
state of preponderance, decay being 
proportionate to population. I am 
not enough thoroughly versed in the 
secrets of the human frame to ground 
general opinions on individual ideas; 
but can in myself bring forward an 
example to shew what wisdom is in the 
doctrine of Pythagoras: the blaze of 
imposture, in the principles he laid 
down concerning transmigration, was 
but the hy perbolical gloss thrown over 
a specific good. Without this subtle 
cloak, though his intents were purely 
lor the certain advantage of ensuing 
ages, yet he might have argued in 
G 8 
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_- vain, in the language of simple per- 
spicuity, on the blessings of health, 
the extirpation of many diseases, and 
a prolongation of life. Custom, though 
doo inveterate to be overcome by truth 
and reason, yet yielded to bigotry; and, 
by his wondrous doctrine of metempsy. 
chosis, he played upon their weakness, 
and partly effected his renovating and 
benevolent design. Balsamas lived to a 
great age: I, as you see, am far above 
the common height, possessing an ex- 
traordinary share of strength, have 
never from my birth suffered the 
slightest pang of sickness; yet we both 
subsisted, he through a long course of 
years, and I from infancy, on herbs, 
fruits, and element; for we drank not 
wine. Were the modes of life simpli- 
fied, orrather, were weless industrious,” 
said Balsamas, „how would our peace, 
our happiness be increased! Why need 
the produce of the vine occasion such 
waste of time, labour, and means, by 
making it go through unnecessary pre- 
parations? Eat the grape; your thirst 
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is quenched—the purpose is answered; 
yet reason remains unclouded, and 
free - will unrestrained; both which are 


dishonoured by inebriety. 


Being ever of a lively, enterprizing 
disposition where an enquiry into na- 
ture presented itself, I have for days 
wandered alone in the beauteous vale of 
Cluid, or, seated on the brow of Snow. 
den, marked the track of the curious 
travellers, that, professing to visit the 
mount, came midway, and, giddy at 
their elevation, quickly redescended. 
Leaning over the sharp point of a 
rocky fragment on the summit of Pen- 
mawnmawr, I have spent hours, in 
other's computation, but minutes in 
mine, - examining, with industrious 
Scrutiny, the miraculous beauties of a 
flower, a plant, or insect: often have 
I bent delighted, noting the varie- 
gated dyes in dew, equal in lustre to 
the diamond: now would I trace with 

a reed on a bed of sand the letters 
| G 4 | 
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forming the name of Eleanor, or the 
lines delineating the features of my 
mother; and though in the uncouth 

semblance made by such rude imple- 
ments, and a more unskilful hand, 
yet was I grieved whey, on returning 
to the spot, I discovered that the wind, 
the rain, or footsteps of the goat, had 
| obliterated every pretension to simili- 
tude. What period so blessed as the 
juvenile state! Then is the time for 
the enjoyment of mirth and smiling re- 
creation; for at a more advanced term 
we must cease to live wholly for our- 
selves, and, as we mellow in age, 2 
in * ane 


But whither am | wandering ? 
Fault to my memory, I have omitted 
acquainting you with a strange and re- 
markable incident that took place dur 


ing my infancy; and which, with your 


ndulgence, I will now communicate. 


' | 4 
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CAERNARVON CASTLE, 


SOME few days back Balsamas had 
received a summons from a friend of 
his, one Luthmore, who lay at the 
point of death, and had sent to im- 
plore him, by their former intimacy 
and his own future peace, to hasten 
and receive his last behests. Balsamas 
consented; and prepared for Caernar- 
von. During the messenger's stay at 
our cottage, words accidentally drop- 
ping from Lionel of the present state 
of the country, the peasant asked him 
in reply, whether he meant to attend 
the solemnities of the new built Castle 
of Caernar von the next day? On Lio- 
nel's professing ignorance of what he 
alluded to, the man replied by giving a 

| GS 7 
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florid detail of the magnificent prep. 
rations making to grace the approach. 
I ing august ceremony; but what occa. 
| sioned the general rejoicings, or who 
were the personages expected to act 
at this brilliant rite, he knew not. 
His relation, painted in the warm, 
exulting extravagance of a vulgar 
mind filled with idolatry to state pa- 
geantry, made strong impressions on 
my infant perception, and no sooner 
was he departed, than I ran to my 
mother, and entreated her to take me 
to witness this pomp of grandeur, or 
at least to suffer me to go with Balsa- 
mas. Eleanor, whom no considera- 
tion could prevail on to part with me, 
suffered herself, however reluctantly, 
to be overcome by my importunities, 
and, as it was but a few miles, con- 
vented to accompany Balsamas to C:er- 
narvon. Here when arrived, a new 
world broke upon my view. My sur- 
prize and pleasure were proportiona- 


— 


W 18 


"bly increased on surveying the inte- 
rior of the Castle. I am not happy in 
such descriptions; but represent to 
yourselves every gay and splendid 


shew of wealth and festivity. Balsamas, 


among his other foibles, had an un- 
| bounded portion of self. gratification, 
and to that he sacrificed all other con- 
siderations. When we had, through. 
his means, obtained seats in a hall 
richly decorated, where numbers as- 
sembling, declared it to be the principal 
scene of action, Eleanor expected Bal. 
samas to leave her, and repair to bis 
dying friend; but, on the frivolous 
pretence of affording her protection, 
he persisted in staying. This sbe in 
vain combatted, urging him to attend 
the solemn call of an expiring relative: 

but for the pleasing his imbecile and 
childish curiosity he turned deaf to her 
expostulations, The windows of this 
extensive saloon being high, small, 
and stained, the rays of the sun were 

G 6 | 
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impervious ; but the geficiency Was 
amply supplied by artificial light. At 
one end was erected a throne of gold 
and crimson, and to the right and left 
were ranged stalls, with velvet cano- 
pies and ornaments : the floor was 
strewed with flowers and rushes: gal-. 
ler; over gallery, tier over tier, ringed 
the hall to the very dome, from 
whence . depended tripods, bearing 
their flames swimming in a sea of aro- 
matic oil. The seats were soon filled 


by the thronging spectators: silence 


now reigned; ; and now the sound of 
trumpets announced the approach of 


a noble personage, who, followed by a 


numerous retinue, entered at a private 


* 23 


door, and ascended the throne. 


The warlike instruments ceased, 
and a sweet and gentle strain ushered 
in a lady of a graceful and majestic 
presence, who took her place next to 
the Prince. Not being able to see as 


\ 
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perfectly as I could have wished, with- & 
out some elevation, I beseeched Bal- 
samas to lift me on the seat; but he, 
wholly employed in noting the fea- 
tures. of the two august personages, 
who seemed not totally unknown 
either to himself or my mother, heeded 
me not. I persevered in my request 
he in his inattention; when a young 
man, standing in one of the stalls im- 
mediately before us, stooped over the 
listed barrier, and took me in his arms, 
entre cating, at the same time, Eleanor's 
permission, who at first.strove to pre- 
vent it. The private door was again 
thrown open, and a female train, 
cloathed in white, advanced; the fore- 
most bearing on a cushion a male in- 
fant. They approached the throne, 
and extended it on the lady's knee; 
then fell back in ranks. Silence bein 8 
proclaimed, the Prince arose, and 
with a brow of sternness, but in a 
voice clear and loud, addressed six 


> 
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men, clad in mourning robes, who, 


kneeling on the footstool of the throne, 
crossed their hands on their breasts, 
and bent downwards their eyes, there. 
by partly hiding features wherein so- 
lemnity, Sorrow, and submission, were 
forcibly ex 22 * 


ae « My Lords,” said he, thoroughly 

to explain to you the reason of my 

convening this assembly, it may be 
necessary to take a retrospect of the 
former and present state of Wales. 
Your Prince, Lewis ap Griffith, de. 
pressed by age and infirmities, and 
harrassed by despair at the frequent 
and unnatural insurrections of his son, 
_ Griffalger, voluntarily subjected him- 
self to my father, Henry. The most 
perfect unanimity subsisted between 
Wales and England until his young 
and haughty grandson, Llewellin, in 
due succession, came to the crown : 
he, most impolitically for him, with- 
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drew his allegiance, thereby auhoriz- 
ing me to raise forces that should com- 
pel him to return to his homage. The 
effe& ,proved the justice of my cause: 
Llewellin sought to escape to the Ne- 
therlands; but Heaven and the winds 
forbad his attempt: in sight of my. 
self and army, the ship, beat by a 
strong sea, sunk, and with it perished 
his consort, Eleanor, and the heir to 
his throne, young Godfrey.“ 


* Unacquainted, at that time, with 


the interest my mother took in the. 


motives of this convocation, I beheld 
with dismay her cheek undergo a 
rapid succession of changes—it alter. 


nately assumed a glow of crimson and 


deadly _—_ 


ee You libs, my Lords,” continued 
the English Monarch (for it was the 
first Edvard who thus sat in court)— 
« that the fortune of war threw into 


—— — . * 


2: 460 - LLEWELLIN, 


my power David ap Griffith, at pre- 
sent a captive with his brother Llewel. 
lin: treated they are with the defe- 
rence due to their birth; but never 
shall they, by my will, quit the strong 
and impregnable walls where now they 
are in durance.—“ Is Llewellin then 
alive ? exclaimed the agitated Elea. 
nor. In a transport of ecstacy, she 
extended her arms to retake me from 
the stranger; but what a flood of fiery 
indignation and self reproach gleamed 
through her heart on beholding his 
attention wholly engrossed by the cha- 
racters engraven on my breast! In 
haste and perturbation she rudely 
snatched me to her bosom, and endea- 
voured to withdraw; but the concourse 
of people was so great that this was im- 
praclicable. The youth, whom I will 
now introduce to you as Henry, Lord 
of Monmouth, uncle to the present 
Sovereign, (he who on a late occasion 
confirmed my birth to his, nephew 2 
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with his characteristic benignity and 
the delicacy peculiar to his nature, 
leaned over the partition, and in a lo- 
but respectful tone, whispered—< Fear 
not, Lady; by my unstained honour 
neither yourself nor child shall ever 
' have cause to repent my indiscre- - 
tion.“ | . as 


My mother replied not; but pres- 
zing me closer in her arms, Iooked at 
Edward, who still addressing the no- 
rh continued :— 


ee To prevent all future misunder- 
standings between my kingdom and 
this principality, I do here solemnly 
declare, in this convention of the 
Courts of England and Cambria as- 
sembled, that if any individual shall be 
convicted of the smallest attempt to 
rekindle the flame of war between two 
countries, which shall, ere we part, 
be incorporated into one, I must think 
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myself authorized to quench the con- 
flagration with the blood of the captive 
Princes“. 2 


A piercing shriek Ga the 
Monarch; and then a cry of—<< Ruth. 
less tyrant!“ My unhappy parent hid 
her face in her bosom, and sobbed 
aloud. © The gentle Queen, caught by 
a female voice in the accent of distress, 
directed her eyes to the spot from 
whence the sound proceeded Edward 
frowned an awful menace— the Welch 
Barons trembled — and a confused 
murmur arose among the curious mul- 
titude. The King, suspecting that the 
dreaded monster resistance was about 
to lift its head, and bid defiance to his 
potent mandates, haughtily waved his 
hand, and in a voice that appalled his 
auditors, commanded silence; then 

taking the lovely infant from its mo- 
ther's lap, he tendered it ta the foremost 
of the sable group, saying“ David 
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nor Llewellin you shall behold no more. 
Stubborn and refractory Cambrians ! 


you willed a Welchman for your Sove- 


reign. Here is a babe born inCaernarvon. 


Behold young Edward as your country- 


man, your Lord: and from this epoch 


every future heir to England's crown 


shall, on his entering life, be hailed 
Prince of Wales!“ He spake -a burst 
of swellng melody swept along the 
dome —and with shouts and cries of 


enthusiastic joy, they swore obedience 
a the royal babe. 


That beauteous toleration and 
mildaess of temper, that saint- like suf- 
terance of my angelic -mother's heart, 
now vanished : the impatient fretful. 
ness of the woman, the reviving senti- 
ments of affection in the wife, the fond 
extravagance of love in the mother, 
fermented by the ill-advised whisper- 


ings of the weak Balsamas, worked 


her up to a height of frenzy: she 
rushed wildlyfrom her seat, and, throw - 


a =_ — - 
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ing herself at the foot of the throne, 
clasped me to her heart, and exclaim. 
ed, in frantic, breathless tones—** Oh, 
God! hear thou the prayer.of the in- 
jured and oppressed ! Pour every evil 
on this merciless usurper May yon 
fair flower, wither in the pride of 
bloom! and if thou dost not blight 
that young shoot, put in his hands a 


rod of iron to scourge these babe, these 


faithless men!“ Nr 


The words were scarce pronounced, 


when a messenger rushed into the hall 
with gestures of dire import. On being 
repeatedly questioned by those around, 
he said, looking fearfully at Edward— 
« My Liege, your eldest son, the most 
noble Prince Alphonso, is no more!“ 
The peers poured interrogations on 
him— the King smote his breast the 
Queen swooned— and Eleanor, nearly 
fainting, was conveyed from the hall 
by Balsamas and Lord Monmouth. T he 


latter, at her request, after conducting 


her from the town, left her to the con- 
duct of Balsamas, who conveyed her 
in safety to Lawdir. 


But suffer me to return to a period 
still remembered with delight. It was 
in one of my solitary but pleasing ex- 
cursions to the summit of Penmawn- 
mawr, Where, the preceding day, I 
had left, furrowed on the white sand, 
and embellished with fanciſul decora- 
tions, my "mother's name, that I en- 
countered two strangers; the one was 
examining a lump of strata he had 
picked up—the other, who appeared 
far more advanced in years, was lean- 
ing over the fragment of a moss-co- 
vered rock, my usual couch, and con- 
templating, with much apparent ear- 
nestness, the characters forming the 
name of Eleanor. So engaged were they 
in their several occupations that they 
aw me not: I had full leisure to look 
at them as ] lay at my length, stretched 
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on the edge of the precipice; for there 
being no regular path to the summit 

on our side of the mountain, I was 
obliged to make my way by climbing 

and catching hold of the scattered 
shrubs adorning the surface; and, in- 
deed, such was the eccentric turn of 
my romantic mind, that had there 
been a direct way to the height, I 
should have preferred the hazards and 
difficulties of thus pursuing my ramble 
to the following a track already trod. 
den. The elder stranger was of 2 most 
interestin g countenance; his port tower. 
ing and lordly: a melancholy austere. 
ness was stamped on features wholly 
consonant to the rules of perfection. 
The younger, in outward appearance, 


could boast of neither dignity of per - 


son nor comeliness of traits : a morose 
ferocity clouded a black and forbidding 
brow: one shoulder far overtopped 
the other, and, on the whole, he 


seemed to be the worst of Nature's 


nt wm „% „% mc yu e 
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works. In voluntarily I turned from 
him to the elder stranger, who, sigh- 
ing, said Would that I could learn 
who traced this name!“ Never rest- 


ing to consider of the prudence of the 


measure, [I sprang from my reclining 
posture, and respectfully replied It 
was I that impressed the sand with 
those characters. He started — he 
looked up but spoke not. 


The young man, who, on my pre- 
senting myself, had transferred his at- 
tention from the substance he held in 


his hand to me, now gazing at us each 


alternately, said, in a tone that marked 
a soul devoid of softness or sensibi- 


lity—* How now! what is it that thus 


disturbs you?“ The elder, returning : 
him no answer, advanced to me, and 


taking my hand—* Gentle youth,” 


said he, „tell me, what is she that 
bears this honoured appellation ?“ Till 
this instant I was not sensible of the 


168 - LLEWELLIN. | 
; * © 3 
manifest indiscretion I had been guilty 
of; but now, with contrition for my 
error, 1 mentally deplored having un- 
guardedly exposed my mother to a 
discovery that might mar her present 


prospects, and ultimately prove preju- , 
dicial to her peace. By a guileful tale 


I might have evaded a direct answer; 
but Eleanor's laws were too firmly 
established in my mind ever to be ba- 
nished; and I preferred the satisfying 
| his curiosity to sullying the fair face of 
veracity wr uttering a premeditated 


_ falsehood. 


; Having informed him that my mo- 


11 ther 's name was Eleanor, I would have 


retreated; but the stranger exclaimed, 
Stay, youth: for Jesus' sake, listen 
We are distressed wanderers. Belie 
not your Aspect; but accord us shelter 
for this night: the lowliest hovel, tho 
occupied by kine, will be acceptable 
we are spent with weariness.” 
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. This impressive appeal to my heart 
could not be withstood: I hushed my 


scrupulous waverings, turned aside 


from the warnings of discretion, and 
acceded to his entreaties. When ar- 
rived at my mother's door, I, for the 
first time, felt the sting of conscience, 
and, for the first time, endeavoured to 
protratt our meeting by lingering 
long at the garden rails. Her smile of 
censure would to me be more cutting 
than the harshest reproof. My agita - 


tion increased was nearly prompted 


to implore the strangers to suffer me. 
to retract my promise, when, turning 
again to view the features of my in- 
vited guests, I was shocked to see the 
sudden alteration in the elder: he 
trembled ; his face was palid, and he 


gasped ſor breath. Affected beyond 


description, I no longer hesitated on 

what course to take; but eagerly of- 

fered my arm to support his enervated 

frame. The other — behind, his 
vol. 11, H 
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whole attention occupied by; a flint 


stone. My mother, A e the 8 


„ 
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meet me; but. on. ig wishing that! 
Was not alone, she hastily drew back. 
Perceiving this, 1 abruptly quitted the 
stranger, and running to Eleanor, fell 


on her neck, lowly beseeching her 


pardon for my imprudence; but al. 


led ing for excuse the earnest solicita- 


tions of the forlorn wanderers for a 


_ "night's shelter. Is it so?“ replied 


my indulgent parent; But where: 
fore this emotion? Fear not ſor me, 
my son, I am lost to the world: my 
name is even forgot; and may Heaven 
forget me if I ever shut my door 
against the bouseless!“ She gently 


Ps disengaged herself from my hold, and 


stepped towards the elder of the two, 
who, unable to stand without assist: 
ance, had staggered forwards, and 
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thro'vn himself on a bank near the bee · 

| hive stands. A shriek vibrated on m yy 
ar. My mother, with outstretched 
arms, was endeavouring to advance 
nearer to the stranger; but her little 
strength totally failing, a faint sign 
pronounced the name of—“ Llewel 

lin!' and she would have sunk to the 
ground, had not he, with renovated 
powers of mind and body, rushed on- 
ward, and caught the sinking form. 
Thus was a father, thus was a husband, 
after twelve years captivity, restored 
to a son to, a wife but not to what 
he prized beyond either his people! 

f No: behold Llewellin, once an inde- 


, pendent Sovereign, now a penurious 
g fugitive in his own principality. 

| 12 Fl 
N Prince John was son to Daviccg - } 
5 Llewellin's brother: and this, my YN 
4 kinsman, whom I have introduced ss | 
4 unfavourably, is not wholly unknown 


to you. I trust you will not accuse 
H 2 

Do 
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me of having drawn his portrait either 
in malice or beyond truth, when you 
are informed that Prince John of 
Wales and y uur old friend, Maltravers, 
- are the same personage. Still an in- 
- Fant, he was taken, at David's me-. 
morable defeat, among other pri. 
soners, and, at the instance of his 


father, accorded by Edward, to cheer 


the melancholy hours passed in the 
gloom of a rigorous confinement. — 
Sickly in constitution, unwieldy in 
person, and indolent in mind, David 
was prevented sharing the emanci- 
pation of his brother; but, at their 
parting, he earnestly implored Lle. 
wellin to take his son to his protec- 
tion, and draw him from a fate he 
could not, from his years, have justly 
incurred. Day after day spent in du · 
rance at once wasted his health, scat · 
tered the blossoms of youth, and sen · 
sibly impaired. the energetic faculties 
of his mind. 
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My father, again free from the 
Shackles of slavery, bent his course to 
Wales; and on my encountering him 
at Penmawnmawr, was on his way, 
with John, to the town of Caernarvon, 
for the purpose of making such en- 
quiries among his friends and partizans 
as might lead him to know how he 
stood in the hearts of his countrymen. 


Time, in the vale of Lawdir, passed 
in a series of every refined and virtuous 
pleasure that ever the golden age could 
boast of. Constantia's and Lionel's 
faithful attachments to their Lord was 
manifested in every word, in every 
look: but Balsamas gained a wonder- 
ful ascendancy over Llewellin, and, in 
a short time, arrived at the highest 
pitch of his desirey ; for he had daily 


recourse to the ever open ear of a 
Prince. This was attained by holding 
out to him fair-seeming tokens, where- 
by he hoped in future time himself to 
H 3 | 
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Sail into the harbour of power, wealth, 

and prosperity. False, false dencbns! 
surrounded by destructive shoals, en- 
cireled with hag e nen 
by a sea of n | | 
: „ Their 49> ee were private. 
The subject of these meetings being 
known only to themselves, my mother 
remained ignorant of the anguish that 
awaited her. Thus, with prayers of 
gratitude to Heaven, and rapture 
glowing: in her pious heart, she con - 
templated only the ecstatic present. 
To see my darling mother blessed was 
Sufficient happiness to me: but no hu- 
man ſelicity is unmixed with alloy: 
John proved the bane of our society, 
and pure content alone smiled when he 
Nen ae. 


A It v was now | the Sixth: month since 
the enlarging our community by their 
arrival. The martial spirit of Llewel 


EWE. 178 
ln could no longer dwell in inaQivity: | 


his soul, by Balsamas irritated, took 


fre on reflecting on the wrongs his 


subjugated country had sustained from 


the British tyrant, and he prepared to 


quit the shades of peace for the fields 


of war. Eleanor, swayed by the love- 
liest attribute in woman — Philan- 
throphy;,—adorning her speech with 
the garb of wisdom, and her voice with 


soothing sweetness, she sought to dis- 


zuade her consort from his rash re- 
solves, and force him, by the power 
of all.subduing meekness and affection, 
to enjoy the remaàinder of his days in 


the Eden she had planted; but Llewel- 
lin's temper was of the most obdurate 
cast: wrought to an inebriety of hope 
dy the wily and prophetic lures held out 
to him by the ambitious Balsamas, his 


only reply to her ex postulations were, 


that he would scourge the pride of 


England, rouze his princedom from 
* prevent lethargy, revenge the cause 
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of his imprisoned brother, replace his 


consort on her throne, and secure the 


succession to me. My mother pleaded 


her.strong, propensity to the mode of 
life she had now for twelve years em- 


| braced: she invoked him, by his tender. 


ness for her, his affection for me, his 
respect to his Creator; but, above all, 
his consideration for his people, who 
would be the principal sufferers, not 


to raise again the hurricane of war, 


ur deluge Cambria in crimson floods: 


but unavailing were her representa- 


tions of the manner of my rear- 
ing from infancy, which nearly in- 
capacitated me from governing a na- 
tion ever subject to feuds and factions: 
useless were the reasonings she gave, 
in the fond solieitude of her heart, to 
shew how unequal 1 should prove, 
from the bent of my inclinations, to 
wage striſe against the invincible Ed- 


vard, or to contend against a host of 


internal enemies. He fled from the 


bearing of advice that he was prede- 
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termined not to follow; and whenever 
the subject was introduced he hastily 


withdrew. 


8 As it was to be apprehended that 
Edward would, on hearing of Llewel- 
lin's escape, issue warrants to seize 
him, my mother professed her readi- 
ness to fly with him to the extremity 
of the globe, sacrifice every earthly 
regard to ensure his future peace : but 
his fate was recorded—he undividedly 
resigned his ear to the counsel of Bal- 
samas, and fixed on his departure for 
Ludlow, whither he commanded me 
to accompany him, as he designed 
to summon the auxiliary nobles of the 
land, and then proceed to rally forces 
round his banner. 


Silence is often the best explica- 
tion; and on hearing this unwelcome. 
order I replied not. Though I de- 
tested Pusillanimity, yet did I fromm 

5 CW." oy 
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the temper of my soul, and the pre- 
cepts of my mother, abhor the very 
mention of contest. The period ar- 
rived that my father had settled to quit 
Lawdir; but the interim I had em- 
ployed in fortifying my heart, resolv- 
ing that neither parental severity or 

enticements should make the least im. 

Pression on me towards deserting my 
mother. 

1.1 This was a trying moment to a 
youth of fifteen. My father required 
my aid to draw this adored parent from 
undeserved obscurity, and restore to 

| her her diadem. That virtuous ma- 

| tron, prizing the as yet unblemished 
= Purity. of sentiments and personal 

E- safety of her son to the glaring pomp 

of a throne, invoked me, by the 

strongest engagement my love for 
her, — not to hunt out certain death, 
and thereby cut short her days, which, 
as she said, hung upon my well-being. 
The try was  8evere—eratitude 


— 
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triumphed—and 1 respectfully, but 
firmly, adhered to my first determina- 
tion of yielding even my most darling 
wishes to the prayer of my saint like 
mother. The point may be new and over- 
strained; but I have ever considered 
that a stronger tie of affection exists 
between father and daughter, and son 
and mother, than vice versa; for where 
0 protection is given and received, a 
greater share of gratitude must exist. 
The father and'son are on an equality, 
when the latter reaches a certain age; 
but the daughter is ever dependent on 
her sire: on the other hand, maternal 
care is weak and fallible, and, to her 
latest period, the mother looks to the 
son for that support the most powerful 
of her own sex cannot bestow. | 


»The morning came that Llewellin 
was to leave us, accompanied by his 
inse parable counsellor, Balsamas, and 
my cousin, Prince John. Sad and 
| 0 


melancholy was our parting, - Llewel. 
lin, in embracing his chiding consort 
and degenerate boy, brushed away the 
ill-boding tear that moistened hig 
cheek, and suddenly turning from us 
shook the hands of Lionel and Con- 
stantia, who lamented the inflexibility 
of their Lord's determination; but 
prayed the Almighty to grant his en- 
ter prize success. My mother and self 
attended them to the height of the op- 
posite mount; then, with aching eyes, 
watched them out of sight. Balsamas 
walked on with my father, and John 
slowly followed. During the latter's 
residence with us, we had seen but 
little of him, his time being principally 
engrossed by liming twigs, to catch 
the unwary feathered choristers—forg- 
ing barbed hooks, to tear the bowels 
of his prey, as angling for the harmless 
inhabitants of our brook—or in chasing 
the timorous citizens of the mountain: 
but his chief amusement consisted in 
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the examination of the nature of fossils, 


flints, and minerals. From his child- 


hood, my father acquainted us that, 
notwithstanding he was limited to the 
confines of a prison, he had discovered 
a strong passion for pyrotechny. 
Though Nature was to blame in the 
formation of Maltravers, yet the de- 
fects of both inclinations and person 
are to be in a great measure attributed 
to accident. While immured within 
the Tower with his father, his favourite 
associate was the keeper of one of the 
wards of the fortress. Under this man, 
noted only for his brutality of speech 


and profligacy of morals, the boy grew 


early instructed in every sinful course; 
and the peculiar deformity of his body is 
chiefly owing to the numberless mis- 
fortunes that befel him in his infancy. 


»The absence of Balsamas proved 
no great chasm in our society; for of 
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late years he had habit uated himself to 
wander alone for days; and when at 
Lawdir seldom favoured us but with a 
passing word, 1% l Ait 


| ; 


g it v was now the middle ol Autun 
and full, well do I remember it was the 
second Tuesday in the month of August, 
uvheng the fair promising morn inticed 
me to stray from my home to visit the 
Mount of Selmer, wide-skirting the 
coast. I left my mother with Constan- 
tia, engaged in binding up the falling 
branches of the shrubs, and pruning 
the wild luxuriance of the flowers and 
wall. fruit. Lionel had gone to drive 
our flocks to the stream that bubbled 
down the heights, and ran in fantastic 
meanders at the feot of Carlow. I 
passed the corn · fields to the right of our 
_ cottage, and, as I plucked the yellow 

ear,swelling with its bounteous produce, 
Isaid . To-morrow Lionel and I will 


gather in our harvest,“ I spoke to 


my companions as I leaped the paling, 


and turned to take a last look for a few 


hours at our blissful habitation. Ne- 
ver did my mother seem more kind: 
Constantia or her husband more affec- 
tionately attentive never did our ru- 
ral mansion appear so lovely, the gar- 
dens so temptingly gay, or the pro- 


spect around so inviting—than the 
gilded morn I wandered from Snowden 


to Selmer Mount. Just at departing— 
« Hither, Godfrey!“ cried my mo- 
ther, walking up the avenue to the 


27 


gate whereon I leaned—* Here!“ said 


she (tending to me a basket of fruit, 


plucked by her own. hand, and co- 
vered with flowers and palm leaves)— 
* you may not be back till late—take 


these.“ I did so, and pressed the hand 


she held to me; but still lingered at 
the railing. When will you re- 
turn ?“ asked Eleanor. “ By sun set 
you may expect me,“ I replied, re- 


\ 
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treatin g and closing the gate. *Adieu!” 
cried Eleanor. Farewell! my mo- 
ther,“ replied l, and mounting my 
favourite steed, rode on towards Sel. 
mer. No clouds gave interruption to 
the expanse of blue; the sun shone in 
glory, and a gentle southerly breeze 
rendered the heat of its rays barely to- 
lerable. When the declivities were 
too sudden to ride, I dismounted, and 

leaving Tudor to make his way down, 
I generally rolled to the foot, calling 
to the horse to follow me. I had bred 
him from a colt, and he needed no 
other directions but my voice. Here 
then I wandered through innumerable. 
shrubbering coppices and flowery lanes, 
still adding at each step to my mu- 
seum the variety of natural beauties 
that attracted ' my attention. There 
an acorn: of superior size than ordi- 
nary, or a branch of the oak apple: 
now the mottled houses of the slimy 
tribe, and then a stone of peculiar 
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Shape of colour. Thus I beguiled my 


way till I reached the coast: and here 
presented themselves in abundance the 
marine store of fossils, shells, minerals, 
weeds, corals, and all the numberless 


productions of the prolific ocean. 
Whilst Tudor grazed on the brow of 


the cliff I wandered among the rocks, 


and often waded up to the breast in 


water. Naw. as the fancy struck, I 
climbed a huge projecting fragment, 
and cast myself headlong in, to swim 


and bring to shore a bough that I had 
flung from afar. Fatigued with ex- 


cessive exercise, when the sun became 
vertical I retired to a verdant bower 


of wild eglantine; and there, whilst 


herds of goats and flocks of aquatic 


birds moved around me, I refreshed - 
myself with the fruits presented me by 
my mother. My meal over, I returned 


to my ramble over Selmer, gathering 
samphire and wild thyme to carry 
home as a present to Eleanor. I had 
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heard her express a wish to endeavour” 
to set this species of vegetation in our 
grounds, although Balsamas had as. 
sured her the first would not be forced, 
but sprung spontaneously from the sea 
cliffs: but women are prone to en 
oecular gemonstration. | 


„ The aun had now minds far in the 
west, and I proceeded towards Snow. 
den; but by still lingering in my way, 
attracted by some novelty, it was dusk 
ere I reached the hill beyond Selmer. 
Aabrisk and cheering wind revived my 


spirits; and now my pacquet was often. 


re-opened to admit some new acquisi- 
tion. At length I closed it for the 
night, and chiding my delay, which 
had caused me to break my word given 
to my mother of being home by sun- 
set, I mounted Tudor, and arrived 
at this side Carlow. - As I ascended, 
methought the sky wore an unusual 
bright appearance: Still Iproceeded 


O 
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when a flash of lightning shot athwart 
my view, and innumerable sparks of 
fire spangled the atmosphere. My 
heart throbbed with perturbation : L 


rode on, and soon gained the height” 


that commanded the vale of Lawdir.? 


— 


Here Stratton ceased. Our tapers 


were expiring, and we separated. The 
next night, my three games of chess 
with David over, I returned to Lan- 


caster's room, and having N our 
time- 1 Stratton continued. 
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THE CONFLAGRATION. 


Sb. CorRnwWALL and Lancaster, you 
must judge, for I cannot describe what 
were my emotions when I beheld the 

spot where my whole soul was cen- 
tered, that I left containing the dearest 
treasure of my heart, one vast extent 
of fire. The flames blazed fierce; and 
ever and anon sheets of lightning 
burst from mighty clouds of sable 
smoak, that, curling round, ascended 
and spread a mist over the blue ther. 

Now, driven by the wind, they swept, 

with irresistible velocity, over the once 

fruitful land: now the blast, howling 
through the conflagration, tore away 
the smoaking ruins, and bore them 
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high in air. On the-first glance of this 
dire calamity I dropped my before. 
thought precious incumbrances, and 
flew, with winged speed, to the scene 
of desolation, seeking, with superna- 
tural vigour, what I dreaded to find. 
The timbers of our habitation, the ad- 
jacent trees, the granaries, the out- 
houses —all, all were consumed; and 
nothing remained but the four ele- 
ments: the earth parched and blight- 
ed the water black and hissing at the 
intrusive fallings of the burning frag- 
ments —volumes of fire shooting as 
from a volcano, irritated and spread 
afar by the impetuous gale. With my 
flesh torn, scorched, and bruised, I 
wandered among the glowing remains 
of our once lovely dwelling, loudly 
calling on my mother's name; then 
climbed mid-way Carlow, making the 
air reverberate with my cries; but the 


only responses were the whistling of 
the rising wind, the brisk crackling of 
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the flames, and the hurling the half. 
burned timbers to the fire. illumined 
Sky. Now I slid down the declivities, 
and scrambled up the steeps, wildly re. 
N peating—““ My mother ! my. mother's 
lost!“ Then again I dared the destruc. 
tive mass. Time fled—all became 
gradually silent; the conflagration de- 
creased in fury—the breath of Heaven 
fell to a soft murmur—and the spark. 
ling red that dyed the circumambient 
air by degrees faded away, and left a 
black, a sombre atmosphere. The 
returning morn brought with it un- 
utterable despair. Mounted on my 
courser, that was to me now invalu- 
able, I sought for miles around, en- 
quiring of the inhabitants of what I had 
no cause to doubt, No: my mother 
' perished, and with her the hapless 
companions of her solitude. I went 
back to the desolated scite; and there, 
on examination, found convincing tes- 

timonies of my irreparable loss—a pile 
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of human bones, white as the drifted 


snow. A sad and mournful des pon- 


dency took place of that mad incerti- 


tude that heretofore racked my breast; 
1 sunk on the blasted earth, and whilst 


entering the sacred remains, pro- 


strated myself, in n adoration, to 
the r of Sn 


0 Three 8 1 flared in this vale 


of death, and then quitted it with 
many a tear, to seek my other parent, 


whom. I conjectured might still be at 


Ludlow. I had studied the use of 


simples from my childhood, and with 
a. fewnstructions, from a small book 
penned and given me by Balsamas, 
which I eyer kept about me, the burns 


and smarting wounds that tortured 


my enfeebled body were ere long 


healed. Arrived at Ludlow, I learned 


from the friend my father had di- 


rected me to apply for tidings of 
him, should my sentiments under- 
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go a revolution, that he, Palsamas, 
and Prince John, had departed some 
few days back for Caernarvon. But 

Still, though I trod on Fortune's heels, 
J could not grasp her. Llewellin had, 
as I was informed, gone for Cow par in 
Scotland. By easy stages, for Tudor 

was not of the strongest, I rode to 

Carlisle, subsisting solely on what the 
earth presented in my progress, or at 
times accepting the bounty of the cot - 
tagers. On my enquiring at Carlisle, 

how lay the road to Scotland ? a coun- 

tryman replied, that the road was pas- 

sable; but it was a great chance if 1 
10 escaped being plundered in crossing 
I the Debatable Land to Berwick. The 
inhabitants of this vast tract of country 
| don no human Sovereign or laws but 
the authorization of necessity, and 
| what they gain by theft from one king- 
dom they dispose of in the other. All 
. I had to lose was my cloaths, my her- 
{ bal, and my horse. Trifling consi- 
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deration, compared to the again seeing 
my father! Guided by the radiance 
of the moon, keeping: northward, I 
traversed the extensive plain, and at 
length marked the rising spires of Ber- 
wick. Exultingly I was caressing my 
poor Tudor on the danger he. princi- 
pally had escaped, when I was sud 
denly encompassed by a band of free. 
booters, who peremptorily demanded 
the beast I rode; and, on my expostu- 
hting, forcibly dismounted me, and 
carried it off; Depłived of my favou- 
rite, and still overwhelmed with the 
most poignant sorrow for my recent 
shock, I continued my way until 1 
reached Dunbar. The change of cli- 
wate I had sensibly felt for some days 
back, and here a cold icy shower de- 
luged the roads, and drenched. my 
light habit.. The beauty of the weatner 
had hitherto made me shun the vil. 
lages aud many clusters of houses; but 
now the. extreme severity of the season 
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FRY me to take refuge in the town, 

At any other time I might have been 

pleased at the novelty of a city, toge- 

ther with the customs, appearance, 
and garb," so foreign to what 1 had 
- been used to; but nothing could de. 

tach my mind from the memory of the 
lamented Eleanor. Strange, friend. 
less, and unknown, I wandered through 
the streets, ignorant who to ask con. 
cerning Llewellin, or in what mode to 
gain information of him, as I feared to 
mention his name. .W hilst loitering 
on, pushed to and fro by the busy mul. 
titude, whom I gazed at, wondering 
from whence they came and whither 
they were going, the increasing shower 
made me take shelter under the pro- 
jecting ledge of a casement. I had not 
stood long when the door near me 
2 opened, and a woman. appeared, who, 
| with a countenance of malicious im- 
port, and in a voice that sounded like 
a cracked trumpet, blown by an un- 
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skilful player, desired me to avoid her 
premises. Apprehensive of meeting 


with the same repulse, if I attempted 


the same offence, I walked on, mark 


ing the visages of the several person- 
ages I met. Ah! what passions 


methought I traced in all barely 


passed childhood! Here guilt, shame, 
cruelty, avarice, and a legion of 


nameless ills OT. feature! 


Where cheerfulness did appear, in, ah! 
how few !—it seemed more like the al- 


luring hait to catch envy than a gene- / 


rous feeling from the heart! 


© The rain descended in cataracts- 
the chilly damps pierced through me- 


and Isummoned resolution toascend/he 
steps of a large mansion, at the door 


of which stood a man most gorg 
habited, leaning on the bal 
In the supposition that this 


commodation for an hundred persons, 
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and thinking it might not be entirely 
occupied, I respectfully asked him to 

- Suffer me to rest beneath the roof till 
morn. He surveyed me a moment in 
silence, then turning away his head, 
crossed his legs, and whistled forth a 
gallant chaunt. 3th 


* Imagining that he had not under. 


stood me, by his * no answer, 

1 repeated my request, With a look 

of wonder, mingled with contempt, he 

then deigned to say— Why, my 
\ young friend! dost know to whom this 
mansion belongs?” —* No,” I replied; 

+ to more than one I should conceive, 
fiom its magnitude: but methinks 
ne would refuse a resting- place and 
reftge from such a night to any fellow. 
creaure.“ “ Go, go, youth,“ replied 
he, wich a sneering laugh—* this is 
the Sovereign's'palace.”” . How! Ba- 
lioP's 7“ exclaimed IJ. He made no 
1 reply, hy attention being claimed by 


N 
tt 
1 
N 
i 
8 
|. 
i 
'| 
| 
by 
U 
| 


JV 


LLEWELLIN. -_ 2: 


a young man, Who, followed. by a 


pompous suite, stopped at the en: 
trance, and alighting, gave his horse 


to a domestic. He ascended the flight 


of steps, with a design to enter the pa- 
lace, when the man to whom I had ad- 


dressed myself, from an appearance of 


insolent apathy suddenly changed to, a 
servile cringe, and uncovering his 
head, fell back, with a bend of the 
knee, to make room for the youth. 
« Away!” cried- he to me, in a low, 
but brutal tone, 4 and let his Highness 
pass.“ Highness!” repeated I— 
« This cannot be Baliol; for he is now 
in years: nor yet his son; he being 


much vounger.“ ba However, as the 


scope was sufficiently wide for himself 
and retinue to enter without any in- 
convenience, I stirred not from my 


position. As he brushed by me, caught 


by the uncommon fashion of my garb, 
and the rustic simplicity of my ap- 


pearance, he stopped short, and vith 
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an accent that bespoke good-nature and 


d asked if I wished to speak to 
ore Þ 


9 „nos you not,“ replied I, in the 

: unadorned language of nature I am 
a stranger in Dunbar: the weather is 
too inclement for me to continue my 
journey, and I begged of this man to 
let me ar here till break of Fey.” | 
«The youth gazed at me some time, 
then taking my hand, he led me thro” 
a gallery to a saloon, and ordered 
fresh garments. My gratitude, at that 
time, was, I own, but trifting ; for 
methought it was what I should have 
done in a similar situation: but expe- 
rience in the ways of man has made 
me 1 stamp admiration on "Ons act, 


* * Sages advance that a truly great 
ind never suffers itself to be swayed 
by astonishment —then must I confess 
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mine to be a lowly one; for nothing es. 
caped my observation in this sumptuous 
palace of lofty height and wide · stretched 
dimensions. Whilst with my host, I 


failed not to expand my intellects by. 
courting instruction; but to many of 


his questions I was imposed to answer 
with, reserve; for well I remembered 
the inveterate animosity Baliol bore my 
father, the cause whereof I have re. 
related to you: and full well 1 knew, 
from the character I had been given of 


the Scottish Monarch, that did he 


know we were then in his dominions, 
he would not scruple to drive us from 
them, or, in brave retaliation, deliver 


us up to the English King. Prudence 


bound me to it; and yet the noble na · 
ture of my youthful host shone forth 80 
conspicuous in his traits that it was 
torture to treat him with duplicity. 


We Have you any parents?“ asked he, 
—* A father on earth,” replied 1 
I 4 
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„% mother in Heaven.” —* What 
occupation have you hitherto followed“ 

, That of a herdsman.“ “ What is 
your name f -I hesitated—but pre- 
sently was relieved by the entrance of 
a young boy, richly attired, who, 
whilst his inquisitive regards were bent 
on me, said to my host—* Norman, 
you have been twice mann. 
father attends supper.“ | 


4 « This name presented to my Tecol- 
lection the facts I had so oft heard de: 
tailed, and I ex claimed Are you 
then Norman O'Connor, son to Me. 
cherdech, the landless King of Ire. 
land 7“ Thou hast said it,” he re. 
turned, half smiling at my earnestness: 
then to young Baliol—< Brother, shall 
we introduce this shepherd · boy to our 
father ? he has pre possessed me strongly 
in his favour.” —< As you will,“ re- 
plied the Prince“ his uncouth geer 
and bashful timidity will give pleasure 
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to his Highness. Come! —“ © No,” 


answered I, shrinking back with re. 


pet and firmness—* though rude, 
rough, and unpolished; yet lam not 
we for the pastime on e b 


c 1 zeceded, ond would have quitted 
the apartment, but Norman held me; 


whilst young Baliol, exclaiming — 


« Farewell, brother ! stay with your 
rural swain !” left the room. Once 
more alone, Norman, grasping my 
hand between his, and again looking 
intently upon me, said“ If you will 


not be admitted to the Royal presence 


at the hazard of being exposed to the 
gazing merriment of scornful cour tiers, 


you are worthy my respect, my esteem, 


my friendship!“ 


* Transported at this unexpected 
sally, I was about, to exclaim—“ Will 
Norman then cease to hate the. offspring 
of Llewellin a> but caution 'glewed my 
lips: and while rapture gleamed in 

-.-FS . 
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my eyes, I could only bow my grate. 


ful thanks. He sent excuses to Baliol for 
his absence, and accorded me his pre- 


gence to what any other but myself would 
have entitled a splendid banquet; but 


which I, accustomed from my birth to 


the fruits of the earth, could not partake 


of; and, indeed, though I endeavoured 


to disguise it, my heart revolted at 


the abundant and unnatural medley of 
aliment placed before me: but when! 


| beheld, besides whole joints of animals, 


the various species of birds and fish 
spread on the board, their forms en- 
tire, I averted my sight, pitying and 
disgusted. Of the brute creation, as 


is human nature, all are under the in. 


fluence of passions, and are subject to 
casualties: both hold sway over the 
body. Disease and ill blood are thus 
engendered. The healthiest are not 
wholly free: yet man kills, feasts on 
the gross humours, and thus adds to 


his own natural distemperature a com- 


plexed mass of animal corruption. 
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« Bulsamas, though he had formerly 
fed on animal food, often declared that 
he had never used either the inhabi- 
tants of the air or water for his table. 


„Those,“ said he, “that share with 
us our proper sustenance might, were 
they not cut off, devour the vegeta- 
tion and overstock the earth; but the 
scaly and winged tribe, for the most 


part, prey on each other, and were 
never designed for the use of man, not 
only the flesh being less nutritious, but 


the time employed in the invention 
and the execution of entrapping the 
prey might be put to a better pur- 


pose. I was too young to scrutinize 


into the principles of this philosophy, 
whether in a moral or in a natural 
sense, and at that period paid too 
much deference to his opinion, to en- 
deavour at controverting the idea: 


methought it bore at least the sem - 
blance of EY) and I dived no 
further. 7 | 
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| * Intuitive courtesy forbad my ex- 
pressing my mind to Norman, and 
I contented myself with accepting 


a part of a profusion of the finest 
fruits in season. Towards the con- 
- elusion of our meal, I signified my 
purpose to proceed early the en- 


2uing morn for Cow par: but he pressed 


me to defer it to the following day, 


wishing I should accompany him to 
the tournament that was to be held at 
Dunblaine, in honour of St. Andrew, 
and to which the Princes of England 


and France were summoned. * To- 
morrow's noon,“ added he, * a splen- 
did tilt will .jmmortalize the town of 


Perth : it will be a glorious sight, and 


will, I think, amuse you.” I at first 


declined the stay: but his earnestness 
overcame my resolution, and I con- 


sented to witness the tournament, 


though determined then to go on to 
Cowpar. On his enquiring, was I ac- 
quainted with the use of arms? «If 
you mean,” returned I, the art of 


„ — _ 
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deſence, I have managed an oaken 


spear, shod with iron, when threatened. 


by the approach of a wolf, whilst tend- 
ing my.flocks; for notwithstanding-the 
tributes imposed . on the Princes of 
Wales by the Saxon, Edgar, of a cer- 
tain, number of wolves' heads, I myself 
have twice seen them, skulking for 
prey. in the untrodden craigs of Pin- 
millon, and did once, by the assistance 


of Lionel, rescue my favourite steed 


from the wide-stretched jaus of the vo · 
racious animal.” He smiled, and in 
replication to my questions, gave me 
a succinct account of the significa- 


tion of the word tournament, fre- 


quently interrupted by my interro- 
gations. Whatever sparks of ambi- 
tion and vain glory were born with me, 
they were so effect ually extinguished 
by the timely precepts of my departed 
mother, that these representations of 


martial valour, given in the finished 


colouring of eloquent sophistry, took 
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no effect, and rather caused in me a 
curiosity to know wherefore they were 
designed, and what actual good pur. 
poses were answered in these vaunting 
meetings and com bats between man 
and man. « To promote the art of 
chivalry,” returned Norman —* to 
keep alive the warlike genius of the 
Knights, and, in the times of peace, 
exercise in sport what they practise 
seriously in times of war.” Then,“ 
replied I, “a man's life, according to 


this rule, being in a continued state of 


*Hostility, what period has he to culti- 
vate the earth?” „ These godlike 
feats,” answered Norman, * are con- 
fined to a certain class of men: but 
you do not imagine Princes would de- 
base themselves so far as to till the 
earth?“ Why not ?“ replied I, 
blushing at the indign word“ Agri- 
culture in itself is not debasing; though 
by the custom of the land persons 
above such a sphere may not take a 
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part in the actual management thereof; 
yet were Baliol or Edward once to 
follow the plough, that and tilling the 
fields would then be accounted a royal 
and a noble pursuit; therefore the epi- 
thet of debasement is misa pplied. So- 
vereigns of yore estimated their wealtn 
only by the number of their flocks and 
herds of cattle + Rome's golden age was 
when the patricians cultivated their 
native lands, and prided themselves on 
the fertility of the spot they had ma- 
nured. The extent of my reading has 
neverstretched far; but I have learned 
that the most valiant Generals of 
Greece and Rome devoted themselves 
to the study of horticulture and tillage, _ 
Its super excellence to all other arts 
has, at least, the merit of antiquity: 
Cain, as we are told, having been a 
husbandman, and Abel, a shepherd, 
God, when he studied the happiness 
of the first pair, awakened them not 
to the confined grandeur of a stately 
structure, raised of jasper or adamant; 
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but placed them in a ni — the | 


ever-verdant turf their footstool; the 


firmament, alternately. glowing with 


the effulgent radiance. of the procrea- 
tive luminary, and enlightened by the 


mild influence of the female sun, their 


canopy— the birds their choriste 

element their drink fruits their fdod 
Land the tending the flowers and 
bearing trees formed at once their la. 
bour and recreation: in enjoving the 
giver's ' bounties they returned the 


highest and most acceptable worship; 


for admiration inspired gratitude, and 
therein consisted their whole of wor- 
ship. The ancient patriarchs also 
took pleasure in this blissful avocation, 
which is proved to be the most conge- 
nial to our nature; for children, if 
| leit to the bent of their own-inclina- 
tions, take delight in rearing a favourite 
plant, watching its rapid growth and 
lovely expansion. Every thing de- 
rives its origin from the earth here- 
fore then should you glory in this su· 
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perb attire, this noble palace, these 
costly moveables, and rich trappings, 
yet refuse aid towards the producing 
them by cultivation, and despise that 


from whence they spring? for though 


modelled into form by the inventor 
and the artist, all around you proceed 
from the mineral and vegetable world.“ 


Norman condescended to grant me 


his attention, and I was proceeding: 
but for the interruption of young Ba- 


liol, who, bursting open the door, 


eried Heis here !'* Then, laughing 
loudly, and with many boyish capers, 
he leaped and bounded from one seat 


to another, with the fantastic gambols 


of a young terrier. The occasion of 
this extravagance of mirth was his 
having acquainted his father with the 
cause of Norman's absence from table, 
and by dint of incessant persuasion, 
prevailed on the King to go and see 


the shepherd boy, since the N e 


boy: would: not visit him, * 


2 


+» © Baliol, supported by two of his at. 
tendants, for health had long fled both 
mind and body, entered, and seated 
himself on the couch, whence Nor. 
man had risen on intimation of his ap. 
proach. I come,” said he, * my 
son, at the instance of thy brother, to 

see this young stranger, with whom 
be is 80 wonderfully Pleased. » Nor- 
man, in form, presented me to the 
King, who naturally inquired of me 
my name. At this I again hesitated— 


Godfrey ap Griffith was an appellation 


not to be pronounced before the inve- 
terate Baliol, and yet my thoughts 
could frame no other. He perceived 
my embarrassment, and, with some 
degree of anger, re joined Why art 
thou silent? Tell me thy name, young 
man.“ King,” replied I, « my 
name is not mine to reveal.“ He 
fixed his regards earnestly upon me. 
Norman saw the storm arising in the 
eyes of his choleric Lord, and kindly 
rescued me from this dilemma, by 
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uwying—<* My Liege, I have invited 


him to the tournament held at Dun- 
blaine : shall he not accompany us 
thither ?? Ves,“ replied Baliol; on 
whom the voice of his darling Norman 
ever operated like magic—** yes, if 80 
he will: but why will he not speak? A 
tall, lank, sallow courtier, whose rai- 
ment, it is probable, was the most va- 
luable part about him, and who was 
leaning over the back of the King's 


chair, replied, insolently staring me 


in the face Oh! my honoured Liege, 


| bear not so hard upon a clownish boor, 


accustomed but to the homely con- 
verse of his fellows: he is intimidated. 
before these Princes, and much abashed 
at the awful presence of a Sovereign.“ 
“So far from what thou sayest, re- 
plied I, „that be assured I can boast 
of as little false sbame as thou of real. 
[ replied not, because the King put to 
me a question that it pleased me not 
to satisfy. An affected yawn was the 

Lord's comment, and a whispering 


* * 
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scowl to his fellow, I heeded them 
no further; but addressing Balio/, 
asked how far Cow par was from Dun. 
„ blaine? - «© What want you at Coy. 
par ? demanded he. I am in search 


- of a kinsman, I replied, whom [ 


have been given to understand I might 
chance to find there.” Then, appre- 
hensive lest this should produce un- 
toward interrogations, I added, Is 
Robert Bruce, that was competitor 
with you for this kingdom, still living?” 
Such a strange, unforeseen, and irre- 
verent question caused a lifting of the 
brows; enlargening the eyes, and vi- 
dening of the mouths of those that hung 
behind: they lisped and simpered to 
each other; then gently striking with 


their elbows, one cried; © Hush“ 


the second, “ Hist !'” and thus they 
remained surveying me as a lusus na- 
turæ. The two young Princes smiled, 
and Baliol calmly answered, Why, 
my friend, dost thou know Bruce! 
Hast thou ever seen him?“ No; 
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but his praises 1 have oft heard counted: 
Yet methinks, since you are so firmly 
established on the throne of Scotland 
that attempts to remove you must 
prove abortive, he should yield to the 
wish of the nation, and not let raycour 
prey thus on his heart. Why do you 
compel him to stroll in foreign climes, 
when, peradventure, his days would 
waste happier by a residence in his na- 
tive province? I speak not ſrom my 
own idea, for every soil to me is the 
same: I pay no regard to the bounda- 
ries of mankind, but consider the 
Moor as near to me in blood as the 
Cainbrian, and look upon the Anti- 
podes as much my coutitry as Wales.” 

* You are then Welch?” ' remarked 
one of the courtiers. Did not Tinti- 
mate that I was born in Wales? You 


may therefore rightly conclude that 1 
am such.“ 


Here my interview with Baliol 
ceased. The Lords reminded him of 
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the hour, and he rose, saying,“ Nor. 


man, I leave your young friend with 


you, convinced that he will want for 
nothing.“ Then shaking me by the 
hand, he saluted his son, and adopted 
Norman with the greetings of the night, 
and departed. The Prince, when he 
was gone, asked what I thought of Ba. 
liol? I gave my frank opinion, adding 
that I could not well judge from such 
a transient view, and that I might have 
erroneously speculated on his charac: 
ter. I was then conducted by Norman 
to the upper apartments. He directed 
accommodations to be prepared in an 
antichamber adjoining his brother's 
room; those appertaining to his own 
being occupied by their pages. We 
parted with an embrace, and I retired 
to a welcome pillow, ot 
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"THE next morn I uncalled' awoke; 


but was amazed at the enchantment of 
my having stretched my: sleep four 


hours beyond my accustomed time. 


In haste I sprung from my soporifie 


bed, and threw on my rustic habit, 


preſerring it to those various pieces of 
worked. drapery left -by order of Nor. 
man, and which, to confess the truth, 
Fknew:not the use of. My own dress 
was a plain suit of dark blue serge, 
fitted close to the sha pe from the throat 
to the anele. My buskins were cu- 
riously wraught of silk and leather. 
Ah! how. prized them! since they 
vere all the ingenious toil of my mother. 


Though in stature I was a man, yet 
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head I wore a cap of fur, such as deck 
the fronts of the Cambrian peasantry, 
and in my hand I held a long indented 


staff of polished oak. Thus then 


attired, I repaired to the saloon where 


I had spent the preceding evening, and 


seeing none but the donestic whom ! 
had first spoken to at the out ward gate 


olf the palace, I desired him to acquaint 


Prince Norman that I awaited his com: 
ing. He made his obeisance in silence, 


and withdrew. In a few moments my 
friend appeared, enchased in armour, 


richly emblazoned by flaming devices: 
a violet scarf depended from bis shoul- 
der, and on his right breast, in the 
centre of a star of brilliants, a sprig of 


three - foiled grass overshaded à St. An- 
_ drews:cross—all wrought: in apposite 


coloured gems. A wild luxuriance of 
auburn hair was the only ornament on 


his head; for in his hand! he held his 


helmet of dazzlingisteel, crowned with 


plu mes of snowy feathers, inter mingled 


with silvered ribbons of lilac hue. 


« Come!” cried Norman, “ thou art 
tardy. All are prepared for the march 
to Dunblaine but, hold!” continued 
he, As thou art resolved, the tour. 
nament over, to proceed to Cowpar, 
this may be our last parting in private, 
Here receive from me a trifling testi- 
mon y of my esteem—you may stand 
in need of it: but when you have found 
this kinsman you are in search of, I 
pray you revisit Dunbar and Nor- 
man.” I took what he proffered me; 
it was a golden net, filled with round 
pieces of various sized yellow metal, 
stamped with characters, dyes, and 
heads. This was my first introduction 
to current coin. Prithee,” said T, 
what service will this be to me? It 
is the specie of the realm,” replied he, 
e that is bartered for every necessary 
in this life. With a sufficiency of these 


pieces thou mayest procure from a 


rood of land to a kingdom. Not a 
grain of wheat can be obtained with. 
W A | 


out it; yet with it the soul of man is to 


be purchased. He promised to take 


some future time to explain the nature 


of commerce, merchandize, and traffic; 


and I accepted the shining toys more 


for the purpose of studying the effect 


they would have on those to whom ! 


offered them than any real conscious- 
ness of their value. 


A loud blast from a trumpet with. 
out announced the period of departure. 
He led me forth to a large plain near 
the palace, and there shewcd to my 
dazzled eyes the splendid prospect of 
many hundred personages, n. ounted 


on fiery steeds, and glittering in mail. 


Faliol, though cnfeebled, headed them. 
On his right hand I hebeld his son; 
and at his left a Knight 1.eld a horse, 
in wait for Xorn; an. He still conduct. 


8 ing me fon ward, L eckcned to an eguerry 


standing afar off, who instantly ap- 
xreecked, leading a large white ccurser, 
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ready caparisoned. There” said 
Norman, „ is a_ generous brute! 
mounted on him, you will accompany 
us to the circus: after that he is for 
ever your's. Take him as the gift of 
your attached friend.” With spark- 
ling joy, for horses were my pride, I 


bounded back, and, with a spring, 


vaulted high in air, and pitched into 
the saddle. 1 must own my weakness: 
—yes, my vanity indeed was raised by 
the pleasure I saw this action give 
Norman: for my dress, gravity of de- 


meanor, and scrupulous examination 


of all around me, had created no small 
degree of supercilious contempt in the 
I 55. stand ers. | 


© The march begit by a triple ne 
of trumpet, and in a few hours we ar- 
rived at the amphitheatre, where our 
numerons train mingled among the 
gallant concourse that had already 
reached the spot. Around the circus. 
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shone à beauteous train of ladies, who, 
though inactive themselves, worked 
the secret springs of emulation in every 
cChampion's breast. Young Norman, 
with the gaiety and sprightliness so 
natural to his temper and age, drew 
me apart, and pointing upwards to the 
galleries graced by the female specta- 
tors, said, in an under tone, Look 
among that group of stars, and fix 
your sight on one transcendantly 
lovely.“ I did so: but could not see 
the pre · eminence of beauty he extolled 
in such high sounding epithets. Be- 
bold,“ said he, that combination of 
charms, cloathed in white and silver, 
with a violet satin cestus, clasped with 
| pearls. She is Octavia, the fair niece 
of Hereford's Earl: fifteen summers 
yet she has not seen. I have a power. 
ful rival in julian, Lord of Clifford; 
yet my arm this day (for by his lilac 
plumes he is yonder) shall prove my 
right to a precedency in CEavias 
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heart.” Consistent with candour 1 


owned the lady exquisitely fair: but 
methought many other of the stars 
blazed with equal lustre. My atten. 
tion was now whoily attracted by the 
coinbatants, prancing over the field of 
strife, examining their lances, and 
poising them, with warlike gesticula- 
tions, in the rests. The time drew 
near, and Norman, recommending. 
me to his brother, Who, though duly 
armed cap-a-pee, was as yet too young 
to enter the lists, joined the mn 
and Gultic Princes, 
| | FR gr. 
Norman, although-a dependant on 
his father's bounty, and sharing equally 
with him his affection, being treated 
in all respects as his son, though not 
successor; yet young Baliol, with a li- 
berality unknown to vulgar minds, 
paid ever the greatest deference to 
Norman as he had been his elder bro- 
ther, Pursuant to his request, he. po- | 
| Kk 3 
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litely devoted himself solely to me, 
explained the rules of combat, pointed 
out the different Knights and cham- 
pions, instructed me in the names of 
the ladies, taught me the signification 
of the various emblems on the targets 
of the competitors, and gave his opi- 
nion on the pretensions of the females 
to beauty. He likewise listened with 
urbanity to my remarks, and, in a 
short time, we were equally pleased 
with each other. Baliol soon after 
joined us; and perceiving that his son 
had attached himself to me, he intro- 
duced me to the Duke of Alancon, the 
British Monarch, and the present King 
of England, then, by his father's po- 
lieh. entitled Prince of Wales. 


r The n now commenced, the 
detail of which, as it can afford neither 

amusement nor information to you, my 
warlike Lords, I will not dwell upon; 
but proceed to the mention of that 
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which clashes with the remainder of my 
narrative. The sport had continued: 
many hours, when the trumpet blew 
a loud blast, and a Knight, in black 
armour, unattended, entered the lists. 
His visor was down; sable plumes, in- 
termingled with branches of the cy- 
press, surmounted his helm, on which 
perched a phoenix immerging from 
the flames: his impressa, depicted on 
the black hexagonal shield, was the 
eastern hemisphere; the sun just aps 
pearing above the horizon, chased 
away the mantle of vapours wherein 
night had clothed the sky. The ani- 
mal on which he rode was of the 
darkest sable, his mane and head pro- 
fusely decorated with boughs of wit 
low: the housings of his saddle were 
also black, and the whole spangled 
thickly over with brilliants : his motto 
engraved upon the *irget was—* Such 
my fortunes, such my hopes.” 
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e challenged. many champions, 
and seemed, by his easy, and, indeed, 
careless method of engaging them, as 
if he, in right, deserved no great share 
of honour for his prowess, since he 


conquered with so little difficulty. 


At length the mighty puissant Edward 
of England, the scourge of the haughty 
Saracen, challenged the unknown war- 
rior, On this combat, which lasted 
long, all the shifts, turnings, retreats, 
skill, and address, were excellently 


displayed. Now their lances shivered, 


and now they armed for a fresh attack. 
Aloof they stood, as if restrained by 
respect; but spurred on by valour they 
struck, the eye unable to follow the 
motion of their weapons. Now they 
drew back; then closed - heeled 


griped at each other —struggled, with 


a force that strained the sinews, and 
made the pores te bleed, a crimson 
flood oozing from the scales of Ed- 


ward's whitened armour, Victory long 


— 
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hovered on the wing; but dropped her 
meed on England's antagonist. . Seizing 
his advantage, he hurled his potent 
adversary to the ground; then, spring- 
ing from his courser, placed his foot 
on the chest of the vanquished, whilst 
the amphitheatre rung with shouts of 
Victory! Victory!” The Black 
Knight, having enjoyed his triumph 
to the full, resumed his seat, and mak. 
ing the air whistle with the shaking of 
his lance, he leaped the barrier, an d 
vanished. 


one combat more, and the atchie. 
vers were to adjourn to the recesses 
behind the circus; there to receive the 
smile or frown of beauty. ExpeRation 
was high; for the elder son of France 
it was that dared an opponent to the 
field. A martial strain wound up the 
herald's call, and young Norman of 
Ireland bid defiance to the Gallic 
Prince. They fought :—severe was 
Ks . 
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the contest; for in equal years, equal 
strength, and equal courage, Where | 
was the $superiority? But Norman 

conquered, and plueked the amethyst 

fleur de. lys from his antagonist's breast, 
waving in the air his own emerald 
three-foiled grass. The multitude 
gave. testimony of his triumph by 
shouting exclamations, and excited 
him to challenge a second claimant 
to superior skill. This claimant stood 
forward in the person of Julian, Earl 
of Clifford, his rival in the Lady Octa. 
via's affections. A base and villainous 
youth! to meet his unsuspecting ad- 
versary, beneath a shew of equality in 
arms, with offensive weapons. Yet, 
notwithstanding this preposterous dis- 
proportion in power, Norman un- 
horsed him; but he, quickly springing 
up, pointed his. lance at a defenceless 
spot near the throat of my too credu- 
lous friend. Previous to King Ed- 


ward's engagin g With the Black Knight, 
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young Baliol had begged of meto quit 
my horse, as he wished to speak to A 


lady in the gallery, as also to present 


me to Eleanor of England. Here Þ 
was then seated at the critical moment 
of a fatal blow being aimed at Nor- 


man's life. Perceiving the meditated 


stroke, I leaped: down from the ba- 
lustrade full between the combatants. 


It was as I feared; for the weapon le. 


velled at Norman's throat entered deep 
into my breast. A swoon, that lasted 
three or four minutes, bereft me of alt 
sense. Norman, aided by those that 
erowded to my assistance, conveyed 
me to the chambers behind the amphi- 
theatre, and laid me on a couch. This 
done, he dispatched the attendants to 
hasten for a chirurgeon; whilst he, 
with a face pale through fear for my 


life, and eyes ready to overflow with 


tears, yet by excess of apprehensjon 
checked in their course, proceeded to- 
open my vest, lest particles of the! 
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surge composing it should have en- 
tered the orifice; for of all substances 
the extraction of woollen gives most 
anguish to the sufferer. Shortly after 
Baliol, attended by a young page, came 
in, saying, that the English King had 
given orders for the immediate impri-. 
sonment of Lord Clifford. With com- 
miseration and warm expressions of 
anxiety for my safety, he watched with 
extreme solicitude for the disclosure 
of the wound, which Norman, with 
caution and gentleness, though with 
trembling hands, was softly uncover- 
ing. Heat length drew away the vest, 
and revealed to sight, not only the 
opening made by Clifford's steel, but 
the fatal letters on my breast. They 
both cecoiled as if a viper had sprung 
from concealment. Godfrey, son to 
Llewellin !” exclaimed Baliol. Lle- 
wellin's son!“ repeated Norman. I 
strove to articulate; but. the exertion 
gave torture. The Prince gazed at us 
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| alternately, as if seeking to frame bis 
carriage by the bent of Baliol's coun- 
tenance, which, glowing in scarlet, 
pourtrayed the impassioned fury of his 
intemperate spirit. Norman stood 
breathless with excess of agitation; but 
on beholding the blood gushing in 
waves from my trembling flesh his ten- 
derness returned, and he clapped his 
hand to the bleeding aperture, em- 
balining it with a precious shower of 
tears. But Baliol, whose age and in- 
firmities, far from softening the rough 
and impenetrable nature of his soul, 
rather added the blindness and contu- 
macy of dotage, ever raised to a height 
of revengeful ire at aught that recalled 
the idea of Llewellin to his mind, 
chafed in a frenzy of gesture not to be 
surpassed had it been even his abhorred 
enemy himself that lay extended before 
him. Advancing, he grasped the arm 
of the youth, and flung him from me. 
Norman, what do you ?” he cried 


230 LLEWELLIN. 


Learn, this is the son of him on whom 
vou have from infancy invoked the 
wrath of Heaven My eyes are now 
opened: this wretched boy is but the 
base agent of the crafty Llewellin, sent, 
among others; as my fears and- trusty 
nobles presaged, in quality of spy, to 
disseminate among my now unanimous 


people his discordant tenets: Indigent 


himself, swelled with envy at others 
prosperity, and sunk in misery, the de- 
ceittul specious varlet deputes his sa- 
tellites to steal from me the hearts of my 
sons A kissing Judas! that fob another 
wife would have betrayed his Lord. 
Thou ill-fated youth! exact epitome of 
thy wily father ! but for this untoward 
accident thou wert creeping, like an 
insidious-serpent, into the bosom of my 
family, to warp the affections of those 
on-whose duty wy being hangs!“ 


- The Prince, as s he ange imbibed | 
the force of this censure, and turnedto 
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me, designing to shoot the dart of re. 
proach; but his glance operated directly 
contrarꝶ! for, on remarking the cast 
of death overshadowing my face, and 
meeting the upbraiding beam faintly: 
sallying from my swimming eyes, com- 
passion and sensibility triumphed, and 
he threw himself beside the couch. 
Bending over me, with impeding sobs, 
he murmured, “ Is it you that I have 
been taught to curse in execrating the 
posterity of the Cambrian Prince ? 
Oh! Godfrey! my friend - my preser- 


ver! I will maintain a free-will, and 


be ever, ever yours.“ Anxious to- 


seal a compact of mutual amity, I ex- 


tended my hand, which he pressed in 
his, and raised fervently to his fore- 
head. Baliol, mad at this blasting 
sight, tore him violently away, ex- 


claiming, „“ Degenerate boy! un 


worthy of the blood that mantles in 
your veins! Thou blot on the illus. 


trious name of Roderick! is it thus 
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you keep that solemn oath registered 
by the consistory of Heaven ? Is thus 
my fondness and paternal chggishing 
of you rewarded? How oft have you 
voluntarily sworn your wish to en- 
counter my base betrayer, sword in 
hand, and revenge my wrongs by of- 
fering to them a libation streaming 
from his heart ?—Now, like a whining 
infant, to perjure thyself, cancel all 
obligations to me, and drown in tears 
of false gratitude the sentiments that 
are my due.” —* But what ill hath 
Godfrey committed ?” asked Norman 
— © He is not accountable for his sire's 
misdoings. A friend so nobly gained 
must I fling from me? Oh! he will 
bleed to death continued he, making 
towards the door, to call for assistance: 
but Baliol stopped him, declaring 
none should enter. Norman then in- 
dignantly breaking from him, ran to 
succour me, and succeeded in staunch- 


ing the blood. The King perceiving 


* 
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that he worked retrograde with a mind 
that he himself had formed never to 


yield to the slightest show of harsh. 
ness or compulsion, now undertook 
other means to win him over to his 
will; for though his son was dear to 
him as his son, yet this adopted boy 
was the darling and chief support of 


his age, principally in being the child 
of his valued friend, Mecherdech; for 
Baliol was as warm in generous affec- 


tions as he was inveterate in hatred. 
Still then to hold the youth's faculties 


in the magic band he-had been weaving 
since first he called him his, he had 


now recourse to a measure that ever 


conquered. Norman, be his own opi- 


nion of justice what it might. As the 


surest prelude to his purpose, the in- 


fat uated, rancorous King suffered the 


big drops to run a chace adown his 


cheek, „ Thus,” -wept he, are 
blighted the hopes depending on the 


love of my virtuous elder! Norman 
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abandons me, and is leagued with my 
enemies! How? say how have I de. 
served this from him whose life is 
dearer to me than my own ?” The 
mind enfettered boy, with every token 
of deep contrition and remorse, lifted 
his head from my side, and looked 
at the venerable blasphemer that, in 
guch circumstances, had dared appeal 
to the Almighty. «© Will you then 
leave me, my child—my delight—my 
only love—that I have reared with a 
mother's fondness ? whined forth the 
canting Baliol ! Will you desert me, 
my son?“ The Prince started up, 
but still held my hand clasped in his. 
«« Come to my arms, my soul's dar- 
ling! Heal the wound thou hast made 
by thy defection with smiles, nor hurry 
me to the grave by thy sharp unkind- 
ness!“ A second shower descended, 
and completed the conquest of invi- 
dious malice over reason and humanity. 
Norman let fall my hand, and threw 


\ 


his arms round Baliol's neck, who, 


zeizing the occasion, drew him hastily 
towards the door, Which he had pre- 
viously fastened to prevent intruders. 
Norman arrived at the threshold, 
withdrew from the King's hold, and 
ztood as irresolute to whom to surren- 
der the preference of his affections. 


Baliol saw the distracting conflict, and 


cried, in a tremulous tone, Norman! 
Norman !” Then to me, added, in a 
far more fierce voice than seemed con- 
sistent with his age, Detested be 
the offspring of Llewellin !“ Perish 
the race of Llewellin !” exclaimed my 
lost friend, -whilst his looks gave con- 
tradiction to his speech. They left me 
—left me, immersed in blood—left 


me, loaded with unmerited execra. 


tions, 


The surgeon that had been sent for 
from Dunbar (for none resided nearer) 
on Baliol's quitting the room attended. 


- 
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He was a young inexperienced prac- 
titioner, whose trial of knowledge on 
those he was summoned to, was as yet 
but the first steps towards initiating 
himself into the secrets of his profes. 
sion. With most perfect gravity, and 
an equivalent portion of ignorance, he 
prescribed to a healthful youth of six- 
teen what, in the same case, he would 
have done to a palsy- struck veteran of 
eighty- four, and then retired, with 
head erect, diffusing his abstracted 
looks on those that waited in the cham- 
ber. 918 


A night's sleep refreshed me; but 
towards morning 1 was awakened by 
the pain of my wound, irritated to 
agony by his unskilful management. 
As by the able instructions of Balsa- 
mas I was no novice in the art of sur- 
gery, on his next attendance I directed 
him to apply what, according to my 
judgment, would infallibly alleviate 
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the anguish I suffered; but with the 
utmost serenity of comportment he re- 
plied not, nor, indeed, scarce listened - 
to me, still giving his unstudied laws 
to those around : but I proved to him 
a most ungovernable patient; for find- 
ing that he obstinately persevered in 
this palpably mistaken system, I gave 
him to comprehend that I would go 
forth and efle& a cure on myself. This 
be at first treated as the ravings of de- 
lirium, or rather with the indifference 
due to my froward self. sufficiency, as 
he considered it: but when he saw that 
was resolute in refusing his further 
assistance, he made towards the en- 
trance, with intent to take his leave: 
Met,“ thought I, « he has devoted 
many hours to me that might have 
been more profitably spent to himself, 
though, percase, not on others:“ 
and I felt shame at having nothing to 
offer in compensation for his ill re- 
quited, but ill-judged care, until Lre- 
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 colleed the gift Norman had made 
me previous to my departure from 


Dunbar :—though in all likelihood he 


may reje& it, and be angered for hav- 
ing insulted him by the offer of these 


golden toys, calculated, and seemingly 
only cast for the diversion of children, 


Besides this purse, all my earthly ef. 


fects consisted in my above-mentioned 
herbal. This alphabetical treatise on 
those plants and balsams requisite to 
heal nearly every human malady, pro- 


_ vided' the patient's habft of body had 


long been regulated by temperance, 


was extracted from the works of the 
best and” most learned authors. By 


me its worth had often been put to the 
test, and was esteemed invaluable; nor 
would ] have parted with it for mil. 
lions of the coin given me by Norman. 
Rating the mind of others by my own, 
this then I considered as an offering 


_ worthy af acceptation, particularly to 
persons of his cast. With many eulo- 
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giums on its rarity (for Balsamas, the 
compiler, alone possessed its duplicate) 
and the approved erudition of those 
upon whose authority the contents 
were founded, Þ presented it to the 
young practitioner, recommending a 
few candid experiments before he 
finally decided. on its merits, and per- 


suading him to have recourse to it 


when the victim of disease applied for 
his relief. He stared—he stood con- 
founded and opening the book, turned 
slightly over the leaves then, with a 
mixture of contumelious wrath and 
disdainful astonishment, he threw it 


at my feet. I paused—blushing with 


the conviction that 1 had been guilty 


of an error: yet, even so, methought 
he should have indulgently attributed 


the simplicity of the action to inexpe. 
rience, and not resented it as a pre- 
meditated insult. Slowly for I feared 
again offending -l took the purse from 
my vest, and extending it towards 
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him, apologized, with unfeigned diff. 
dence, for offering an insignificant 
trifle, the nominal or intrinsic value of 
v hich I was really unacquainted with: 
assigning, as excuse for not having 
produced it before, that I had been 
told by him who gave it me, none but 
the venal, the sordid mass, set a price 
on it: gold, like mercury, according 
to whose lot it fell, proving either be. 
neficial or pernicious: to acquire it 
some would not waver at the commis- 
sion of the deadliest crime; and that 
between the wish to gain it in the mer- 
cenary penurious, and the fear to lose 
it in the covetous wealthy, the vitals 
were kept in an exquisite state of tor- 
ture. My defaming attack on gold was 
not heard with that apathy of slight 
our auditor had shewn whilst launch- 
ing my panygeric on the herbal; for 
this son of Mammon, with clutching 
pangs and a distorted grin, that veri- 
fied what Norman had told me con- 
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cerning the baneful influence of his 


present, took the glistening prize, and 


clapping me on the shoulder, said 
« Youth, hast thou more of this dan- 
gerous corruption?“ I replied in the 
negative. © Shall I administer further 
to you?“ I shook my head. Then 


speed you well,” returned he, and de- 


parted. 


The royal domestics, who had be- 
tore impeded each other in bustling 
officiousness to serve me, no sooner 
comprehended the defection of the 
King and Prince, than they, one by 
one, dropped off, and, by the time the 
Surgeon retired, not a man remained, 


Abandoned by him in whom, a few 
hours back, I had promised myself a 
lasting friend, with enfeebled steps, 


and a grief-fraught heart, I walked 


forth from the room, designing to 
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leave the place, and traversed several 
wide-spread galleries without encoun. 
tering a being: it seemed to be totally 
deserted: the doors were all thrown 
open, and the only sound that met 
my ear proceeded from the strokes of 
the workmen employed in taking down 
the temporary buildings erected round 
the circus, for the solemnities of the 
foregoing day. Sickening at the men- 
tal image of Baliol and Norinan, I 
hastened to fly this fatal spot, and de- 
scended a sweep of steps that were ter- 
minated by the covered entrance to the 
ground on which the champions of the 
tournament fought. As I crossed it, 
my sight bent on the earth, I acci- 
dentally passed the spot where I had 
received the wound ih Norman's de- 
fence; the white sand still bearing 
the ensanguined tokens of Clifford's 
treachery : but the kindling sparks of 
joy at the recollection for whom that 
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blood was shed, were instantaneously 
extinguished by a sigh of sorrow and 
indignation at the bitter reflection of 
the ill-merited anathema he had pro- 
nounced on me at parting. 


i 
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TY 


CHAP. vin. 


THE QUINCE-TREE, 


-* RESOLVED to shun every appear- | 
ance of a human habitation in my pro- 
gress to the town of Cowpar, I quitted 
the streets of Dunblaine, and reached 
the 8uburb-fields. Here, as I first de- 
signed, I plucked the fit balms and 
simples, and after consultation in Bal- 
samas's manuscript, by repeated and 
_ judicious application, I closed and fi- 
nally healed the gnawing wound. 
Ere I reached Cowpar, as wading 
through the high-grown grass of a field 
many acres in extent, a heavy fall of 
cold sleet, accompanied by bail, made 
me look around for harbour; still esti- 
mating a shelter sbared with the inha- 

bitants of the sky to that raised by 
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the arm of man. Encompassed by 
thick forests of trees, I distinguished 
on my right, through the showering 
mist, the lofty turrets of a castle. The 
country without the boundariesofasmall 


pale displaying the uniformity of a bar- 


ren waste, and affording no defence 
from the night's severity, thither then 
I went, with purpose to select a tree 
wherein to rest, the farthest from the 
building, and in the most secluded 
part of the grove. With agile steps 
and buoyed spirits at the prospect of 
protection without imploring it of my 
kind, I leaped the pallisade enclosing 
the welcome cluster, and chose from 
its luxuriant fellow bearers a spread- 
ing quince tree, the grateful fruit and 
interlacing branches of which would 
at once afford refreshment and a bed. 
I climbed, fixed on an accommodating 
horizontal bough, plucked, and eat: 
but, as composing myself to sleep, a 
loud voice beneath made me put aside 
L 3 
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the leafy foliage, and look down. By 
the faint light of evening, fading into 
darkness, I discerned a man, who, 
Shaking an enormous batoon, called to 
me to descend, in a tone that shewed it 
would have been fool-hardiness not to 
have obeyed. Wholly unconscious of 
the unlawfulness of my entry, I sharply 
asked his meaning, and by what au- 
thority he debarred me from the plea- 
sure and convenience of remaining in 
the spot necessity had forced me to 
repair to? © By what authority!“ re- 

Joined he, in a hoarse shriek, that per- 
verted the intention of speaking, for 1 
could scarce gather meaning from the 
discordant sound—* are all the men- 
dicant vagrants of the earth to break 
into the Baron's premises, and feed 

upon the fruits, under the insolent 
e asion of wanting to sleep in the tree? 
Go!“ he continued, flourishing his 
badge of offi ce. Whither f“ said I. 
« To pay the fees of trespass.“ 
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I walked on, and came to a small ves- 
tibule leading to the castle. He seated 
himself magisterially in a high-backed 
leathern chair, and resting his hands 
on his knees, thrust out his ill- moulded 
visage, to examine whether in my 
traits he could espy a witless terror 
that might warrant success to his pro- 
ceedure. I imagine that my counte- 
nance granted him the licence; for, 
throwing himself back, he half folded 
his arms, and dividing the air with the 
motion of his finger, said, . Now learn 


that Jam steward, overseer, and con- 


troller over Lord Conway's domains 
so, for the offence you have committed 
in my department, you must appear 
before the marshal of the household, 
except you can pay the penalties in- 
curred,” | ; 

« I pray you,” rejoined I, “ instruct 
me to what you allude, and what is the 
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meaning you annex to the word pe. 
nalty 2? 


« Why, you perverse varlet, you 
cannot but be confident you have done 
wrong; instead of arrogantly braving 
me to my face, you should think of 
making me some amends for the trou- 
ble I shall be at in turning you out: 
have you an angel, or a noble, a mark, 
or any other coin about you e” “ An 
angel, a noble, and a mark | prithee 
friend, replied I, in the accent of 
amazement, „be not so laconic, but 
explicitly tell me what is it you re- 
quire.“ At this he lost the trifling por- 
tion of patience with which he began 
his examination. © Then beshrew 
your equivocating tongue,“ he cried 
again, have you money?“ This word 
my imagination had lain hold of on a 
late occasion, and divining now what 
it was he aimed at in this mazy cate- 
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chism, I returned, © are you then a 
surgeon?“ „Answer me, young preva- 
ricating hind, or front the marshal ! I 
am $uperintendant over these lands; 
you have feloniously broke into them, 
and consequently lie wholly at my 
mercy, to imprison, drown, hang, or 
quarter.“ Seeing that I smiled at these 
presumptuous vaunts, he added, roar- 
ing as if the thunder of his throat had 
the power to transmute what I touched 
into gold,“ have you any money?“ 
1] calmly replied that I had not. 
„Then,“ said he, with grumbling sul- 
lenness, © go, and beware how you 
meet with me again.” I need not say 
that T prepared to obey this command 
with prompt and self-congratulatory 
alacrity, when, as going out at the 
door, I was stopt by the entrance of a 
man, who, calmly addressing the blus- 
tering flowery-speeched railer, asked 
* what occasioned the noise he heard.“ 
Trembling with dastardly fear,theselt- 
LS a 
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entitled steward, controller, and super- 
intendant explained, that, as he came 
to fetch in his gardening tools he found 
me lurking in the orchard, filling my 
furry cap with fruit, and throwing a 
share of the spoils to my leagued fel. 
low depredators without the paling, 
and consequently he had, as by duty 
- obliged, brought me hither to examine 
who and what I was. <«« But how,“ asked 
the young Baron sternly, “how came 
the word money to occur so often in 
your examination ?”” The terror- 
struck slave attempted to expostulate, 
but that an unanswerable preventa- 
tive (for it was a blow) im posed si- 
lence. Then turning to me, with 
haughty rigour on his brow, * Is this 
truth, young man? said he. I know 
not what he means by trespass, re- 
plied I; “ but if when, to avert the 
chilling damps of night, unable to gain 
the covering of a roof erected by the 
| labours of man, I sought shelter 
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] have often mentioned you to him, 
since the solemnity of the tournament ; 
but his desire of seeing you will now 
be gratefully heightened by the hear- 
ing that you are his countryman.“ 


At his desire I followed him through 
a stone arch-way, to a noble chamber 
on the ground floor, the door of which 
he threw open, and directing himself 
to a person near the window, employed 
in polishing a casque, surmounted with 
sable plumes, that he held in his hand, 
the Baron said, “ Here, Glanmore, is 
my youthful hero, the praises of whom 
I have dwelt on with such transport, 
and you listened to with more than 
common interest.” Laying the helmet 
beside him, the unknown arose, and 
approached to receive me from- the 
Baron. Need I tell you that in the pre- 


tended Glanmore I beheld Llewellin, 


and that Llewellin, in the humble pea- 


ant, recovered his Godfrey, My father 


256 © LLEWELLIN = 


clasped me with a strenuous embrace 
in his paternal arms; but the first words 
he uttered nearly smote my heart in 
twain. <©* My son, where is thy mo. 


bc ther?“ „ She waits to usher us to 


the world above, my father,” I re. 
plied. And at the remembrance of the 
means whereby the dear Eleanor had 
been translated to the skies, a gushing 
flood of tears bathed my face. 


© Our fond emotions at this blessed 
encounter in part subsided. Llewellin 
presented me as his son to Lord Con- 
way, and the supercilious Claudius, u ho, 
withstiffstateliness nd cold formality, 
condescended to honour me with a sa- 
Jute, and then, at his kind father's in- 
timation of its propriety, retired with 
him, considerately anticipating our wish 
for privacy. I seized these moments 
to relate to Llewellin all that had be- 
fallen me since his departure from 
Snowden ; but when I came to the 
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cruel treatment I had experienced 
from the irreconciliable Baliol, my 
voice failed; respect to my revered 
sire restrained what IL. knew could not 
fail to tear open a long closed wound; 
but this precaution was unnecessary. 
He caught the vague sentences that 
dropt from my lips, and internal re- 


morse enabled him to scan the whole 
transaction. Thus then,” mourned he, 


*are all my hopes nipt! Godfrey, I had 
long confided in the chance of being 
able to effect a reconciliation with 


Baliol, once my firm and valued bro- 


ther; pleasing myself with the reflec- 


tion that time had, in some measure, 
effaced the sense of the injury done 

him, and that by ſorce of oral prayers 
I might have removed the residue of 


that detestation he most justly halds 
me in; but no, we are severed to all 
eternity. Wherefore now should I seek 
tointrude on him? Ah, my son, how 
dreadful to a sin-flawed heart is the 
sight of a respected friend!“ 
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He then proceeded by informing 
me of having gone from Snowden to 
Caernarvon; but there being disap. 
pointed in his reliance upon the nobles 


rallying to his call, he had, under 


8anciion. of Lord Conway's friendship, 
resided with him since, by the name of 
Glanmore, waiting with fervent ex- 
pectations. for more propitious times 
for renewing the attempts of forward. 

ing his magnanimous views. Previous 
to his quitting Wales, on asudden he lost 
the company of his nephew, Prince 
John, who having contracted an inti- 
macy with a man of the name of Roger 
Bacon, a Friar Minor of Augustines, 
he had declined accompanying him to 
Scotland, and they had- both shortly 
after embarked for the Isle of Lundy, 
there to prosecute their mutual re- 
searches in the science of chemistry. 
- Balsamas Llewellin had dispatched 
to Ludlow, to prosecute his interest 
among the inhabitants of that city, on 
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whose allegiance he chiefly depended 
for support; and my father was neces- 
sitated to remain at Cowpar Castle un- 
til he heard satisfactory tidings from 
his efficient agent. 


On the Lords Conway and Claudius 
receiving the citation to the tourna- 
ment from their Sovereign, and learn- 
ing from report that the British Princes 
were to grace it, my father resolved to 
anticipate his coming national triumph, 
by giving a glorious overthrow to his 
mighty subjugator, Edward of Eng- 
land, This design, favoured by for- 


tune, and belike superior skill, as de- 


scribed by me, he performed. I cast an 
inquisitive glance at the sable helmet 
and its phoenix, matchless in work- 
manship as well as nature, that lay be- 
side me; by which infallible tokens I 
comprehended that the black-mailed 
knight, the valliant conqueror of the 


British usurper, was Llewellin; yet no 
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emotions of inflated pride or peevish 
emulation'overwhelmed me at this dis. 
covery, for though, in compliance to 
the wish of Norman, I had attended what 
he deemed a godlike and illustrious 
show; yet, in my inward revolving, I 
considered the whole but as a senseless 
display of pompous vanity and lack of 
_ wisdom, more fit to eclipse the giddy 
eyes of children and of fools, than be 
worthy the serious occupation of man, 
who, to my narrow conception, had he 
been guiding a teem of oxen at the 
plough, harrowing the earthy clods, 
brandishing the flail, or whetting the 


sickle to reap the harvest his industry 


had sown, would have been more ho- 
nourably, and beyond dispute more 
profitably employed; or had his time 
been engaged in sedulously adding to 
the store of knowledge already ac. 
quired, what might hereafter turn to 
the benefit of mankind, it could then 


have boasted of more philanthropy, 
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be the pursuit ever so trifling; nay, 
the first discovery of the virtues of an 
herb, in process of time might be the 
means of prolonging the lives of many; 
and far more rationally would his mi- 
nutes have flown. by, had he, to un- 
bend his faculties, devoted himself to 
the collecting natural curiosities, lay- 
ing in fuel for the winter, establishing 
homes for his animals of use, or occupied 


in any of the nameless multitude of 


acts that turn to some purpose of spe- 
cific good: but thus to suck around 
them great bodies of people, to gape at 
a medley. of warlike tricks played by 


their rulers,” dressed in fantastic geen, 


thereby to increase their towering os- 
tentation, and wim the awe- struck gaze 
of those Who, although vauntingly 
spurned by them, yet suffer the drain- 
ing of their substance to reimburse the 
v aste of treasure in raising the stately 


piles to commemorate their prowess ! 


What do these martial atchievements 
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in times of peace but harrass the minds 
of those interested, keeping them in a 
continual ferment of despair, envy, 
and rage, besides the advantage it af. 
fords for wreaking malice and revenge 


on a marked opponent? 


We had now sojourned at Lord 
Conway's for the space of two months, 
when Balsamas sent verbal intelligence 
by a confidential agent to my father, 
that he must not yet hope tor the faintest 
smile propitious to his enterprize ; af. 
firming from his own observation, that 
an open declaration of defiance to the 
measures of England towards Wales 
would be productive of the greatest 
evils; adding, that the nobles had 
mostly emigrated from the land, and 
that the suhjugated natives, dispiritless 
and oppressed, feared to rouse from their 
present misery, lest that they should 
be precipitated into greater; he con- 
cluded by informing us it was secretly 
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rumoured, that the Black Knight of 
Dunblaine had been traced from the 
Circus by King Edward's special tho? 
private orders, and was not unknown 
to him. Balsamas, therefore, all cir- 
cumstances weighed, earnestly recom - 
mended it to Llewellin to repair be- 


| yond seas, and relax his mind by tra- 
| velling, until he heard further particu- 
, lars indicating Wales riper for a change 


than it was at present. These wary 


t instructions were supported by Lord 
Conway; but strenuously opposed by 
Claudius, who rejected the notion of 


Edward's being in possession of the 
quality of his vanquisher; for, were it 
so, Llewellin, he said, would not then 


remaining in Britain, lying in wait 
to return to his principality, and head 
the auxiliary patriots. But Conway's 
Judgment, founded upon prudential 
forecast, overbalanced the indefinite 
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7a speculations of his son, and determined 
Llewellin to quit Britain. 


*] „The day of i arrived ; 
we bid adieu toour friendly and benign 
host, and ere the next setting sun 
touched Gallic ground. But on my 
suggesting that if Balsamas's notice 
were. true, and that Edward actually 
had his suspicions that Llewellin was 
alive, and that it was Liewellin dashed 
bim to his. foot amidst thousands of 
spectators, every engine that malevo- 
lent hatred could put in practice would 
be used to wind the deadly web around 
him, and hold the prey, until a sudden 
fit of choler might end/his doubts with 
the other's life. By reason of this, as 


Philip of France was then at peace 


with England, I persuaded my father 


to continue on to Italy, the Pontiff 
being , 80mewhat on equivocal. terms 
with the wrangling British monarch. 
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Here, at Rome, it was I first witn essed to 
what perfection painting and sculpture 
had arrived. I examined, I saw, I ad- 
mired, and ranked them in the next class 


to agriculture; for that will ever, whilst 
the universe remains, challenge pre- 
eminence. You have visited Italy, my 


young friends; yet as the bent of your 
genius at that early period might not 


have led you to a disquisition on the 


subject; as you testified pleasure in 
viewing my humble performances, and 
as those arts have made little, or ra- 
ther no progress in England, permit 


me to acquaint you, although painting | 


was early established in schools at 


Sicyone, in Peloponesus, yet none 


rose to any eminence in the art, until 


Apelles's time, Who first it was that % 


introduced the blending of all the co- 
lours nature sports. From the reign 


of Augustus downward, painting has 
much degenerated, and, indeed, since 
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Apelles flourished, we can boast of no 

artists of note. From the earliest ages 
we find that statues ſormed of silver 
and of gold were in use. Tarquinus 
Priscus's father, Demaratus, on his re. 
tiring to Etruria from Corinth, was 

the first that made known sculpture in 

Italy, but his models were of earth 
alone, and it was not till the sixtieth 
Olympiad that the working in marble 
came into usage at the Isle of Paros, 
which produced that choice composite 
of nature in a more transcendent degree 
of durety and whiteness than any other 
spot u here the trial was made. Paros 
also boasts the having given birth to 
the most renowned statuaries, Phidias 
and Praxiteles; but the knowledge of 
natural philosophy is even the source 
from whence these sciences took their 
rise, and both Apelles and Phidias 


were skilled naturalists ere they exhi- 


bited the wonders of the world; the 
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| latter began his labours by the study of 
mineral productions, as did the former 


of the disposition of plants and metal - 
lic substances, from which he extracted 
the means whereby he worked. ö 


Here, with the closest application, I 


resigned myself to the acquiring these 


arts from those models and specimens 
ever opento inspection, until waked from 


this pleasing calm by my father's receiy- . 


ing his anxiously expected summons 


from Balsamas to repair to England. 
So the epistle began, but the conclusion 


advised him to disembark at the Isle of 
Mona, and not to leave that spot till 
he arrived to eonduct him to conquest. 

Among other intelligence, he commu- 
nicated a circumstantial narrative of 
what we had only heard by the channel 
of the public couriers on whose infor- 
mation no dependance was to be placed, 


as it seldom bore the marks of au- 


thenticity ; for, through the policy of 
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their employers, these tools of Govern- | 
ment brought such mistated or exag- 

gerated reports as suited the com- 
plexion of those v hose judgments they 
were designed to mould. Palsamas, 
in continuation added, that England 
and Scotland were again at variance; 
several skirmishes had taken place, and 
it was the current rumour at the period 
of his writing, that the Baliols, both 
father and son, were slain in a late 
action at Ber wick, and that Prince Nor. 
man's forces had met with a total dis- 
. comfiture in a pitched battle with the 
enemy, in which he had nearly escaped 
being taken prisoner ; and finally, that 
it was generally supposed the conquest 
of Scotland was completed by Edward's 
having fulfilled a prophetic effusion 
that flowed from the tongue of an in- 
spired bard of old, regarded as sacred 
| by the Caledorians for ages past: 
« Withsoever the Scottish regal chair 
were removed the kingdom would be 


— 
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| removed with it:” for his mandate had 


caused the consecrated inauguration- 


eat to be transported to Westminster. 


The perusal of this description of war. 
like tempests, though the rays of sun 
shine through the gloom concentrated 
their play on Edward's helm, served to 
rouse the maddening fury of ambition 
in my father's breast. Stung with the 


sense of the irksome bondage himself 


and country groaned under from the 
crushing hand of the instatiate usur- 
per, he prepared to obey the call of 
Balsamas, and quit the continent for 


the Isle-of Mona; bethinking himself 
that it were a fit season, whilst Edward 
was engaged in securing his seizure 
upon Scotland, to carry on * own ing 
veny hon Wales, | 
| 12 

* vet methought our countrymen 


N might not really be in the state Balsa. 
mas had latterly described We but 
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were rather familiarized by a course of 
_ years to their dependance on England, 
A and probably would not be so zealous to 
support any innovation, although but 
a return to that condition in which 
they enjoyed prosperity. What does 
my father covet ? I ' ventured to ask. Is 
it solely to reinstate himself in power, 
and recover the Cambrian crown, or 
à heart emanating endeavour to in- 
crease his people's happiness? If but 

the former, it were assuredly worthy 
the severest censure, if the latter, what 
could he confer on his subjects more 
valuable than that peace they to a cer- 
tainty then enjoyed, and which, setting 
aside the vain, glossings of honour and 
retaliation, he was striving te annihi- 
Aate, by breathing through the land the 
＋ pestiferous breath of war? Llewellin, 
on the other hand, advanced, that the 
heroic and ardent spirits of our coun- 
= trymen- unanimously bore attachment 
to his person and authority, and but 
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awaited his aid and sanctionary pre- 
sence, to shake off the thraldom of 
England; intoxicated with the effects of 
its invincible prowess.  Llewellin to 
this subjoined a rigid injunction on 
me to maintain in future the strictest 
silence, if my speech was still directed 
to the same subject; he had, he said, 


pondered well on his measures, and 
would not be dictated to on a theme, 
the discussion of which 1 was never de- 
signed by nature to bear a part in; and, 
added he, I charge thee by our bless. 
ing, to rest in Italy, here to pursuè the 
studies thy genius and inelination point 

at; for, though my son, thou art as 
unqualified to lead a battalion and con- 
tend for a realm, as N art to sway 
the sceptre when von.“ I listened. 
But now that no darling ney ner caim- 
ed my stay, no defenceless woman crave. | 
ed my protection; I firmly turned 
deaf to his arbitrary command, say ing, 

M 4 . 
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that whether he willed it or not, 1 


never would abandon him whilst life 
held seat in either's frame. The in- 


© eongruity of Llewellin's sentiments 


Was pourtrayed by a smile of exulting 
Joy at this declaration. | 


To England we steered; and, after 
a short passage, landed at Castletown in 
the Isle of Mona, there to reside until 
the coming of Balsamas. And in truth, 
as affairs stood, he had shewn profound 
discretion in this procedure; first, by 
placing a bar before Llewellin's rush- 
ing perhaps into the centre of peril; 
and secondly, in selecting this territory 
for retreat, its proximity to the Eng- 


lish coast affording us opportunity of 


gaining the earliest intelligence con- 
cerning the transactions of Edward's 


court, and yet it offered an inviolable 


asylum to refugees; for by the laws 
of this beauteous dominion, it is held a 
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sanctuary for all that fly to it from the 
threats of justice; and they are even 
ranked as denizens, provided they 
infringe not by transgression the rules 
here upheld. This was the isle so long 
contended for between Ireland and 


England, and which was ultimately 


adjudged to the latter, on account of 
the similitude of climate, in that rep- 
tiles of venom, conveyed thither for 
the purpose of trial, breathed the air 
and lived. An equitable decision; and 
as such was the mode of adjustment, 
lerne had no reason to lament that she 
lost the suhject of their difference. The 
legend of this island goes, that Man- 
namare Macquire, an Hibernian magi- 
cian, engrossed its sovereignty by en- 
veloping the land in misty vapours, 
until the pious fiat of St. Patrick broke 
the wizard's charms, and confirmed to 


it the advantages of traffic, with the 
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. + Pandng under feigned names, Lle- 
wellin and myself spent day from day 
in grievous solicitude, for no Balsa. 
mas came, although my father had 
taken special care to dis patch the emis- 
sary that brought him the last packet 
back to Wales, immediately on his 
arrival at Mona. When I discerned 
Rim languishing under the horrors of 
suspence, I instantly offered to go and 

learn what good or evil event detained 
Balsamas from performing his engage - 
ment; but to this Llewellin ohjected, 
resolving yet to attend twenty days, 
And if at the conclusion of that period, 
Balsamas did not join us, to embark 
for Wales. The time drew speedily 
to a close, and but a week remained 
* unexpired, when we were both fatally 
"convinced that Edward was not only 
'undeceived. as to my father's death, 
but that he had gained indisputable 
proofs from whose hand it was that he 
met the victorious blow in Scotland. 
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His rancorous * of revenge died 


not away on the knowledge of this im- 
portant truth, but couched in ambush, 
till now inflamed by the unparalleled 


series of success he had met with over 


Baliol. Varnishing his personal ani- 
mosity with the shew of public equity, 
he issued proclamations, setting forth 
that whomsoever gave notice of the 
rebellious anarchist Llewellin, so that 

he might be impeded in further flight, 
should be invested with the govern. 
ment and independent sovereignty 

of the late acquired Isle of Mona, and 


that he who apprehended the per. 


son of the aforesaid Llewellin should 
be ennobled by the honour of Knight- 


hood, and enriched by various largesses 


from the crown. Let as Edward cared 
not to let loose his vengeance on a 
senseless corse, it was expressly stipu- 
lated, that unless the outlaw, as it 
termed him, was brought alive to the 
roy Presence, no remuneration what- 

| M6 | 


Lk 276 4 | | LEEWELLAN. | 
| ; — 


ever would be granted. The only 
| change the reading of this proclama-. 
tion (which I got to peruse by the fa. 
Vvoour of a peasant) made in my father's 
90 designs, was obliging him to retire 
= _-_ farther from the coast, and to accept 
> the advantages a disguise offered to 
elude the vigilance of those that might 
already be on the search. Six days 
ela psed, and no tidings of Balsamas. 
Llewellin then, with heart- burning im- 
patience, determined on quitting the 
island the following morn. But un- 
- fortunately, he reckoned only on the 
emergency of his desires, without sup- 
posing but that the accomplishing them 
5 Was praQticable, We were, however, 
aApon enquiry, told, that in the island 
we must remain until a passage- vessel 
offered to transport us to the opposite 
coast, as a prohibition had been lately 
issued against sloops of war or mer- 
: . chantmen taking passengers on board, 
_ although _ were aun enterlag and 
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leavin g the harbour. Patience f tow was 
our only resource. ei 


* 4 : 
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The evening Was ker and serene; 1 . 
was anxious to take a farewell Stroll to 
the western side of the shore, and as 
Llewellin, spent and weakened into a 
state of torpidity by incessant mortify- 
ing refle&ions, had fallen into a gentle 
Slumber, I rambled towards Vaughk, 
near where our dwWällim garose. From 


the summit of this gigantic mountain, 4. 


five hundred and eighty-four yards in 
height, the eye distinguishes afar the 
prospe& of England, Scotland, Wales, 
and Ireland. Having materials about 
me, the fancy struck me to take a sketch. 

of Malden Castle, which proudly stood 
on an adjoining- promontory, recalling 
to recollection that some days back, Lle-. 
wellin had observed that the magnificent 
structure before us was admirable in 
regard to its scite, fortifications, and 
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internal defence; with this idea I de. 
- 8cended into a small valley at the base | 
of Mount Vaught, which being on a 
| level. with the foundation of the Castle, 
It commanded an extensive view of the 
object for my pencil. Throwing my- 
self on a moss grown bank, I took out 
1 my implements, and in a few minutes 
Rn finished a rough draught of what, when 
1 filled. up and polished, I hoped would 
pProve an acceptable. offering, to my 
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CHAP. IX. 


—— | IN L 
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THE CAYERN, 


—— 


A LARGE cavity at some distance 
having frequently drawn my attention 
from what was upon; when I had 
concluded, I arose, and app! -oached it. 
This subterraneous corridor ran hori- 


zontally to a great extent, and I was in- 


duced to take a closer inspection, on re- 
marking that the nearer the verdure 
grew to the entrance of the cave, it lost 5 

its native brilliancy of tint, and that the 


herbage immediately skirting the edge 


was sapless, blighted, and withering. 

Desirous to find the cause of this, Idrew. | 
still nearer to the aperture, and had 
taken a handful of the soil to endeavour £ 


at conjecturing what occasioned the phe- 


nomenon, when a strong sulphureous 
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| vapour lie) in a thick an froly 
the mouth of the sinu So powerful 
and ivstantaneous was its ejectment 
that I retreated" in haste for breath: 


) 


but curiosity urged a second advance; 
and on stepping a few paces within the 
arch, perceived through the gloom of 


$f obscurity a bright flo me arise, Which 
TY curling round, suddenly became ex- 


tin... This was succeeded by another 
volley of nitrous'smoak that drove me 


again from'the'magic cave: but I took 


not my sight from the arch, where me- 
thought I saw something move. A 
. Joud" rattling of iron I then distinctly 
Hears; and presently a human figure, 
"Tf zuck it might be called without a 
nander on my species, appeared at the 
vawning portal, fastening a padlock to 


an iron box: his long visage, sallow, 
| Parched, and shrivelled, bore evident 


miafks of premature old age; high 


clicek- bones, bereft of flesh, rose as to 


lde ain le the "HIdeGus" stare e 


4 
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else naked skull; whilst a neglected 


isa gnome!“ Iexclaimed—© It cannoevt 


bird of prey. I started back, revolt - 
ing from his touch. Vet, not a little 


him. A voice broken and hollow re- 


bloodshot e eyes, sun far” 10 a' eone- 


shaped head: a few matted” cords of 
hair were (thinly | scattered over the 


grizzly beard, eticirclthg a pair ef yel- 
low lips, wide as they were spare, col“! 
vered the sharp point of a far - project - , 
ing chin. Around this emaciated form 

was wrapped a sable garment, in many 3 
places soiled by moist clay, and dis. 
playing rents and holes apparently 
caused by casual sparks of fire. AHt 


be an inhabitant of this globe! 
Caught by the sound, he raised his 
head, and after a fixed gaze, that 
made me $hrink within nie, he laid 
down his burthen, and tendered to me 

a hand that looked like the talon of a 


surprised at this action, LSsummoned 1 
courage to ask how L Was known to | 


hw. 
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' Plied, , Yet methinks we have not 
been 105 long disunited that Godfrey 
should appear not to remember me. 
- Remember you I cried, trembling, 
_ and, ready to sink to the ground with 
terror —f. in my W en” 
35 W Of : \ 
5 « The TREE fully. te 
fortitude of my soul; and at the recol - 
lection of what I left him, beauteous 
eompared to his present appearance; 
for he had, at least, the recommenda- 
tion of youth the reflection that he 
was my father's nephew, the royal Da- 


_ ©, vid's son, and my second existing re- 


lative the dread- inspiring spectacle 
de then displayed - caused a violent 
burst of grief, Which, beginning in 
suffocating struggles, ended. in a pas- 
sionate flood of tears. Unconscious 
of the change bimself, he said, What 
mean you, Godfrey, by this effeminate 
trifling ? Where is Elewellin? Why 
are you here? Is my father, David, 
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wil alive: ?” It was long before I could 
gather sufficient composure to reply. 
Restored to tranquillity, I begged him 
to be seated, and by a full relation, sa- 
tisſied him in every particular: yet 
during our conference I dared not 
hock my sight again, but rested my 
eyes invariably on the scale I had 
drawn of Malden Captle. | 
; 41 a 

6. He 8 ben aden W 4 
dectie cough, informed. me, he was 
still enleagued with Roger Bacon; al- 
though the friar, with whom latterly 
he had not been on amicable terms, had 


left him some time back, being cited 


to Rome on a charge of serious import 


in religious matters, but that he him- 


self still assiduously continued his glo- 
rious labours, and had found Every 
Support that he wisbed towards bring- 
ing his project to perfection in this 
island; but as he eagerly desired to 
work the sail, and had not the means 


: first exertions. But what are your 
Present aims, demanded I, 6c to which 
ou gacrifice both health and time? 
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wer herewith to compel or hire the na · 


tives to the doin git, he meant shortly to 


turn to other experiments, until he could 


repair to a place more suitable to his 


.« Judge not rasbly,” replied he the 


In hour will come when you and all the 


world will render homage to my name, 


thou art chasing ? or are you still pro- 


' . gecuting the visionary scheme of flying, 


which I learned in Italy your associate, 
the friar, had attempted, but with il 
success * 42470065 1 iS IS, F134 ie 71 

I = Died cd subject y: mtzeropted 
John, and tell me where dwells Lle- 


85 wellin.“ I described the part of the 


island in which our retreat was situated, 


= 
—— 7 


and in memory exalt me to the rank 
of an immortal. Is, it,“ said I, 
_ the philosopher's stone thou art seek- 
ing f ls it the ignis fatuus of alchemy 


V. an, 


LLEWELLIN, - ' 285 


and ttb his determination to 
proceed to Wales, when conveniency 


offered to leave Mona. I then shewed . 


him the royal publication that the Bri- 
tis Court had caused to be distributed 


all over Europe, for the arresting of 


his person; he took and perused the 


fatal manuscript, re-read. it, nay, run 


it over a third and a fourth time; then 
throwin g it from him, he rose, traversed 
a few paces to and fro, and in that 
ever · to. be accursed instant, the most 
unnatural, the most infamous, the most 
diabolical thought entered his mischief- 
brooding imaginationthat everstam ped 


dænion on the front of man. it Atte 


m1 
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| 99 1 he; an; of this 1 

ee he, biting his forked nails, 
and compressing his rugged: brows to a 
steadſast scowl; * the government, of 
the Isle of Mona!“ ! Ay, replied I, 
„hy wonder you p for he repeated 


it Wt a e prize to e to Eu- 
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| dives is not overrated by this grant. 


Tell me,“ said he, . for my mind of 
late bas been much abstrated from 
_ verldly affairs; tell me how came this 
territory so be in Edward's giſt ? If Tam 
right, itappertained once to Alexander 
of Scotland.“ It did so,“ J answered, 
s but ĩt is now annexed tothe Crown of 
England by the law of conquest, and is, 
as that paper instructs us, held out 
for lure to him who will betray our 
Prince“ Lleuellin is not safe,“ said 
John, * for believe me, Godfrey, the 
monarchy of this dominion is beyond 
the reach of estimation.“ Then we 
must provide against the evil by dili. 
3 zence,” 1 replied; ** my father i Is dis- 


guided in such a fashion it is near an im- 


5 possibility to recognize his person; we 
live under fictitious names, mingle but 
Vith a few/ and those are of the poorer 


FTelass; if we tan procure a passage to 


Wales, wy ſears for him will partly 
subside, oc once known to his sub- 
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tector: But how. can be remedied: the 


ger an impediment to your departure, * 


returhed my kinsman, after à longza 


very long and momentous pause. An 


Cape Ortugal to Liverpool, touches 


think, at my instance, would convey 


jects as their Lord; each will be pro 


danger that may arise from this tedi- 
ous delay in waiting for a vessel ?“ «51 | 
will answer that that shall be no lon! 


English merchantman, bound from 


here, us it is expected, to- morrom; the 
commander is well known to me, and 


you from hence and land you in Wales, 
if such is my uncle's will.“ Ih-extacy - 
atithis enrapturing intelligence; for I 
knew it would be deemed such by my 
father, /started up, and would atithe 
moment have flown to communicate 
it; but John withheld me, desirihg me 
to stay whilst he secreted his tools in 
readihess for the renewal of his labours 
on the subsequent morn, and that then 
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he vauld accompany. me to his uncle. 


This proposal, brought with it unplea. 
sant fears, for] anticipated the shock my 
father, at not. prepared, would receive 

on:the; first glance of his nephew; 1 
tried to dissuade him from an immedi. 
ate interviex with, Llewellin, yet, on 
perceiving, ba sneer of fretful impa. 


tience j that he would not brook controul 


in what he himself thought expedient, 

Iwaked on towards our ha bitation; 
but on turning round a group of trees 
facing the: dwelling, I hastily broke 


5 ! from my companion, and ran into the 
room where I had left my father asleep. 
Scarce bad l time to apprize him of the 


coming : of my kinsman, for John 
1m mediately 2 {ter 65 entered the apart- 


ment, an d con tuted the terrific: descrip- 
tion I had given of him to Llewellin, 
by display ing a form far more offen- 


_.rsively decrepid than it was mw for 
. eee. 16 inn e 
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My ſather's gratulations at the re- 
covery of the lost charge conſided to 
his protection by his brother David, 
was mingled with agonies ine pressi - 


ble, when he saw the deplorable trans- 
formation; he strove to speak, hut the 


sounds, faultering on his tongue, trem · 
bled forth in sighs. Maltravers, this 
being the appellation Prince John had 
assumed on bis separating himself from 
Llewellin in Wales, and which he hath 


bore since that period, morosely draw? 


ing back, disengaged himself from his 
uncle's fond embrace. A slight dis- 


course passed relative to old events; 


after which our cousin mentioned his 


purpose of engaging the commander 


of an homeward- bound merchantman 
to admit us on board, as passengers to 


Britain. My father to this returned 


his affectionate acknowledgments, and. - 


then began tenderly to expostulate on 


John's thus persevering in airy essays 


that but crossed his temen drained 88 
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his narrow $ubstance, and finally im- 


55 paired his health beyond reprieve, 


without yielding a compensation equi- 
_ valent to the Precious sacrifices he 
made. lf not in compassion for 
yourself,“ said Llewellin, presuming 
on the respect his affinity entitled him 
to for a patient hearing, think of 
your father David, whom Heaven may 


to his heart would the sight of you be 
to him, it by a continuance of what 
hath reduced you to this lamentable 
state, you wholly obliterate, by a wil- 


ful contumacy in following your pre- 


sent pursuits, all traces of your pris- 
tine form: + Though a cluster of mis- 
fortunes befell you in your childhood, 
yet your first infancy gave signs of fu. 
ture comeliness; in that lovely shape 
alone he remembers you; reflect, then, 
ion those hours when fondling at his 
knee he dwelt with delight on your 
\ 'blooniing ——” © How can I recal to 


ain wide Fes in HRT ED! ex- 
claimed Maltravers, sullenly flinging 
himself on a seat. 1 am not made to 
hear rebuke; I came not hither to stand 
a philippie on my person, but toitender 
good oſfi ses to yourself and son; there- 
fore try no mort the impressing me 
wich ag averslon to a sciente my so 


is bent on. Llowellin calmly bow ed 


a Submissive assurance that he would 
not, and then brought back the con- 
versation to durdeparture from | the 
island. Jobn said He had veason to 
imagine that the vessel he alluded 
to, if the wind perduſtted, would 
enter Douglass harbour before to- 
Morrow!''noon.”:(On taking his leave 
föreche niglit, he promised / to strain 
every exertion in- our favour, and as 
early as possible d&ſuaint us with" the 
result: of au fiterview he would cf 
trive to obtain AR che Captain. He 


retired about ng, and? my * . | 


and mY paced to natch a few daun 
. 1 Nie 3 page. Lat | 


iin 105 LITE. 
No guardian . at over 
our pillow, pourtraying in terrific 
dreams the tem pest gathering around 
. us—hblind--eredulity guarded the door | 
bb” against mistrust;; nor threw it open 
but to e us to the fangs of ruin. 


| 1360.20 JJJCFEFFFE $82 id iz .-- | 
= 1 Tlie e voices of Liew ellin 40 
| Maltravers awo me at dawn. of day. 
% Godfrey Ff E“ñQ my father, as our 
cos rightly conjectured, the mer- 
chantman anchered in Douglass har - 
bourshortly aſter he left us. John has 
succeeded in. his application to the 
ouner. We have been stirting these 
two hours. All neeeggaries are shipped 
ready for aur departure. I would not 
rouze thee / till the last moment. But 
me, we sail indess than ten minutes.“ 
en JN Mos bod: in 
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my clothes, I suffered them no longer 535 
to delay; but renderiug to my kiusman 
those thanks) he, to all seeming, 80 
richly{{merited; I accompanied them 
down tôthe eastern pier, where rode 
the filll-rigged vessel, heaving majesti- 
cally as impatient to cut the waves. 
The Captain, who was standing on one 
of the rafters; no sooner perceived us 
than he came forward to nieet Mal- 
travers. They exchanged a few words; 
and then, with salutations that I deem- 
ed somewhat useless, he acquainted 
my father that he was a merchant un 
his on firm, bound from Portugal to 


Wbitehaven; but having business to 


transact at Liverpool, he would, in 
consideration of his friendship fer 
Maltravers, stretch on and land us-at 
Bangor. Llewellin expressed his en- 
tire satisfaction, and ascended, by 
means of a' plank,” the skip's side, far 
from suspecting that, lice the Trojan 
steed, she bore in her wide flanks 


- 
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death and treacbery. John, with-pbse- 
quious condescension of brow; (Ol how- 
a.churl's courtesy is to be dreaded !) as - 
sisted me in stepping from the pier to 


the rafter; but as I turned back again 


to declare my feelings to him for the 
kind part he had taken in our con- 
cerns, I caught a look between a 
hanging grimace and a compressed 
frown, the most demonstrative of sa- 
ins exultation I ever witnessed. - x 
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" He stood on the mole waving his 
N band. till distance and the dusky at« 
mosphere enwrapt both the figure 
aud its motions from our view. MY 
father, whose mind was alternately 
depressed and elevated by looking for- 
ward to the momentous crisis his for. 
tunes were touching at, descended to 
the cabin allotted: for his accommoda: 
tion, whilst I, buoyed up by the vola- 
tile spirits of youth, joined the ma-. 
riners, putting questions to each con- 
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cerning their respective departments 
in © guiding the wondrous machine. 
At length we distinguished, gilt by 
the solar ray, the chalky cliffs of 
Albion. As we drew nearer they 
reflected back the glowing beams, 
and tinctured the surface of the 
deep, as though the waters. had been 
blended with their opposite element, 
On craving it, the Commander granted 
me leave to join the airlings that 
' perched aloft, sporting in gamesome 
frolicks. Expert at climbing, I flew 
up among the shrouds, and reached 
the extreme height of the mizen-mast. 
A prospect here presented itself that 
at once delighted and astonished me: 
before us lay expanded the beauteous 
bosom of England; now the tall cliffs 
intercepting, augmented enjoyment 
by temporary privation, and now 
opening displayed her in the sumptu-— 
ous attire of abundance and fertility. 
14 8 
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We put in at Liverpool as the 
Captain had premised: he alone went 
on shore. I, amongst others, offered 


to attend him, but he strictly forbade 


auy person whatsoever to disem bark 
during his absence. He tarried about 


nun hour, and then returned, followed 
© © by several men habited like peasants, 
 - who mixed and conversed with the 


seamen. Whilst the vessel was again 
getting under weigh, my father, wea- 
ried by so long communing with his 
Prognosticating thoughts, came upon 
deck; but on perceiving the new 
comers he would have withdrawn, yet, 
apprehensive that his sudden retreat 
might seem particular, he seated him- 
self near the stern—over which J, 
astride upon a cross beam, was ear- 
nestly engaged with a young ship- boy, 
from whom I derived more instruction, 
relative to maritime affairs, than I 
could possibly have obtained from a 
polished land pedant. 


A perfect calm reigned around; 
the sailors performed in silencettheir 
nautical; evglutions yet « frequently 
theyecastsignificantlooks towards where 
my father lay; reclined. if The distant 
chimes of a village church, Which we 
beheld on the extreme brow of an ad- 
jacent cliff, proclaimed the seventh 
hour; When an hurried exe lamation of 
defend me bent my regards down · 
wards. on Llewellin: With a counte- 
nanqe, wherein dawned a slight per- 
ception that all was not right, he 
started from his recumbent posture, 
and eried, in breathless perturbationz; 
«. Whither are we steering f“ I threw- 
at this my inquiring eyes around, and 
saw, that instead of skirting on to 
Bangor, as the Commander agreed 
with Maltravers, we had tacked about; 


and Were then under full sail nortbh- 

ward. Whither are we gteering ?“ 

said a seaman in reply“ To White. 

haven.“ Ay, added the Captain, 
" 


* 
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we are bound for Kugland. * He | 
snmiled, and in a mammer that left no 

doubt of the perfidy of his intentions. 
To England!“ reiterated my father! 
* Faithless man! Were you not to 
have set myself and son on heren in 


\ 
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Ulewellin's speech; and at "this? pre- 
_ concerted signal, those men that had 
embarked with bim at Liverpool 
rushed forward, and disarmed him. 
The inflansmatery spirit of ' Cambria's 
Prince took fire at this daring outrage 
Ide shock off the hold of those that 
detained him, and retreating; demand - 
ed of the Captain what licence autho- 
rized the commission of such a vil 
lainous breach of faith? A man, un 
furling u parchment e held in his 
hand, stept from the fest, saying, 1 
am the Chief Magistrate of the town 
b of Liverpool: the owner —of this 
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trading sloop, on his landing, repaired 
to me, and communicated. his having 
on board his vessel Llewellin Ap Grif- 
fith, a proscribed rebel to the power 
of England for the apprehension of 
whom princely bounties were offered, 
Consistent with the terms of unlimited 
submission to higher jurisdiRion, by 
which I hold my public capacity, I 

could make no demur; but was at the 
instant necessitated to embark with 
my followers: nor, in obedience to the 
instructions I have received from the 
English court, must I suffer you from 
my presence, until I resign you to the 
custody of those deputed to take charge 
of you. The prectamation, for I work 
not underhand, if it has not already 

fallen in your way, sets forth, that the 
autocracy of the Isle of Moana, lately 
annexed to England, shall be attached 
to him who shall give intelligence 

whereby you might be taken; and 

the wann. added to nn 
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pPecuniary rewards, shall belong to 
Whomsoever makes the capture.“ 
« And; will you, returned my father 
reproachfully, for the idea of the 
truth never occurred; and will 
vou, to acquire the base wages of 

N treachery, or affix to your name a | 

worthless, un productive sound, doom to 
; death, nor a lingering captivity, one 
Who would, rather than brand his con- 
science with the rendering you such a 
dishonburable offence, bless every 


—_ adailing ill?“ „ No,” exclaimed the 


other," though compelled by the na- 
ture df my office to a duty my reason 
shrinks from, I must be acquitted, at 
east, of the charge of venality.”—< Is 


tis iniquĩtous process repugnant then 


to your inclinations?” retorted Llewel- 
Lins Duty! Wa word that sanctions 
how many a crime! Oh shame to the 
man that, for gain, undertakes à trust 
to the total reprehension of his better 
ſense. Are not there other means to 
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secure a provision, but in acting in 

direct violation to the dictates of right? 
Notwithstanding you thus resolve to 
betray me to the malice offan inve - 
terate enemy, you are convinged that 
his lordly stretch over mei cannot be 
justified by the plea of legality.UIIn 
times of yore our dominions held se- 
parate interests no wanton stir of 
mine went to exasperate your King to 
the extremities he nevertheless pur- 
sued — without a shadow of plausible 
equity he broke down the mound of 
peace our last treaty had con junctively 
erected between our territories, and 
scattered woe and de vastation o'er my 
land. This was not all, he expelled 
me from my country, imprisoned my 
person, and, when Providence fa- 
voured my liberation, his pernicious 
influence ceased not to follow me 
wheresoever I fled for refuge—which 
way I turned, the goading point of 
persecution met me. Setting aside the 


302 
degree of reverence you may conceive 
_ owing to Edward as your King, I ap- 

peal to a sentiment that should possess 
- niore weight in an upright breast: 

How can you answer the abetting bis 
dishonest cruelty to your innate judg- 
ment of e and eee Pete 
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9 The Es ſigning am entire 
W- of the jet of this 
apostrephe; replied, The Lord above 
knows, I am void of sordid views ! 
Thanks alone will be my requital, and, 
perchance, when their end is won, not 
even those!“ „ W)o then,“ asked 
Llewellin, „are to build their dear- 
purchased glory on the extinction of 
my existenee?! The knighthood will . 
be adjudged to the captor, returned 
he, „ the chief in command of this 
_  8bip;- but the magnificent donation of 
the Isle of, Mona falls to the lot of him 
that caused your surprisal he, whom, 

- though I know not, I, and exexy unpre- 


judiced wind. must ever contemn hg 


that revealed your quality to this man; 
—he whom, under the mask of good- 

fellowship; derbyed you on board by 
the delusive story concerted bet wixt 


bim andi the Captaine“e Ves: 
plied the other, «the 427212 of reπ]1]ew 


apart, I am wholly ignorant of what 
personal animosity prompted. him to 


the (Aigcovery of A Prize, WhieW will 


prove the richest freight I have met 


with many a year” JVittle did d en 


pect that, by putting in at Douglas for 
water last night, I should have been 


creited a Sir on my return toEriglatid; 
22:but $61 it” is thanks te that. Manx 


rg e mnt yagarae MEN it Hot 
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These last words struck vhorþ Lle- 


wellin's! senScs/liks a'lbolt f thunder. 
Rage, scorn, and indign fierceness, all 
evaporated in! one  heart-sent groan. The 


unruly flood of life rubhed back ap. 
palled, i mne loan from which it 


1 


_ flowed: his limbs failed, he fell on the 


edge of the vessel, and sunk: his head 
on his folded arms. The men were 
abbut togeize him by the mantle; but 
the beneyvolent, yet subservient ma- 
gigtrate, venerating the effusions of 


grief, made them keep a enn dis- 
tan ce. gi v 4 1 
OF fia Dod een eise 


ies Wü with horror and afſright, on 
hearing from my young companion 


that e were then off W hitehaven, and 


would, in a few hours, disembark, 1 
sprung down. from my seat, and 
clasped my hands about my. father's 
neck. His tears, for he wept, scarce 
fell from their conduit than they 
were dried in by the fever of his 


blood, which: burnt in scarlet on his 


cheek. He still, kept his position, 
faintly murmuring, “ This is indeed 
y retribution !—Baliol | thou art re- 
venged.“ Then softly said, God- 
frey, certain ruin awaits me from the 
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fat of the obdurate Edward : the only 
way to disappoint his expectations of a 
glorious triumph is to anticipate the 
stroke by one act of heroism, If I can 
sever my immortal part and this cor- 
poreal substance the tenor of the pro- 


clamation is made null, and I set the 5 


malign insolence of the despot at de - 
fiance. /'Say, wilt thou unite with me 
in death?“ «© Ay,” I whispered— 
„ together let us wing our flight to 
Heaven and my mother. But how?” 
« I will shew thee.” Thus saying, he 
rose, and encircling me with a stead- 


fast grasp, plunged headlong in, over- 
whelming us in the world of waters. 


Buoyed up by our cloaths, we rose 


immediately, and would have been in- 


evitably discovered to the crew, but 
that a condensed mist and the shades 
of night sat on the bosom of the deep. 
Unaccustomed to the element, my fa- 
ther's senses quickly fleeted away; but 
I, retaining in perfection both faculties 
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and vigour, clasped in strong hold the 
senseless Llewellin, and swam swiftly 
towards the shore, directed by a light 
1 had observed when on board, and 
which the ship-boy had informed me 
shone from the casement of a fisher. 
man's hut. The distance was much 
farther than I had imagined; yet in 
proportion as the strength of my body 
decreased the ardour of my soul grew 
stronger. The surf and waves, driven 


back with foaming violence by the 


scattered rocks dispersed around the 
coast, met me in resistance, and we 
exchanged warring blows: thy furious 
wrestler at length subdued me. Totally 
disabled from further striking out, I 
was near sinking, when we were both 
washed on a bank of sand. 


© Suspence for my father's life gave 
way to fervent ejaculations to God 
for having thus miraculously preserved 
us: but though snatched from the 
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perils of the sen, as yet we were still 


within its precincts; for it was a small 
ridge of stones, considerably remote 
from the beach, whereon the whitened 


billows“ had thrown us, and great 
might be the dangers in the inter- 


vening space: yet Llewellin proposed 
to brave them all, in preference to the 
hazard of being seen by the ship's 
crew on returning day; and we were 
about again to commit ourselves to the 
waves, when my father suddenly drew 
me back, and clapping his hand to my 


lips, said, in an under tone, Hush! 


list!“ 1 did, and distinctly heard 
voices approach. Astonisbed at this 
zeeming impossibility, for the fragment 
of land whereon we stood was situated 
at least a hundred yards from the beach, 

and an equal distance from the ship, 
we could not divine from whence they 
proceeded : but our doubts were 8pee- 


dily turned into certainty. A boat 


filled with mariners and 'others, as ue 
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conjectured dispatched from the ves. 
sel, passed close by. But though the 
roaring of the rising storm prevented 
. our distinguishing further, we; were 
not ignorant of their destination. Tbey 
remained full two hours, and then re; 
turned by the same track, hailing 
those on board with shouts, that all 
hopes were at an end, * that we had 
perizhed. val A181 | 


2 Having he 3 the risk of 
again falling into their hands, pur- 
suant to our first design we quitted 
terra firma, and after a swim of a few 
minutes, directed by the humble pharos 
that still glimmered through the fog, 
we landed on a large pebbly beach. 

Wholly unacquainted with this part of 
the country, yet Llewellin determined 
not to run the chance of being exposed 
to the inhabitants ↄf the neighbouring 
villages by tarrying ſor the rays of a 
| clouded moon, op the light of return · 
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ing morn, to guide us on our way, 


we climbed the cliff, and traversed 


several spacious fields, covered with 
total obscurity. As crossing a com- 


mon, over which lay the road we had 


fallen into, running seuthward, we 


Dread of pursuit and urgent necessity 
started the precaution — my father 
seized a horse by its flowing mane, 
and calling on me to lay hold of jano- 
then, we mounted, and rode at full 


speed across an immense tract of coun - 


try, often stopped in our rapid progress 
by the intervention of hedges, walls, 
buildings, and rivers: but the happy 
presages that filled Llewellinꝰs imagina· 


tin at this providential escape from 


bondage surmounted every  obstacle; 
and, after an unceasingilride of many 
haurs, Ve reached Denbigh. re- 
vious to gur entering ither town we 
alighted, leaving dur captured steeds 


to tread their way back, aided only by 
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instin&. - Denbigh Castle was then in 


the hold of Earl Vilgomer, a feigned 
ally of Edward's, but in reality nu loyal 


partizan of my father's,” To him Lle. 


wellin flew: for $uccour and advice, 
and received in return a reception that 
suff dient ly evioed the truth of his for. 
mer eee the nation 's rightful 
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8 „Through its aa zealous, 


and vigilant exertions, in a few days 
the Welch Barons, true to themselves 
and their voluntary-given oath. of 
ſealty, assembled at Denbigh; with 
tribes of their staunch adherents, and, 
in thæasbhort la pse of a week, the whole 
country was in arms, prepared to sup- 


port the renewed pretensions of their 


loved Llewellingi and renonnde the 
galling. ditinn of aspiring England. 
K mong the! firstiito pay their homage 
to my father was Balsamas. His fai- 
lure in meeting us at the Isle of Mona; 
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according to his promise, We now 
were given to understand was occa- 
sioned by his having been apprehended 
on the same day that he had dispatehed 
his messenger to Italy, and confined 


since then in Monmouth Castle oπ2¾ 


charge of sorcery. The erimeg how- 


ever, having not been s&bstatitiated 


by warrantable evidence,” they were 
bound to release him from durance; 
and on the intelligence of Llewellin's 
return and hostile intentions towards 
the/ English usurper, he had directly 
set off for Denbigh, to chace away 
whatever scruples might remain in the 
Prince's mind as to his fidelity in the 
Cambrian cause, by an aſh Ms ho- 
nest relation 1. GE at 


" 


0 „This bodein ene 1 his 
place in Llewellin's confidence by 


yielding to every airy suggestion the 


other threwout. With affected auste- 


rity he imposed awe on those around; 
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and whilst his out ward form bes poke the 
holy seer, he was yet, in heart a very 
worldling. England now had learned 
the unwelcome tidings of the Welch 
revolt; and war was formally declared 
between the puissant powers. Balsamas, 
had, we; conquered, might, indeed, 
withi modesty, have claimed a moiety 
of the glory; but, as the event turned 
out, the discomfiture of our hopes was 
partly imputable to him; for his was 
the actuating breath that incited us to 
extremities. The night before the 
battle, in a convened assembly of the 
Barons, as moved with the enthusiasm 
of the British prophet, extending one 
= hand to Heaven, and placing the other 
on Llewellin's brow, he cried, © Mer- 
lin's prophecy shall be yet fulfilled; for 

ere yon moon hath filled her orb, this 
head shall pass through London streets, 
wee a radiant diadem.“ 
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CHAP. X. 

6 
, THE PROPHECY FULFILLED, 
, ; | 
YM © YOU both are undoubtedly acquaint- 
ed with the particulars that preceded 
the menacing defiance, as also the fatal 
WW result of the many disastrous engage- 
J ments between the Welch and English 

e 


forces; yet you may be inclined to 
know what did I in these desperate 
conflicts. The plea of lacking will and 
capacity might have furnished me with 
an excuse for refusing to enact a part 
in the sanguinary scene; but Llewellin 
diving into my thoughts, nobly spared 
me the cruel task of withdrawing from 
his banner, and of himself rejected 
what he was persuaded would never be 
offered from the heart; yet his pride 
VOL, 1. 8 
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not suffering him to leave such a blot 
upon his name, he directed me to acqui. 
esce in what he was resolute to give out; 
and therefore, enjoining secrecy on 
Balsamas, I was presented to the Barons 
as an orphan youth he had taken to his 
protection. The point was delicate, 
and would not admit of discussion. 
Dreadful as I had judged a warring 
strife to be between man and man, yet 
you may in part gather my conception 
of it from a circumstance, the childish 
simplicity of which may exact a smile 
perhaps of contemptuous surprize. 
Whilst adverse preparations were car- 
Tying on, I invariably turned my mind 
on how I might convert Denbigh Castle, 
which Vilgomer had relinquished to 
my father's service, into a sanctuary, 
where those whose wounds disabled 
them from defence, and compelled 
them to quit the field, sbould experi- 
ence the pain- alleviating aid of physical 
applications and salutary cordials. 
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This, in despite of every persuasion 


to the contrary, I effected, and trusted 


in a chosen group of the neighbouring 


peasantry, to convey to the Castle, in- 


discriminately, all those that fell, re- 
taining life. But demonstration came 
full home to me, for, in the first few 
hours, more were brought than I ex- 
pected to have received during the 
hole continuance of the bloody parlies. 
The conviction of the folly of my un- 
dertaking could not deter me from 


persevering in the arduous enterprize; 


and on perceiving that droves of maim- 
ed subjects were hourly conveyed to 
my new framed hospital, I dispatched 
to every quarter of the principality a 


summons, inviting all those that pro- 
fessed surgery to repair to Denbigh; 
adding to my citation the efficacious 


attraction of considerable immunities. 


Their arrival, for many came; afforded 
me a grateful relief; and the evening 
preceding the attack that was thought 
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would prove a final stroke between the 
contenders, and settle the fate of Wales, 
I quitted the Castle, for the first time, 


to enjoy a few minutes relaxation from 
the afflicting duties J had imposed on 


myself. The unremitting anxiety and 
restless watching that tortured my 
frame whilst attending the miserable 
sufferers, produced a sudden but total 
revolution in the course of my health, 
and here I first felt what were the pains, 


though e slight, of sickness. Designing 


to walk towards the suburbs of Den- 
bigh, I passed the town, and struck 
into a narrow defile that led to the 


small hamlet of Garron; but as I mused 


on, scarce looking three feet before 
me, ] stumbled on the body of a sol- 
dier that lay across my path. I ex- 
amined it; it had long been dead. 


Fearful lest this lane might bring me 
to the field of battle, I took to the 


right; but on distinguishing the stand- 
ards that marked the out-skirts of the 
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Welch camp, I quickly retreated, and 
pursued my former bent, down the 
turfy road, which suddenly breaking off, 


presented to my view a prospet—Oh, 


God! I had fallen but for the support of 
the lance I had just before taken from the 
clenched hand of the life-bereft warrior. 


This was the scene of that day's battle. 
As I beheld the high piled masses of . 


human bodies, examined now the 
youthful, and now the aged features of 


those that were thus untimely consign- 


ed to manure the earth; (for he that is 
deprived forcibly of existence, even at 


the term of eighty, may be said, with- 


out impropriety, to get his death pre- 
maturely, since, had he not been vio- 


lently cut off, he might have seen ten 


summers more;) when I beheld limbs 
separated from the mangled trunks, 
and they all gashed and hacked by the 


unrelenting steel of the harder adver- 
8ary; when I saw the fount of being 


loosed from its channels, now blood. 
03 


4 | 
q 


E 


n 


|” 


318 : LLEWELLIN. f 


ing the ground in stagnating rivers, 
sending infectious vapours to the air, 
and congealing into suhstance, cement 
the slayed and murderer; in observ- 
ing life struggling still to hold its seat 
in flesh bruised and buried beneath 
structures of mortality, raised by two 
fanatic architects; when I marked the 
piercing sighs of many who, weltering 
in anguish, tore and bit with outrage. 
ous phrenzy his adjoining fellow, that 
lay panting with excess of torment, 
and now groaned forth in bitter accu- 
sations his agonized soul; as I mourned 
over these slaughtered victims to am- 
bitious ire, a stronger sentiment than 
filial affection kindled within me, and 
made me wish that we had both been 
enchained in the watery abyss, ere we 
retouched lad, to be the wasteful de - 
stroyer of our species, and the flagrant 
scourge of thousands left to lament 
this disastrous æra. 
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Grieved and deeply deploring my 
father's reprehensible blindness, I re- 
turned to Denbigh ; but as I approach- 
ed the Castle, which was situated at a 
distance from the town, methought I 
distinguished tumultuous movements 
and the loud clang of arms. My soul 
sunk within me; yet I quickened my 
pace, and was presently met by seve- 
ral of the guards that had been sta- 
tioned to defend the fortress, who ran 
breathlezs towards me, with looks and 
mail disordered, all striving which 
should speak first; it was long ere I 
understood, that shortly after my de- 
parture, a strong detachment of the 
enemy, having taken the advantage of 
the Welch army mar ching to the spot 
destined for the next day's combat, 
had surprized the Castle of Denbigh, 
and plundered it throughout; that the 
ferocious band of freebooters had even 
burst into the chambers of the invalids, 
and had there committed every species 
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of atrocious barbarity; and that at 
this instant they were ranging, with 
uncontrouled licence, over the suits 
of rooms, fleshing their swords in 
carnage. - ER 


Each of these worthy soldiers de- 
zired me to stop and attend to the 
relation according to his own observa. 
tion of the particulars of the massacre 
then spreading with the utmost fury; 
but as I already fully comprehended 
the extension of this unforseen mis - 
chance, I motioned for silence, and, 
ordering them to face, I took a weapon 
from one of the foremost, and made 
towards the Castle, constraining all 
those I encountered flying from it to 
return straightway back with me. 
Having mustered a sufficient force, we 
entered the gates leading to the first 
court; shouts and piteous moans as- 
sailed our ears; we rushed up the great 
staircase, which, together with the gal- 
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laries and upper hall, was strewed with 
fresh made carcasses, and stained by 
streams of new-spilt blood. The beds 
and other accommodations allotted to 
the poor maimed patients were de- 
serted, and ruinously pillaged; the fur. 
niture and trappings being rent to 
fragments, and scattered in a confusion 
that augmented the horrors of this pic- 
ture, displaying every species of wild 
and inhuman desolation. Whilst cros- 
sing an anti- chamber leading to the 
regal chambers, a host of murderous 
des peradoes sallied out, and withsavage 
flerceness fell upon our numbers, cast. 
ing at random, strokes, that by the 
execution they made, proved them- 
selves worthy of the hand that dealt 
them. I bore up, and after an attack, 
brief as it was sanguinary, wherein my 
maiden arm laid three breathless, and 
scored many with crimson stripes, we 
succeeded in dispersing the crew, and 
opening a passage to the apartment 
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where we had left those that had been 


pronounced in a state of convalescence 


enjoying each other's converse, and be- 


guiling their heavy hours by reciprocal 
endearments and consolation. - 

| C 'Unable to rise and shun the death 
that menaced them in the leoks of the 


homicides that stood before them, 
sprinkling around large drops of blood 


by brandishing their thrice-dyed blades; | 


the unhappy victims sunk aghast, im- 


ploring pity, by eyes and supplicat- 
ing gestures.* Vain would have been 
their prayers but for our tively. ap-; 


pearance. A man in shape, a,fend in 


cruelty, like the Gallic Brennus, grasp- 
ed by the throat a trembling invalid, 
and dashing him on the floor, would, 


 haye, forfeited,” all; claim to, Heaven's 


mercy, by accomplishing his intent of 
digging out with his rapier's point the 


bes eeching eyes of the helpless veteran, 
but for the timely inter position of a 
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zudden blow that laid him senseless. A 
secondscuffle ensued, yet Heaven abetted 
our cause, and not an enemy quitted the 
fortress with life. The victory won, 
and premises searched for any lurking 
miscreant intruders, I had the terrified 


patients conveyed to the infirmary, AN 


and then retired to take a few moments 
breathing time. But ah! what a re- 
volution had taken place within me in 
the space of a few hours! I was no 
longer the same, my senses were be- 
wildered in a maze of doubt, every fa- 
culty bound as by a spell, and though 
self- acquitted of even the shadow of 
guilt, and convinced that I had fought 
on a righteous ground, yet I trembled 
with awe, and looked back with regret 
at the moment when my hands were 
innocent of shedding blood. Three 
Spirits, I sorrow'ully mused, this arm 
hath detached from mortality! Waere 
are they now - hoOm before ? If u hat 
the received doctrine says be was per. 
0 6 
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haps. the irrevocable doom of ever- 
lasting punishment is now pronoun- 
cing on them; had they lived but one 

second longer, the sentence might have 
been, Come to the enjoyment of 
eternal bliss;” but if the former now 
thunders from the throne of Omnipo. 
tence, how hell rends her fiery concave 
with bursts of exultation ! and ah! how 
sweet · pity ing Heaven bewails! all above 
that hear the irreversible malediction 
weep drops of commiseration. Affect. 
ed by this thought, I addressed a prayer 
to the celestial judicature, and thus re- 
mained entranced in inanity till the 
Sudden recollection of my not having 
heard, as customary, tidings of that 
morn's battle between the contending 
powers, brought forboding dismay. 

At the instant of my rising to seek the 

Lieutenant on duty at the ramparts, 
the door was rudely thrown open by a 
soldier; he advanced not beyond the 
threshold, but, raising his arms, he 
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heaved a groan that shook my every 
joint, and fell prostrate on his face, 
A concourse of his brethren, with bro- 


ken mails all drenched in gore, crowd- 


ed in, exclaiming, ** Wales is lost 
Llewellin is taken!” To where?” I 


demanded. *« Chester, was the reply. 


A fleet horse was brought, and 
alone I rode full speed to join my fa- 
ther. Arrived at Chester, I darted 


through the town, enquiring of those! 


met where were Edward and Llewellin. 


The King,” said they, is at the 
Mayor's house, but the Welch Prince 


will shortly turn yon corner, and pass 


under escort to the Brent Gate, on his 


way to London.” I went to the spot 


to which they pointed, and dismount- 


ing, stood behind a projecting wall, in 
wait to sever the barrier of his guards, 
or meet my death from their prevent. 


ing weapons. Although I could not 


see down the street up which they 
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were bringing him, yet I guessed the 
nearness of his approach by th&shoats 
of British soldiers that ran before, hail- 
ing him with every ignominiousepithet. 
At length the procession turned the 
angle, I dropt my horse's reins, and 
sprung from concealment. - 


Oh, Merlin! Oh, Balsamas! ye 
inspired fanatics, boast of the fulfil- 
ment of your prediction, yet bemoan 
the form wherein your prophecy was 
 accomplished! A warrior, in the centre 
of a formidable band, poised in the air 
a head raised upon a spear, crowned 
with an ivy wreath, entwined with gold 
and sparkling sapphires, the eyes were 
shut in death; life and that dear globe 
had lan g 8 separated. 14 00 


A c ELIE Edward! if how were in 
my nature, much thy memory deser vest 
it from me; thou, that, by thy detest- 

able thirst for aggrandizement in po- 
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tency, caused the extirpation of my 
kindred, the murder of my country- 
men! But oh, tho homicide! the act 
that followed my uncle David's death, 
who. was privately assassinated by thy 
order, make all thy various crimes, in 
comparison to that, appear guiltless! 
In cool blood, when no provocation, 
by rebellion or otherwise, of the sub- 
dued Welch excited bim to it, after 
long and mature deliberation, this san- 
guinary tyraut, lest that l ymning the 
heroic atchieyements of their illustri- 
ous ancestors should infuse into the 
enslaved Cambrians a wish again to 
struggle in an attempt to fling off the 
chains of England, directed, through: 
out the principality, the whole tribe of 
those , unoffending, those venerated, 
those pious solitaries, entitled e 1 
wem rngs ak! 1610-5. tem 41 


; «Scarce did he rest fon ottling the 
Welch/turmoils than William Wallace 
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rose in revolt, and rallied round his 
standard Hamilton Rothsay, Andrew 


Lenox, and other Caledonian patriots. 
Hapless Wallace -worthy a more au- 
spicious fate! This gallant chieftain 


laid in earth, dreadfully coercive were 


the measures taken to enforce subjec- 


tion on both the conquered nations. A 


list of marked names was published, 


offering munificent returns to any that 
brought in a proscribed person The 
times of Sylia were comparatively le- 
nient. Domiciliary visits were en- 
couraged. Death was inflicted with- 
out a hearing; and all Britain was co- 
vered with soldiery, chasing the Welch 
and Scottish fugitives to destruction. 


Assured that none knew the tokens 


of my birth excepting Lord Monmouth 


and young Norman O'Connor, and 
relying on their supposition that I had 
fallen in the numerous skirmishes be- 
_ tween Edward and my father; I became 
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amenable to the Divine will, which ap- 
parently ordained that Wales should 
bow beneath the English yoke ; yet, to 
avoid the rage of persecution, having 
adjusted my affairs at Denbigh, I re- 
treated for a while to Flanders; from 
whence, after a lon sojo urnment in 
different parts of Europe, I removed to 
the most remote part in the north of Ire- 
land. Although by Llewellin's death I 
was now assumptive heir to the Cam: 
brian sovereignty, yet, as it was not to 
beattained without the profuseslaughter 
of my species, creating a field of havoc, 

in horror equal to, or belike surpassing, 
that I had contemplated at Denbigh, 
banished every stimulating idea blown 
into my yet unripened mind by the 
fiends of strife, which excited me to 
turn the loyalty of my "countrymen to 
their own ruin ; but the sure extermi- 
nator of every irregular, narrow, and 
obtruding thought was the image of 
the sainted Eleanor. Oh, how beyond 
measure was my forbearance overba · 
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lanced by the cheering reflection, that 
the Almighty, and consequently my 
angelic mother, smiled approbation on 
* cap? Genes nas ot 


100 «Till now 1. had chebes my imagi. 
nation in its wanderings towards Prince 
John, and it was by mere accident! 
learned, that on the rumour of his 
royal kinsman having been put to 
death, never waiting to inform himself 
of the particulars, he quitted the Isle 
of Mona. The lapse of time, and other 
concurrent incidents, led him into the 
delusion that the English Commander 
to whom he betrayed: Llewellin, had 
actually delivered his captive into the 
bands of bis enemies, and from this 
supposition concluded that the Welch 
Prince had thus met his doom. Flushed 
Vith diabolical joy, and anticipating 
the aulic dignities with which he was 
speedily to be invested, under his fic- 
titious name of Maltravers, he repaired 
tothe British. Court, to challenge the 
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reward of his! treachery. ;- but he re- 


ceived a requital justly proportioned to 


his deserts, ſor having; wasted months 
in ineessant appeais to those in office, 
lying open to the derision and con- 
tempt! of those he applied to, they at 
length, to be freed. from the claimant 


and his importunity, condescended 


clearly to explain the circumstances 


attending Llewellin's death, whereby 
John's pretensions were totally base- 


less, as the noble victim under went not 


capture, but perished on the gels * 
dane. 52 hie ni babe : 
, ! 1} ' 

0 Convineedof,whes 5 had win; * 


oft from others, but to which he turned 


deaf whilst a ray of hope promised him 
success, and mortified at understand- 


ing that the prize he coveted was con- 


ferred on the conqueror of the isle, Earl 
Montacute, he fled the kingdom iu 
disg ust, deſeated in all bis expectations 
of possessing the treasdre, to gain 


which he had staked so deep. 
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wife, and five children; each, 'to the 
extent of their several abilities, contri - 


agriculture, he ever proved a valuable 
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But suffer me to recal you attention 


from Maltravers to myself. I had not 


long resided on my small estate, situ- 
ated within four miles east of Lifford, 
in the county of Donnegal, when this 
secluded abode became agreeably en- 
livened by the arrival of a native from 


the south, who had purchased a com- 


modious tenement near mine. This 
honest Hibernian, intrinsically virtu- 

ous, and in manners primitive and in- 
offensive, joined to arduous labour a 
gay and cheerful serenity of comport- 


ment, that blended the idea of Adam 


after and before his fall. Carrol Orr's 
family consisted of an aged father, a 


buted their aid towards the general 
support. Skilled above compare in 


acquisition wherever he fixed his resi. 


dence; his own manual exertions had 
as yet 5 _ from e Fo below 
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comparative affluence ; he at this time 
owned seven and thirty acres of mea- 
dow and tillage land, most part of 
which he had himself rescued from 


Lough Silline. Our dwellings lying 


contiguous, as the courtly forms of 
ceremony were here unknown or dis- 
regarded, we commenced an intimacy, 


which produced mutual advantages, 


himself or his sons doing little offices 
for me in my grounds, and I in return 
assisting them in theirs. Lucius, Orr's 


elder boy, I particularly associated 


with, he being nearly of my own age, 
and of a congenial temper with myself; 
but fate, that wove the band of friend- 
ship around our hearts, was by time 
commanded to enrich her texture with 
the brighter charms of consanguinity. 
As the intellectual and exterior beau- 
ties of his fair, his gentle - 8is- 
ter, expanded to the view, they en- 
trapt my preference, from the opinion 
that both these endowments nearly re- 
sembled my mother's perfections. 
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© In my selection of a consort I con. 
sulted more the ordinances of God 
than the laws of man. Much as youth 
and grace of person are to be prized, I 
was not to be caught by either; I con. 
idered not the gratification of the pre. 
sent moment, nor my immediate hap. 
piness, but looked forward to the pro. 
spe& of Heaven granting me issue, 
and reflected that their happiness, years 

to come, might depend upon my pre- 
sent choice. For the tuition of my 
male offspring l would myself dare to 
answer, but the female would wholly 
devolve to the mother's direction; and 
hat the mother is, such will be the 
child, if - reared beneath her in- 
structions. Many were the minds [ 
studied, and where 1 beheld the faint- 
est tincture of defect, although the 
person shone in the full glare of youtb, 
wealth, and beauty (for my birth ae 
me a claim to the most exalted), 1 
turned away, say ing, the seeds of pride, 
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effrontery, indolence, or irreligion 
that lay here, may shoot to blossoms 
in the minds of my future children. 
AtdJength judgment made me fix on 
the humble Edmunda; nor did it err: 


whilst at every new discovered virtue 


ed with the idea that it would yet be in 
the possession of my female progeny, 


1 invoked the Almighty to endue me 


with grace, that I might be an equal 
blessing to my sons, and then, said J, 
instead of pointing out the path of 
right to them, and straying in other 
courses ourselves, wc will be their 


guides, we will smooth the way before 


them: their hands, locked in ours, ne. 
ver will we forsake them, till death on 
our side, or reason on theirs, deprive 
us of our sacred charge. 
| 1 
Edmunda, in demeanor, was mild 
and attractive, her temper calm as the 


western breeze, and her voice soft and 
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| harmonious as the silver throat vight: 
ingale. Ah, howeswift the blissful 
hours fled! The day of our union ! 
considered as a gem; the ringlet of 
pure happiness glided round unim- 
peded, till meeting again the radiant 
jewel; the periods of | Joy and woe were 
thus incorporated. Yes, Edmunda 
resigned her breath before even she 
beheld the darling of her expectations, 
The iniant's act of launching into life 
dismissed its mother to peace eternal. 


© Recovered from this heart-wound- 
ing stroke, my cares were then wholly 
centered in my son, on whom his 
_ grandfather betowed his own name of 
Carrol. But this is a sacred theme, and 
must not be dwelt on.“ 


Here Stratton paused, Lancaster 
averted his countenance, and I bent 
my eyes upon the ground. Our narra- 


tor, recovering his fortitude, relieved 


us by continuing. 
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« Nothing further of any importance 
can I bring to memory during my 
stay in Ireland, exclusive of an adven- 
ture that took place a few weeks after 
Edmunda's departure. It was a win- 
ter's evening : I had compleated all my 
self appointed duties, and was amusing 
myself in reading, by the light of the 
fire, Bede's account of Ireland. This, 
however, was thwarted, from the fre. 
quent interruptions given by Albina, 
who sat near me, fondling on her lap 
my infant boy. Albina once could 
boast a son— rich in the graces of vir. 
tue and of nature. Scarce had he 
reached the bloom of manhood when 
the hand of power forced him from 
the tranquil scenes of rural life and 
the arms of his widowed parent, to 
join the hostile bands then raising 
throughout Britain, to act against the 
Gallic Phillip, on the plains of Courtray, 
The enterprize proved most success- 
ſul; Douay, Lisle, and Bruges having 
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yielded to his arms ; but the youth and 
hundreds more were numbered among 
the slain. True, Albina lost a son; but 
then by his death she gained the muni. 
ficent donation of thrice three nobles, 
awarded by the magnificent Lord Jus. 
tice of the Isle and other opulent in. 
dividuals, to those whom the late glo- 
rious events had widowed and made 
motherless. On her young sister Ed. 
munda's death, she affectionately took 
charge of my child, and lavished on 
it, from morn till eve, the endearing 
caresses of an anxious nurse. Now 
whilst uncloathing it, preparatory to 
laying it in its little bed, shestill called 
me from my lecture to mark the colour 
of young Carrol's eyes—then to stroke 
the velvet of his cheek, and note the 
smiling dimples round his lips. On 
the point of extending my arms to 
take the laughing babe, a busy rush- 
ing to and fro, past the casement, 
excited our wonder to learn how it was 
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occasioned. Albina, with the weak. 
ness of her sex, attributed it to a visit 
from the Banshee, or some such su- 
pernatural guest. I rather conjectured 
that it was the airy flitting of the 
eagle or the osprey ; but to ascertain 
the' truth, -having prevailed on my 


sister to retire with the child to an ad- 


joining room, I opened the door and 


listened—I distinguished footstep 


they advanced, and incontinently se- 
veral armed men, dressed in a uni— 


form, forced their way in, enquiring 


had a man concealed himself with me? 
but waving the reply, they proceeded 
to search my habitation, which they 
did with more considerable vio- 
lence than was requisite, Having 


'overturned every article that came in 
their way, soiled the white floor with 


their clayey shoes, and paraded with 
gigantic strides throughout the cabin, 
they darted off with eagle-speed, voct- 
terating imprecations on the cul prit for 
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this fool's chase he had led them.— 
I saw them depart, and closed the 
door with heart-sent prayers. that he 
might escape their fangs; but in- 
tending, when I had allayed Albina's 
terrors, to walk forth, as in likelihood 
I might prove of service to him they 
were in pursuit of. A gentle tapping 
at the door, to which, at first, I paid 
no heed, being repeated, I lifted the 
latch ; at the sill stood the figure of a 
man. The fire being immediately 
fronting the entrance, and the wood 
then blazing bright, although my face 
was hid in obscurity, yet the flames 
cast a glare of light on his, and I re. 
cognized, in those of the poor unhappy 
fugitive, - the features of Norman 
O'Connor. From the date of our 
parting at Dunblaine, 1 had harboured 
some degree of resentment against a 
man who, inflexible in irascibility, 

had used me in a manner so unwar- 

rantably inhuman: The excess of af. 
fection for his foster parent, I con- 
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ceived, he had carried too far, when it 
taught him to act contrary to every 
principle of equity and reason. But 
now that he fled to me for refuge from 
the ravenous vultures of wrath—now 
that he sought shelter beneath the eves 
of my dwelling, my heart expanded 
in a full bound of gratitude to him 
for his generous notice of me when in 
nearly a similar predicament; and I 
fondly wished, in the ardency of sur- 
prize, that my voice had had the power 
to convert the defenceless hut into an 
impregnable bulwark, and that my- 
self, like the Poly pus, could have in- 
creased into ten thousand, to concen- 
trate round and shield him from harm. 


ay "You see d you, said he on 

entering, * a luckless follower of the 

Scottish Wallace. Whilst that thy 

peaceful cottage underwent violation, 

I lay hid behind yon hay-stacks. As 

wy pursuers have already searched this 
P 3 | 
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spot, and probably will not return, 
. may 1 crave the extension of your be. 
nevolence in granting me an asylum, 
until J judge that I can, with _"— 
1 on my Py bY: 


« Oh Norman v. ”— I, _ | 
affected by contemplating this sad re. 
verse, © welcome! thrice welcome! 
With my life I will guard you—su- 
premely blest that Heaven awards me 
an opportunity of shewing the estima · 
tion I have held you in since first we 
met. Do you forget me—no remem- - 
brance of the Cambrian peasant God- 
frey ? „ Godfrey!“ / exclaimed he, 
«..Llewellin's son?“ He wrenched 
open his doublet, almost suffocated by 
contending emotions. Oh Godfrey, 
in me you behold the very sport of 
Fortune! Driven from the country 
that nurtured me, I ranked beneath 
Wallace' auspices—all ran way ward— 
and see me now a wretched outcast, 
persecuted and forlorn.” 
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r= Brothers in calamity, I answered, 
let us unite in friendship—be re- 
gardless to the future call of arms— 
smile at the fantastic pomp of great - 
ness — be proudly humble depend 
but on yourself come, Norman, and 
dwell with me.” “ With you!” he 


eried; „“ with the son of Baliol's ene.. 


my ? Baliol, beloved whilst living, 
now gone, | adored—the worshipped 


idol of my honoured sire— No, no, it 


will not be- Oh, Llewellin, thy uxori- 
ous frailty hath entailed misery even 
on me, for my soul clings to you, 
Godfrey I respect, I love you; but 
by the crownet of the Virgin Mother, 
never will I draw a ban upon my head 


by committing this worst of perju- 


ries.“ He stopt, his voice faltered, joy 
mantled in his eyes. One hope re- 
mains,“ continued he. These were 
Baliol's words an hour previous to 


his death: — Norman, said he, thou 


hast hitherto rigidly observed the 
P 4 
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solemn engagement which, since child. 
hood, thou hast annually renewed in 
all the consecrated forms attending a 
religious promise. Here then I do re- 
voke part of my restriction, and re. 
lease thee wholly from it, if thou 
avengest, by thy arm, my wrongs in 
- 8ingle combat. Seek out young God- 

frey—regard him as his father's proxy 
so thou art mine. If he has valour 
sufficient to espouse Llewellin's cause, 
fight thou as inspired by the mighty 
. Spirit of Roderick. It was not given 
to me to redress my injuries ; there- 
fore be thou heir to them—$hed Lle- 
wellin's blood through Godfrey's veins 
— then, if separated by the olive bear- 
ing herald, after no boyish tilt, thou 
still retainest life, that instant thou 

art absolved from thy vow, and are at 
liberty to court the amity of thy former 
favourite. Let thy speech then,” added 
Norman, be divested of all insinu- 
ating arguments, and answer me—do 
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you accept the terms will you abide a 
trial by the sword?“ „ Never,” [ 
replied. © These words to thee but 
ser ve to exemplify the frivolous and 
trifling texture of Baliol's mind. Nor- 
man, If such are the conditions where- 
on the inestimable fabric is to be raised, 
we must rest in despair of ever a re- 
conciliation taking place; for I will 
not causelessly draw blood from ano- 
ther, or wantonly spill my own.” Ere 
I concluded the sentence, Norman 
was gone. I again shut to the door; 
but that simple act gave me the most 
poignant distress, for it segmed an. eter 
nal Separation from him. 


Restored to reflection, the pride 
af uprighteousness swelled my breast 
against him for his contumelious bigo. 
try of treatment, and I drove away all 
suggestions that placed his conduct in 
a favourable light; and yet, thought 
I, he that, maugre his personal __ 
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and his judgment, can thus persist in 
this obstinacy of rancour against him 
whom he considers he is constrained to 
hate, from a sacred adherence to the 
words exacdted from him by Baliol, his 
protector and his King, how steady, 
how invaluable must be his good- will! 
how above price his esteem ! This, 
» which 1 to this moment have never 
been able to obtain, you, Lancaster 
and Cornwall, both enjoy ; but trifle 
not with that which, once lost, can never 
be recovercd. O'Connor has conceived 
a partiality for you, and will prove a 
rock of faithz of which yourselves alone 
can sap the foundation. 


— 
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CHAP. XI. 


ARRAZRZzZ 


SALISBURY PLAIN. 


AN act of general amnesty shortly 


after enticed me to England, and I 


bade farewell to Orr and his re- 


spected family. After considering 
where I should make my future resi- 
dence, I determined on Hampshire, 
within a few miles of the city of Win- 
chester. I might, without incurring 
danger, have repaired to Wales; but 
contemning local affect ion, and as the 


fertile excellencies of the county of 


Hants had attractive charms superior 

to ideal pleasure — there, in an unin- 

habited dell, near the entrance of old 

D'Spencer's park, I fixed my station, 

somewhat more initiated in the forms 
P 6 
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of society than when I took possession 
of a quince- tree for my castle. | 


c] purchased a small tract of land 
from the owner, Earl Winchester, on 
which I raised a cottage, from the mo- 


del of that built by Gyraldus, in the 


vale of Lawdir, and with assiduous ap. 
plication set about cultivating my 
garden, and in time brought it to the 
state you saw it. The. venerable 
| D'Spencer, when strolling round the 
domains, frequently visited my im- 
 provements, and spent many hours 
either in discourse with me, attending 
to the instructions I gave my son, or 
watching the progress of my pencil 
when employed in painting: but the 
entablatures adorning the Gothic tem- 
ple in the palm-grove no eyes have 
seen but thine : the personages they 
represented would not bear the scru- 
tiny of any one ignorant of the fore- 
going circumstances of my life. 
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Here it was I designed and exe- 
cuted the ſigure of my father; his li- 
neaments were indelibly impressed on 
my memory, and I had but to trans- 


pose them to the marble. The atti- - 


tude was taken from a period of the 


battle between the Welch and English 
forces, which I myself witnessed from 


the battlements of Denbigh Fort. He 
ad long been personally engaged in 
a desperate encounter with Edward, 
when, on his sword, the only weapon 
he retained, being struck from his 


hand, he stood defenceless, and at the 


mercy of his adversary. In ex pecta- 
tion of the mortal stroke, he, half re- 
cumbent, drew his mantle of Tyrian 
tint, which he wore over his mail as a 
badge of royalty, around his head. 


Were a bard to have exercised his ge- 


nius in a description of this conflict he 


would have introduced a beneficent 


Deity arresting the impending stroke, 
or have snatched the favourite hero 
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from his fate by the intervention of 
an impervious cloud. Whilst Edward, 
-with uplifted arm, menaced and re- 
tarded the blow, his vision wandering 
to seek a portal in my father's armour, 
where his point might enter with ef- 
fect, a body of Cambrian soldiers 
poured between, horsed, and led Lle. 
wellin off triumphant. 


Ly Settled i in peace and uninterrupted 
tranquillity, to the utmost stretch of 
my desires, my thoughts wandered to 
the necessities of the poorer class of 
my fellow-citizens; and ambitious of 
establishing a colony around me, I 
built six small cottages resembling 
my own, to each of which I allot- 
ted certain useful utensils and imple. 
ments for tillage; twelve perches of 
land; whose only culturer as yet had 
been nature, and a proportionate quan» 
| tity of seeds and grain. 
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My range of hives erected, it was 
now my point to select from many roof- 
less swarms those of proved industry, 
and whom I adjudged worthy to found 
a community. To my satisfaction this 


| compleated; my tenements being 


shortly filled by six indigent labourers, 
hose family consisted of not less than 
five children. 


From increasing years and manual 
toil my person underwent a rapid and 
total change. I heard from report that 
Maltravers had been seen haunting our 
parts, yet I felt no kind of apprehen- 
sion as to his ever recognizing me, 
though one glance of him could never 
be obliterated from the wounded or- 
gan. Several casual. interviews con- 
firmed me in security. We met, 
talked on a variety of uninteresting 
topics, during which he negligently 
questioned me on the properties of the 
air and soil in the county of Hants, 
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By this I comprehended that he still 
persevered in his mysterious studies. 
The abhorrence with which I regarded 
him at first, from the recollection of 
his unparalleled and impious attempt 
towin the Isle of Mona, gradualiy wore 
off, and conceiving that I might chance 
to awaken compunction in a mind ren- 
dered callous, perhaps, through de- 
spair, I seldom failed, when accident 
brought us together, to wind our con- 
versation to the point leading to an ad- 
miration of the Godhead and his works; 
but dogmatical scepticisms and pro- 
fane ebullitions of confirmed doubt as 
to the very existence of the Deity, ge- 
nerally ending in envenomed blasphe- 
mies, made me, after many fruitless 
essays to effect this salutary purpose, 
shun him, as an indispensible duty ! 
owed myself. It was not long before 
he perceived the change, and an in- 
veterate detestation rankled in his 
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heart against me, which the following 
event served to heighten, 


As I had perem ptorily refused again 
to hold communion with him, he sent 
a message by the child of a tenant, de- 
sirous to know whether I would suffer 
him to rent the fourth cottage from 
my own, this being then unoccupied. 
My having promised it to an indigent 
labourer, who had petitioned for the 
first vacancy in my little village, and 
who was expected to arrive the 8ubse- 
quent day, furnished me with an ex- 
cuse to colour a rejection I was de- 
termined on making, should he have 
hazarded the demand; resolving, if in 
my power to prevent it, not to admit 
among our harmless community a man 
that would infallibly corrupt, by asso- 
ciation, the now untainted minds of 
my rustic brethren, infect the morals 
of the rising youth by his vicious and 
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dissolute example, and in the end ba. 
nish that cheerful complacency that at 
present smiled throughout the hamlet. 
I dismissed the boy, with the assurance 
that it was engaged, and driving the 
image of Maltravers from my thoughts, 


applied to the oecupation I had been 


on previous to the child's entrance. 


Carrol was seated on the threshold 
of the door, mending, by slips of twine, 
à fruit net, which the moment before 
he had amused himself by rending in 
shreds. On a sudden, without any ap- 
parent cause, he was dashed forcibly 
against the stone. The earth shook— 
the roof above rocked as by a Samson's 
tug—and a loud crash, like thunder, 
echoed athwart the air. Imagining 
that the concussion was occasioned by 
the launching of a bolt from the cloud. 
spread firmament, I snatched the 
stricken child in my arms, and went 
forth to ascertain from the tongues of 
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others to what was to be imputed an 


explosion the most violent * * ever 
remarked. 


The neee was da im- 
pregnated with sulphur, a- pillar of 
smoak of the blackest hue, driven by 
the wind, enveloped the space around, 
My friends, with their wives and chil- 
dren, ran towards me in crouds, ex» 


claiming, « Thunder ! Thunder!“ 1 
disengaged myself from their hold, and 


walked towards the spot where the 
mist looked most condense; there I 
beheld the richly adorned cottage 1 had 


some hours back denied to the suit of 


Maltravers, reduced to a heap of burn - 
ing ruins. I stood aghast; but think 
how my distress was augmented by the 
hearing that all the other tenements 


were more or less injured, I thought 


on Maltravers, but no;—* Nature,” 
said I, ä in one of her convulsive pangs 
hath done this, far beyond the widest 
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stretch of human art to accomplish.“ 
To this instant I can place the pheno- 
menon to no other cause than that it 
was a tremendous emitting of the in- 
flammatory air, and combustible par- 
ticles, wrought to deflagration in the 
hollow Tecesses of the earth. . 


© The fire extinguished, the cottagers 
applies to the removing the ruins, and 
examined what remained yet entire, 
that it might serve towards erecting a 
new building. The samè evening, 
Verrel, the name of the husbandman 
to whom the plantation had been al- 
lotted, arrived, accompanied by his 
young and penurious family. They 
were informed of the disastrous cala- 
* mity that had befallen their rural man- 
sion; but though afflicted and astonish- 
ed, they did not suffer; through the 
kindness of their worthy neighbours 
their habitation was speedily rebuilt. 
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Affairs calling me into Wiltshire, 
I committted Carrol to the protection 


ol Lord Winchester, at the instance of 


both, and took horse for Salisbury. As 
crossing the plain, led by curiosity, I 
struck out of my way to view the Druid 
Pile, those monuments of antiquity 
that offer endless speculation to the 


inquisitive traveller. On approaching 


the gigantic bullies, methought I saw 
the shadow of some moving substance 
beside one of the tranverse stones; it 
was a horse grazing, and at some dis- 


tance, pounding between, two level 
flints a composition of earth and bitu- 


men, sat Maltravers, on a grassy bur- 
row; he looked up, started, and sprung 
upon his feet. Hal” cried he, what 
brings Stratton hither ? have,you been 
seeking me? what, want you? am I a 
sainted prophet to call down fire from 


heaven? are there not earthquakes that. 


have operated with the same effect?“ 
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made no reply, but rode on, musing 
upon these words that, methought, 
were the irrepressi ble flow of a polluted 
conscience. Why should he suppose I 
taxed him with being the author of an 
accident solely to be attributed to Na. 
ture; for though he might have de. 
stroyed the house by simple conflagra- 
tion, something more than the effect 
of mortal power occasioned a concus- 
sion, that not only made the earth 
heave, but shook the prodigious edifice 
of Winchester Castle. Earthquakes 
are invariably preceded by unusual se. 
renity of season; this period, on the 
contrary, was tempestuous, and at 
times threatened a perfect hurricane. 


I had proceeded many paces heedless 
of my route, and on recalling my re- 
flections from Maltravers to my per. 
sonal concerns, I perceived that I had 
gone totally astray. I had lost sight 
of the spire of Salisbury Cathedral, my 
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only guide to Sarum; the sun, my usual 


director, had withdrawn behind an im- 


penetrable curtain, and whichsoever 


way I looked, all was one uniform 


waste. Somewhat alarmed, I quickened 
my horse's pace, in expectation of dis- 
covering a beacon; but on hearing 
steps behind me, I stopped—it was 
Maltravers. If you are for Shafts- 
bury,” said he, I am going thither, 


and will accompany you.” No, I re- 
plied, I was going towards Old Sarum, 


So am 1,” rejoined he, then giving a 
severe goad to his steed, he sprung on 
before me. This palpable contradiction 
passed then unobserved, for I was bent 


on how 1 should extricate myself from 


my unpleasant situation; but without 


much hesitation, concluding it was ex- 


pedient, though I shrunk from Maltra- 


vers's society, to follow and keep him. 
in view, rather than be left all night 
on this desolate trackless void, that 


afforded not a bush nor shrub, and on 
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which the deus were fast descendin g. 
trod the print of his courser's feet, 
and reached Old Sarum without further 
impediment. 


On my entering the town it ap. 
peared to wear the face of doubt and 
consternation. I inquired, and was 
given to understand, that the Earl of 
Lancaster, thy father, Montford, had 
been assassinated by a venal hireling 
in Clenville wood. The only com- 
ment I made was, that I hoped the 
perpetrator might be brought to jus- 
tice. The sorrow I might feel for the 
untimely end of any man, I mangled 
not by unnecessary words. The busi- 
ness that brought me to Salisbury 
transacted, I was returning the subse- 
quent noon to Winchester.- I had in- 
timated to any brethren that I should 
be back the same day, but the incle- 
mency of the weather obliged me to 
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protrat my journey. As passing the 


Saxon gate, to my utter astonishment 
I was forcibly detained by numerous 
tribes of people, who, armed with 


whatever weappns came. first to hand, 
had assembled, loyally officious to en - 
force the pains against suspected ho- 
micides. Significantly nodding, and 


clamorously communicating their sus- 


picions to each other, they led me be- 
fore the Chief Magistrate, who, ac- 
cording to the customary rules, exa- 
mined me as to the murder of the Earl 
of Lancaster. f Ie 


© So feeble, slight, heinous, and 
wretched did this charge at once ap- 
pear, that it scarce moved me to aught 
but amazement, fully persuaded they 


would quickly see their error, and re- 


lease me from confinement : but on 
the surly and morose vice-regent as- 


suming a more authoritative degree of 
severity, and sternly taxing me witk 
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scornful effrontery, for which it lay 
at his option to throw me into durance 
until a regular trial came on, I de. 
manded what had given rise to the ca. 
lumniating mistake, and who was the 
forger of this accusation ? „ See if 
that man is gone, said the sapient 
judge to the by·standers— . if he is, fol. 
low, and bring him hither: let him be 
confronted with the prisoner,”. 


A A few minutes elapsed in silence, 
and, on a signal from without, an- 
swered by one within, Maltravers en- 
tered, guarded by the men that had 
been dispatched in search of him. My 

emotions at sight of this everlasting 
flagitious scourge were a confirmation 
of my guilt to those attending, and 
the Magistrate commanded that both 
the accused and the criminal should be 
confined until the funeral rites of Lord 
Lancaster's interment were over, and 
that then we should be carried before 
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the young Lord Montford, residing 


with Sir Alfred Fitzarthur, at Clen- 
ville Palace. This order was rigo- 
rously adhered to; we were removed 


separately to the town-prison, and when 
fifteen days had expired, I was haled, 


a degraded culprit ! before you. Your 
easy acquittal of me, and the clearing” 
my name from the foul aspersions 
thrown on it, I ascribed to your hav- 
ing indisputable proofs of my inno- 
cence, by being acquainted with the 
real assassin, though from reasons of 
propriety you chose to conceal it. 


From Clenville I went straight to 
Winchester. My plantation there dis- 
played a scene of inex pressible woe 
that endeared me to myself beyond 
what I had ever felt before. The wo- 
men I found dissolved in tears —the 
children, neglectful of their avocations 
or their pastimes, importuning, with 


tender solicitude, their mothers on 
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what kept me so long away: the men 
and their sons, alarmed at my tarry- 
ing, for I had expressly mentioned, 
with Heaven's permission, my being 
home that evening, had quitted Min- 
chester, and gone different routes, to 
learn hat had thus retarded me, They 
came back to their dwellings, to im- 
part comfort to those they had leſt be- 
hind;-but with bosoms sad and discon- 
solate, some having gained no intelli · 
gence, and others the fatal tale that I 
lad been apprehended on a charge of 
intentional murder: but on again be- 
Folding me, and understanding that I 
stood cleared and immaculate, rapture 
was n ingled with the expressions of 
wrath they denounced against Maltra- 
vers; for I hid not from them the 
contriver of the base indignity I had 
met with, 


Nou, my friends, IJdraw near to a 
conclusion of this chequered narrative. 


. 
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Think you our tapers will keep hog ad 
with the remainder ?“ 


Lancaster pressed him to continue; 
and I trimmed the light. 

The incident I am now about to 
relate, resumed Stratton, happened 
a short time previous to your honour- 
ing my rustic hovel, ere you departed 
for Kenilworth. The weather was ex- 

cessively sultry; we had been under 
cover the preceding part of the day, 
and towards the decline of the burning 
orb Carrol and myself, clad in thin 
light doublets and hose, sauntered to 
the banks of a narrow river, at the up- 
per end of which was a mill-dam. The 
machine being then at work, it at- 
tracted the notice of the child, and at 
his intreaty we made up to it, I was 
explaining to him the utility of the in- 
vention of the mill and mechanism of 
| the ponderous wheel, that whirled 
| 03 


366 
with unceasing violence, dashing the 
sable water into whiteness, when Car - 
rol, far from attending to my instrue- 

tions, after a steadfast look, interrupted 
me by asking. How was yon person 

engaged ? I cast my eyes on the op- 
posite bank: there, sheathing a barge 
with plates of copper, steod a man 
meanly dressed. The court appertain- 
ing to the house was strewed with 
planks, iron implements, boats and 
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pPinnaces in every stage, whole trees 


cut down, and large piles of timber. 
Carrol wished to be nearer, that he 
might be able to observe him work, 
and I offered; as there was no fording 
the water, to go round to where the 
_ 8treamlet lost itself in earth, and bring 
him to the industrious artizan. To 
this he objected, pleading the over- 
powering warmth and the fatigue he 
bad already undergone. He then 
threw himself on the grass, and whilst 


__ matisfying+his draught with the leaves 


=, 
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of sorrel, he watched attentively the 


motions of the barge-builder, who 
having finished sheathing that he was 
upon, advanced to the verge of the 
rivulet, and laid hold of a rope that 


fastened together several planks of 
the fir - tree left on the water to sea- 
son. With an agile spring he leaped 


upon that next him, and taking a 


pole shod with iron, strove to drive 


the raft to the margin, designing to 
moor it to a stake driven into the 
ground; but the current proving ra- 
pid, and owing to the beams being 


loosed too soon; his strength and dex- 


terity were ineffectual: the ponderous 


jogs being now divested of all stay, 


floated down the current, and presented 
the dreadful pros pect of his being sucxed 


into the vortex of the mill-dam. He 


saw the full extent of his danger, and 


as the raft broke down the railing 


placed to divide the river from the dam, 


he hastily let go the pole, and leaped 
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from the beams: but in the hurry at- 
tending the action he fell short of land 
his head struck against a corner of 
the planks—and now, insensible to pe- 
ril, he lay prepared for the mangling 
death when Providence sent me to 
his rescue. With the rapidity of a fly- 
ing dart, I crossed the water, snatched 
a 8lender cord he had detached from 
the raft, and passed it round the trunk 
of a tree that grew near the edge 
then twisting with a firm hold the, two 
ends round my hand, I plunged in, 
and as sinking into the yawning gulph, 
there inevitably to be crushed to atoms, 
I caught him by the hair, tore him 
from the liquid grave, and, by means 
of the rope I still held with a steadſast 
grasp, succeeded in regaining land. 


„Carrol, who had swam to the op. 
posite bank, joined us, and assisted 
me in recovering him. The blow he 
received on his temple had stunned 
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him; but the stupefaction lasted not 
long. On comprehending, from a faint 
recollection of his imminent peril on 
his senses fleeting, that he owed his 
safety to my exertions, in the animated 


language of a grateful heart he poured 
forth profuse, but sincere acknowledg - 


ments. At his request I conducted 
him to his house, which on entering he 
summoned strength and spirits to re- 
ceive us in his quality of an obliging 
host. He re-kindled the fire by the 
addition of peat and faggots, and then, 
omitting the discouraging mode of ask- 
ing, would we change our hahits ? he 
brought, undemanded, several articles 
of apparel, and laying them to air on 
the back of a triple railing, he lifted 
Carrol on his knee, and began strip- 
ping him of his wet cloaths. 


6 moved to fresh bathing from my 
earliest infancy, I had not the smallest 
tear of any inconvenience arising from 
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the unexpected Immersion, and declined 
shifting my dress. With more chagrin 
than I conceived the circumstance de- 
manded he tendered me a doublet, with 
urgent entreaties to accept his offer; 


\- but I peremptorily waved all the argu- 


ments my new acquaintance kindly ad- 
vanced to win me over; for, besides 
my eertainty that the bath would be 
followed by no ill effects, J had, as be- 
Fore mentioned, on account of the ex- 
treme heat, thrown. on nothing but a 


"6 light vest and trowsers. On unclasp. 


ing the former, I dreaded lest that this 
man, to whom I was a total stranger, 
might, by catching the slightest glance 
of the scarlet letters near my throat, 
form conclusions that ultimately might 
2 both unpleasant and hazardous. 

He again repeated his apprehensions of 
the evil consequences that might at- 
tend the sudden transition I had ex pe- 

-rienced from heat to cold; but I smiled 
. a positive denial, and sauntered to a 


1 
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table, on which stood a model of a 
barge, n ne in beech. 
wood. [#4] 


„The indignation and amazement 


that a moment after attacked me must 


be left to your conception. These sen- 
_ 8ations were produced by an act of in- 
temperance as wild as irreverent, and 
until a full discovery took place, I 
could assign no cause but that it was a 
hasty fit of periodical frenzy. My 
host came behind where I stood, and 
darting his hand over my shoulder, 
opened, with a forcible wrest, the up- 
per part of my doublet. I faced him, 
with impressions of auger and astonish- 
ment atongly depicted: in my counte- 
nance; but the sight of his repressed 
the words falling from my lips. 


Though Heaven itself thus con- 
p pires, cried he, © toexorcise- between 
us the airy phantom of amity; * oh! 

| os 
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Baliol ! my father, and dearest ne 
factor! — blister me with plagues! tear 
my limbs to atoms! dash disappoint- 
ment in every cup of hope! obtain a 

charter to inflict on me store of curses! 
if 1 am perjured to thee — erase from 
mental tablets thy last behests — or 
swerve a hair's breadth from what I 
owe thy honoured memory! - God» 
' frey, you see no longer a whining 
boy, or capitulating loquacious young- 
ster—you now meet Norman O Con- 
nor, Who, with added years, can boast 

a firmness of fortitude never to be un- 
dermined. * 

2 Fond man!” returned I; for till 
now I knew him not, the remembrance 
of his features being faded with me, as 
mine were with him dost thou join 
recriminations to thy professions of 
in variable hatred? It is now many a 
year since the dearly expiated trans- 
gression was committed: increasing 
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age should bring with it an Werne of 


wisdom, and not an obdurate cont u- 
macy in error. Think for thyself— 
drive away this wilful perversity of 
prejudice shake off the shackles im- 


posed on thee by one whom the bitter 


sense of undeserved ingratitude urged 
to load the offender with every oblo- 


quy ; but it was indefensible in him to 


take vantage of thy dawning spring 
and tender inexperience to deliver thee 
over to be the sport of a passion thou 
wouldst be the first in another to con- 
demn. Reject not the proferred me- 
diation of Heaven, that has thrice sent 
me to thy assistance. Think that he 
ho bid thee hold me in abhorrence 
was a man whose innate sense of jus- 
tice lay heavily clogged by the frailties 
of mortality: but now, if thou re- 
gardest him as a Saint enthroned above, 
believe that he scatters absolution on 
thy laudable breach of promise. Oh, 


Norman! I have in some wise studied 
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human nature: thou canst not deceive 
me. At this moment thou art burn. 
ing with desire to fraterbize; but the 

deæmons of false zeal and delusive ho- 

nour withhold thee manifesting it. Be 

_ liberally noble, abjure this scrupulous 

superstition that holds thee thus in 

trammels, and emerge from this 

cloud, of vain glorious affectation that 

now englooms the native radiance of 
thy virtues.” 


3 


8 Wenden HS "ory aj but I 
pr” his thoughts. Hold!“ conti- 
nued I—< repeat not the challenge to 
combat; for to that I ever will be deaf. 
Here is my hand — take it; and let the 
outward acceptation be a mutual 
change of unceasing friendship.“ — 
Would you think it? No- more fa- 
12 eile would have been the task to stay 
2 the globe in its diurnal cirquit than to 
soften the rugged stubbornness of Nor- 

man's soul, now hardened to impene- 
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trability by time and worldly cares.— 
Half. bending his knee, he exclaimed, 
« By the beatified shades of Baliol and 
Mecherdech! my spirit shall be as dis- 
joined from thine as fire is from water!“ 
c Then fare you well, Norman!“ I 
replied ! J can argue with a being 
possessed of faculties capable of hear- 
ing and advancing reasons: but I never 
could cope with an unraly frenetic. 
Adieu !—Should you outlive me, you 
may repent this cruel return to the 
many pacific overtures my regard for 
you hath prompted me to make.” 


I took my affrighted child by the 


> hand, and repaired to our hamlet. at 
Winchester; from whence I never 
- strayed since this last encounter with 

Norman, until summoned by the news ö 
of the siege of Kenilworth, Aﬀeted KB 
) by the moving. lamentations of the .v 
aged Brownlow, who lamented his be- | 


a loved Vincent; and depending (with 
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trability by time and worldly cares.—- 


Half. bending his knee, he exclaimed, 
« By the beatified shades of Baliol and 
Mecherdech! my spirit shall be as dis- 
joined from thine as fire is from water!“ 
c Then fare you well, Norman!“ I 
replied “ J can argue with a being 


possessed of faculties capable of hear- 
ing and advancing reasons: but I never 


could cope with an unruly frenetic. 


Adieu !—Should you outlive me, you 


may repent this cruel return to the 
many pacific overtures my regard for 
you hath prompted me to make.” 


* I took my affrighted child by the 
hand, and repaired to our hamlet. at 


strayed since this last encounter with 
Norman, until summoned by the news 


of the siege of Kenilworth, Affected 


by the moving lamentations of the 
aged Brownlow, who lamented his be- 


loved Vincent; and depending (with 


Winchester; from whence I never 
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more presumption, I grant, than war- 
ranted in any other motive, a prospe- 
rous turn) on my presence and warm- 
est efforts being effeftual to impede 
the progress of the battle, I departed 
for the scene of conflict. I had thrown 
on a suit of mail which formerly ap- 
pertained to my father, baving first 
despoiled it of those ornaments and 
devices that marked it Cambrian and 
Aulic. Unable to gain entrance into 
the Castle, as you already know, 
1 climbed the eastern battlements, 


and 


Our tapers sunk in darkness we 
were resolved not to adjourn until 
Stratton had concluded; but now rose, 
for it was late, and wishing Lancaster 
the enjoyment of undisturbed repose, 
we groped our way to the aperture. A 
few words passed between Stratton 
and myself, when we separated for the 
night. ls a iN 
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I Vill not presume to offer tardy and 


useless remarks on the foregoing nar- 


rative; but leave you, Chaucer, to form 
your unbiassed opinion of Stratton, 
founded on the sketch you have before 
you. Yet be not too precipitate—he 
reached his century. Can you bear 
with me until I translate him from this 
world? If so, suspend your decision, and 
then muse a requiem to his memory. 

The following evening David came 
with his chess- board; but to my un- 
feigned relief he tarried not beyond 
the ninth hour: for, on the second and 
third games running to his detriment, 
he refused further play, alledging, as 
apology, that in his accustomary sleep 
after dinner that day he dreamed much 
of an ol, a bird to him ever threaten- 
ing way ward luck and ill- fortune. 


When I judged that the bigotted 
simpleton had sunk in rest, I took our 
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s cended by the trap. I gave the signal 
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quantum of wax-tapers, and rejoined 


ond i 118 797% 8 


£ With HY shew of . he ac - 


quainted me that about noon he had 


distinguished several voices in Lancas- 
ter's room, accompanied by a confused 
noise and rapid rushing of feet to and 
fro, since which uninterrupted stillness 
had reigned. On hearing this my 
heart, presaging that all was not right, 
sunk within me. I had not courage to 


form a reply; but taking the lamp, 1 


beckoned to Stratton to follow, and de- 


at the flooring of Lancaster's room; 


but no answer being returned, we slid 


the impacted board, and ascended.— 
Our prognostics were confirmed: no 
Montſord enriched the dreary space 
all frowned, deserted, enipty, and for- 
Jorn : the fire was extinguished— the 
furniture rudely renversed; but the 


dcors were firmly barricadoed. The 
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only suggestion that could possibly 


occur to me was, his having been pri- 
vately executed; and Stratton's answer 
seemed rather calculated to calm the 
despondency of my mind than an as- 
sertion that conveyed self. satisfaction: 
—this was a Supposition that Mont- 


ford had been taken to another hold, . 


for reasons best known to the keepers; 
and that he might in time be removed 
back. Be it as it may,” said he, I 
would advise an immediate parting, 


lest that we should also receive a cita- 


tion. Rally your fortitude: be pre- 


pared for whatsoever may happen: 


place confidence in the Director of all, 
and repine not at his decrees; tor how- 
soever great our trials, it is vanity and 
presumption to think them unjust.“ 


The ensuing night, through the case- 
ment, was sent to me a treasure J 
nearly despaired of ever again receiv» 
ing. These were the words ;— 
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This hasty scrawl from your faith- 


ful Norman is but to release you from 


the suspence you may be in as to the 
fate of Lord Lancaster. Yesterday he 
was arraigned before his peers. Many 


and various are the charges drawn in 


array against him. He is remanded to 


the custody of the ser jeant · at · arms, and. 


the trial is expected to be concluded 
to-morrow. Persons of all denomina- 
tions, and from every part of the king. 


dom, are flocking hither to be present 


at the issue of this awful cause. Your 
anxiety will be great to know the re- 


sult; and I mean not to close this 


until I communicate further particu- 
lars on my return from the judicatory 
hall, Their Highnesses both sit in 
judgment :—not a Baron in the coun- 
try but has challenged places to wit- 
ness the proceedings carried on against 
the first in temporal superiority in the 
realm. I go now to the Court—it is 
already met. Do not despair : formid- 
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able as are the accusations, the King, 
as it is said, still regards Lancaster 
with partiality. Peace to thee, Lord 
Cornwall! Rely on Providence.” - 


How did this consoling picture make 
more black the sad reverse! & {+ 


« Oh; Cornwall! Did I bid thee 
hope ?—Banish it. Trust no more in 
Providence—Providence forsakes thee. 
Thy friend dies ere sun-rise, and thy 
next greeting will be——” 


I read no more—wild trepidation 
shook my every nerve: my glazed 
eyes could no longer distinguish cha- 
racters; yet did I force myself to per- 
severe, and resumed the dire scrawl. 


“The Court met at noon. Their 
Highnesses were enthroned; and Lord 
Leicester presided as High Steward. 


Among the variety of suborned wit- 
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nesses were the Earls Mortimer and 
Suffolk; but not one stepped forward 
in favour of the devoted prisoner. 
The evidences deposed their respective 
allegations. Mortimer, in conclusion 
of an harangue of some length, said, 
« How can the Earl's intentions be 
construed into any other sense than 
that he harboured sinister designs 
against the person of his Sovereign, 
when he is convicted of having been 
taken with arms in his hands?“ 
« Ha!” replied Lancaster“ I yield 
with arms in my hands!-—No, proud 
Lord] my faulchion shivered on thy 
crest ere I swooned through loss of 
blood.” Instead of a soldier,“ re- 
torted Mortimer, by thy rare talent 
of quibble thou mightest be mistaken 
for a man of law.” Leicester put an 
end to this offensive raillery, by de- 
claring levity ill corresponded with the 
solemnity attached to a convocation of 
the nobles on a trial of life and death. 
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At length the irrevocable: word was 
pronounced, and Guilty! resounded 
from tongue to tongue. A gloomy 
silence succeeded the sentence of de- 
collation. Then Edward“ Lancas- 
ter, said he; ©, thou hast undergone a 
fair and impartial trial, and stand be- 
fore us now a criminal; yet though, 
from the predilection we have had to 
thee from thy greenest youth, weextend 


our clemency, and bid thee live. We 


must be upon our guard against any 
subsequent traitorous machinations; 
and therefore, for a time, thou must 
submit to exile.” „No! my Liege,” 
returned the indignant Montford—“ 1 
reject mercy on such terms. Tender 
to me a pardon unlimited, or take my 
forfeited life.” His Highness paused : 
—the next sentence might have been 
fraught with clemency; when his royal 
mate — that malign harpy, Isabel, 
choaked the spring of kindness, by an 


exclamation of wonder, that the dar- 
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ing culprit was suffered to insult his 
King, by aiming at concessions and 
proposing terms, after his doom had 
passed. Montford, irritated by the 
palpable malevolence of her observa- 
tion, cried, «© Oh, Lady! off with the 
dove from thy milk-white sceptre, and 
perch on it a symbol of thyself—an 
hyzna.” Away with the insolent 
ruffi an * thundered Mortimer“ he 
forfeits all claim to his Sovereign's 
mercy. Bear him to the northern plat- 
form: by sun set there he will find 
the block prepared.” Their Highnesses 
rose: Lord Leicester broke his staff; 
and the Court dissolved. The train 
bands of London have been called to 
attend; but it. being contrary to their 
_ oath at embodying, they have refused. 
The forces have in consequence been 
recalled from their station on the coast 
of Kent. The place of execution, 
which is removed to the great square, 
_ _ within twenty paces of the gallery 
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wherein thy apartments are situated, 
are now lined by triple rows of sol- 
diers, and the Tower of London exe- 


cutioner is called on to enact the tra. 


gedy. Oh, Montford! thou art given 
over to inevitable death! —not all the 
combined powers on earth can save 


thee.” 


The paper fell from my hold; aud 
sat in a state of insensibility, until 
awakened by the hoarse croak of Da- 
vid's gutteral sounds. Pursuant to 
his nocturnal usage, he had entered, 
unnoticed by me, and was now seated 
at the table, with the chess- men spread 
in form before him. I waved my hand 
ſor him to leave me; but this not being 
treated with the smallest attention, a 
blast of rage equal in fury to the hur- 
ricanes of Nigritia, scorched my brain, 
I started from the bed, and seizing the 
chess board, with an uncurbed arm 
hurled it to the door. His peculiar le- |. 
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thargic habit precluded a shew of 
much amaze at this act; yet, on the 
reflection that my intellects might be 
regulated by the lunar system, he 
quietly departed. In an agony not to 
be described, I traversed my chamber 
with trembling limbs, having nothing 
before me but the prospect of speedy 
death or endless misery. Montford, 
the dear companion of my juvenile 
days, cut off in the virent spring of 
life—torn from his friends and rela- 
tives—every brilliant expectation that 
gilded his illustrious birth now dashed 
with infamy ! 


My distracting soliloquies were in- 
terrupted by the cautious remove of 
the sliding plank, and the sight of 
Stratton. I could not articulate an ex- 
planation; but held to him Norman's 
letter, and again paced the chamber. 
He read it: then laying the paper be- 
side him, he gently dropped his head 
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on his folded arms, silently to over. 


come the shock that had fallen on him 


like a thunder- stroke. A stifled cough 
not far distant rouzed us from inerti- 
tude, and recalled our faculties to 
play. I ran, and listened at the door, 
whilst Stratton in haste tried to regain 
his room. He had hold of the rope, and 
was about to spring adown the open- 
ing; but instantly desisted, and dre. 
back, saying, in a low voice, We 
are betrayed - our communication is 


again discovered; for some one ap- 
proaches by the subterraneous corri · 


dor.“ Scarce was his speech given 
than a fluttering appeared at the month 
of the trap: but what a transition our 


emotions took, when we dee tha 


it was Norman! 


« The court of blood,” cried he, is 
thronged : Lancaster has not an hour 


to breathe. Say, would it be a con- 


solation to see him ere he dies ? Strat- 
R 2 


27 


ton gave his voice, against the proposi- 
tion, as only tending to imbitter Mont. 
ſord's last moments., But not so with | 
me: I implored Norman to procure 
for me one more but one fleeting 
look of my honoured friend. Lou 
shall do more than look, replied he 
Voll shall exchange words: but be 
not tardy; even now he may be sigh- 
ing his recommendatory prayers.— 
þÞ Vould have directly followed him; 
but Stratton stayed me. We know 
not, Cornwall, said he, but that this 
may be our farewel interview. To- 
K morrow our fate may be decided. Let 
us ad minister to each other, and 
commit our ethereal essence to him 
that gave it being. Take this wine 
break the bread- commune with me. 


The sacrament over, with tremu— 
lous anxiety on my part, and meek re- 

- signation on his, we followed Norman's 
 steps—Norman, the truly generous 


— 
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Norman, who sunk the private animo- 
sity he bore to Stratton, when it mili- 
tated against his plan of conferring on 
Lancaster and myself a blessing that, 
without his interfering aid, we never 
—_— have n W $2243 Nun 


"in ane l ignorunt 
of the secret junction between the 
chambers, and concluding that on his 
prisoner being removed, no further 
charge, as to the security of the doors, 
was apparently requisite, had thrown 
them open. By this means Norman had 
gained admittance to us, and we were 
thus favoured in the design I nm 
yet dreaded to fulfil. 


To the W of a wide gallery, 
where was a small postern, Norman 
conducted us. Look, said he, thro? 
that iron - grated wicket, and behold the 
spot whereon Lancaster is to suffer.“ 
Around the extensive amphitheatre 
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were seated a concourse of the nobles, 
poor Montford's friends and judges 
_ mingled. From right to left; in a se- 
mieircle, were arranged innumerable 
ranks of the soldiery, divided into dis. 
tinct battalions: and far behind, on a 
rising ground, stood hundreds of idle, 
exulting, or grieved spectators. The 
platform of green sod, fronting the 
door behind which Nor man had placed 
us, sustained the block: near it stood 
the ecclesiastics, the body. yeomen, 
and at the feet of the executioner, Who 
now examined and now shouldered his 
implement of dissolution, lay the sable 
coffin, awaiting an early tenant. The 
royal group advanced—the ' benches 
for the Barons filled—and his High- 
ness, with looks of sullen dejection and 
awful dignity, ascended the temporary 
throne; for it had been considered an 
indispensible act of policy still to hold 
the people by the charm of supersti- 
tion, lest that the fancy should have 


' 
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come across them to testify, in a sum - 
mary mode, symptoms of attachment 
to the heroic sufferer: but when the 
Lord's anointed authorized the deed- 
by his holy presence, who would have 
hazarded the profanation of breathing a 
murmur against the sanctified decision? 


Hark he comes !' said Norman 
List! this door is but ajar. Watch 
your moment—be resolute, but not 
rash.“ The stifled drums beat—the 
choaked clarionet sounded—and a so- 
lemn train glimmered from afar. With 
measured paces and downcast looks the 
sable group advanced, surrounding 
the condemned. Arrived on the plat- 
form, he took a transient survey of the 
illustrious assemblage — then knelt, 
and clasped his arms athwart his-breast. 
His prayers were as concise as fervent. 
He again rose, and would have ad- 
dressed the multitude promiscuously; 
but Mortimer, Chief Iman of the sa- 
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crifice, by a motion of his a caused 
the trumpets to sound an alarm that 
drowned what he thought would have 
been the pleading voice of supplica- 
tion. Montford, after many fruitless 
attempts, threw off his outward gar - 
ment, and suffered the churchmen to 
bare his throat, whilst that the execu- 
tioner felt the edge of the murdering 
t 7 | 


© Now !? exclaimed Norman. At 
the signal we drew open the portal, 
and rushed forwards on the platform. 
I threw myself on Lancaster's neck in 
speechless anguish. Stratton and Nor- 
man knelt on either side, and grasping 
each a hand, bedewed and _— 
them with manly tears of frien ship 


and sensibility. 


* 


An ene tumult ensued. The 
commonalty, ever swayed by caprice, 
ever eager to follow where another 
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leads quickly irritated, and as speedily 
intimidated—now seemed bent on af 
fording us their help to oppose the 
legislative power: but Edward, dart- 
ing a frown of perturbation and dis- 
pleasure, commanded his purchased 
Slaves to tear us asunder. They obeyed, 
and held us, each encompassed by: a se- 
parate band. The executioner, at the 
mandate of Mortimer, began his duty : 
he twisted his fingers in Monttord's 
hair, bent him to the block; then, 
placing his foot on the shoulder of his 
victim, raised high his arm, and with 
one blow severed the head from the 
bah n voi to e eee e ee 
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"CHAP. XIL | 
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THE: Hinten SENTINELS, 


Wav ned I lavich oaks to e 
the excess of hopeless affliction this 

last event brought, that sapped the 
structure of my health, and display ed 
itself in a total subversion of every in- 
tellectual faculty. Long it was ere the 
former, assisted by youth, constitu- 
tion, and Rodolpho's regulations, gra- 
_ dually returned to its pristine state, 
but for the restoration of my intelle&ts 
I was indebted to Stratton, who, from 
the difference of age, and being less 
acquainted with our lost friend than 
myself, or gifted with an innate he- 
roism that made him regard what were 
to others irremediable calamities with 
the calm eye of stoicism, was much 
less affected than me, Our appearance 
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in the Castle court at Lancaster's ex- 
ecution opened a wide field of suspi- 
cion as to the fidelity of the subalterns 
placed over us; yet as none of the 
apartments in the fortress suited 80 
well a temporary convenience, for our 
trial was expected shortly to com- 
mence, they again delivered us in 
charge to our former officers, but with 
the addition of a double file of soldiers, 
placed each as a spy upon the other. 
Stratton, however, failed not to avail 
himself of the secret enfilade. Many 
hours he passed with me assuaging 
that grief, which, when alone, raged 
uncontrouled, and threatened a second 
deprivation of, reason; but grief, tho 
the most acute, is the most inconstant 
of all passions, the loss of Montford 
methought I never could have sur. 
vived; this too prevalent notion is but 
the romantic exuberance of affection 
in mettled youth, experience daily 
she wing that it exists but in imagina - 
R 6 ng 
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tion. In a few weeks the serenity of 
resignation returned, though I must 
acknowledge thesufferingsl underwent 
in that interval were unequalled, far 
sur passing the pangs I felt at my fa- 
ther's dissolution; for sympathy, in 


many instances, goes beyond nature. 


A final stop had been put to, David's 
amusement of chess-playing. since the 
above melancholy catastrophe, iby, his 
having been degraded from his post of 
head guard, at the command of Lord 
Leicester, who placed our escape from 
durance to his negle& or connivance. 
Freed thus from Powdras's nocturnal 
eneroachments, Strattgn and myself 
enjoyed uninterruptedly the time de- 
voted by others to rest and sleep. One 
night the fancy, came across him to 
take another view of Lancaster's cham- 
ber, chiefly to see if the doors which 
had favoured us on a former occasion, 
were still unfastened; no reluctance 
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on my part damped his wish, and to- 
nen we enen N 


ib. The mated 8 nee 
Fg same disorder as when we passed 
through it in our way to the platform; 
how did it recall afresh the mournfut 
remembrance of my slaughtered friend! 
The half burnt tuel still lay scattered 
on the hearth, and on the floor were 
thrown in rude confusion the furniture 
of the bed. As shoving these aside 
with my foot, I beheld one of the books 
sent me by Lord Dacre, and which I 
recolle&ed having lent Montford to 
amuse the tedious and solitary hours, 
Turning carelessly over the leaves, 
a paper dropt from them; on perusal 
1 found it to be the title-deeds of the 
Montford, estates in land 
4950q ein ; 
To this renowned and * known 
Nihon ceded, by Stephen, on some 
religious adjustments, to the Lancaster 


family, was annexed a rare and pecu- 
liar privilege, in that the grants it 
conferred were for ever exempt from 
confiscation, being held. on a tenure 
from the See of Rome; and without a 
formal dispensation from the Pontiff, 
it could not be alienated to the Sove- 
reignty of England, even though the 
possessor had been deprived of every 
temporal dignity, for high treason or 
other misdemeanonr. This inestimable 
schedule, unique in its endowment, 
known so well by the title of Urban's 
Deed, in default of male issue, de- 
scended to the female line, and was 
now, in consequence of her brother's 
death, entailed on Blanche; but by a 
subsequeſt date, Montford had, in case 
of her demise ere sbe attained her 
twenty - fifth year, made it over to me, 
unrestrained by legal ties. This peer- 
less privilege alone drew the envy, 
for many successive generations, of 
the highest and wealthiest Barons on 
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the Montfords, and many would have 
ste pt forth with thrice the value had it 
been tendered for gold. But though 
it would have been considered as an 
act of the blackest sacrilege, and that 
the father of Rome bad denounced 
heavy maledictions on them and their 
posterity, who dared attempt the least 
infringement of its perogatives, it ap- 
peared much depreciated to me, when 
that I considered it was subject to a 
Prince who had shown he was capable 
of violating the most sölemn con- 
tract by his flagrant perfidy : at Kenil- 
worth. © 

Intently engaged by the reading of 
this bond, Stratton called to me thrice 
before I attended to him; but on hear- 
ing footsteps without the door I hastily 
concealed the paper and ran towards 
the trap. The noisy tumult increased, 
some ponderous substance fell against 


* 
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the door, a shriek of terror follqwed, 
and then a cry of Spare me! spare 
me but one moment! We heard the 
pushing back the massy bars, we be- 
| held the key shine through the wards, 
but SAW no more, for leaping down 
the precipice; we slid the Ps and 
ran to our cells. 5 


4 What! have now. to tell thee will 
seem most incomprehensibly negli- 
gent, yet it is true. Such was the im- 
becile langyor our minds had sunk in 
previous, to the start, and such the 
precipitancy of our retreat; that. we 
were decoyed into an error which 
might haye concluded most fatally. 
Canst thou give credit when I, assert 
that we mistook our respective apart · 
ments, the one for the other; yet so it 
Was, 1 remained i in Stratton! room and 
he vent on to mine; nor was I tho- 
roughly undeceived until it was tog 


/ 
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late to remedy. our mistake; the door 
opened, and a strange man entered, as 
supposed Stratton's guard. Inex- 
pressibly provoked, I leaned against 
the chimney frame, depending on se- 
curity from the darkness that reigned 
around, for a smaller portion of light 
was here admitted by the lofty case- 
ments than in niy prison. As I wished, 
the delusion was not yet broke, and he 
Said in a tone musical to David's so. 
norous growl, I have an order from 
his Highness for your liberation, please 
you to come forth.” I stood irresolute 
how to act; but on his repeating the 
Salutation, I replied, advancing: to the 
entrance, If you bring a release to 
Prince Godfrey I am not he.“ The 
panic-struck wight surveyed me trem- 
bling, palid as his air-bleached hose. 
Still J walked on, and in the gallery 
was met by David, who, lately restored 
to his old employment, having also 
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beheld'the transfiguration in Stratton, 
in a far more piteous plight than his 
quaking comrade, ran howling with 
affright. Godfrey followed him; we 
smiled at their well-grounded con- 
sternation, but spoke not. A troop 
of soldiers environed us; we pro- 
ceeded until desired to stop by the 
officer first in command. The guards 
halted at the entrance, and we were 
. Ushered into the anti. chamber of the 
audience saloon, from whence came 
Lord Leicester, accompanied by four 
attendant noblemen. Many prelimi- 
' nary well- turned sentences over, he in- 
formed us, that the King and his chosen 
counsellors, Who had since morning 
been sitting in debate on what measures 
should be carried into effect with re- 
gard to the prisoners that remained, 
had, at last, adopted those which he 
would then comprehensively lay before 
us. Edward, in consideratien of the 
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regard he entertained for my father, 
and the parental affection he bore me 
in my childhood, mercifully consented 
to wave a public trial, but banished me 
for ever his presence. Lord Leicester 
concluded by adding, that from Ed- 
ward's respect for the last behest of his 
favourite D'Spencer, who had made 
over the domain of Clenville to me 
three hours previous to his fall by as. 
tassination, I was permitted to enjoy 
the inheritance; but from that day was 
rendered incapable of holding any 
office under his Highness's sway. 


* Stratton's remission of punishment 
rested solely on the extenuating proof 
of his never having borne arms against 
the Majesty of England but in the case 
of Kenilworth battle; yet the price of 
his liberty, without which he should 
not regain it, depended on his giving 
an oath never to deviate from the 
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peaceful and lowly course he had hither. 
to observed; to confine his future resi- 
dence to the kingdom he was then in, 
and'still to be known by his assumed 
name of Stratton. Leicester ceased, 
and Godfrey replied. *« To take up 
an offensive weapon, except in self. 
defence, or that of -oppressed indivi- 
duals, I never shall; thus far for the 
first article; but I cannot yield impli- 
eitly to the second: either restore 
me uncontrouled freedom, or retain 
me in trammels; sounds are to me 
indifferent, and whether I am called 
Prince Godfrey or Herdsman Stratton, 
is, totally immaterial, but wave the 
peecant ceremonial of an oath, I will be 
— bound by none, voluntary adjuration 
in a very trifle (for such it is when you 
may enlarge me without the insisture) 
is a species of profanation; and an ap- 
pral to the Divinity, exacted by compul- 
sion, is neither obligatory or binding.“ 
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Leicester deigned not a reply, but with 
haughty superiority on his brow, de- 
parted through the folding doors into 
the royal saloon, taking with him the 
n he had rer n Stratton 
to si — 


Oh n thou camelion of va- 
riegated dyes, thou watery bow, co- 
loured by the smiling rays of Fortune's 
sun! every feature from stiff and su- 

percilious formality relaxed on his re- 
turn, to the grossest smirk of compli- 
mentary kindness and abje& compla- 
cency. All objections: are cancelled, 
you are free, exclainied the soothing, 
soft-tongued courtier; may I congra- 
tulate myself 'on the honour of your 
residence at Pemboll manor until your 
own is prepared for your reception? 
My barge now awaits; I will conduct 
you from these-detestable walls to the' 
banks of the Thame, and from thence 
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ve will goto the * of friendship and 
u. oF | 


E Vatimely courtesy is disgusting, we 
coolly declined the frothy invitation. I 
meant to depart immediately for Clen- 
ville, and claimed from Stratton his 
never given promise to accompany me 
thither. Leicester, with obsequious 
cringes, beseeched us to make a con- 
venience of him in whatsoever shape 
necessity might prompt: after which 
be went back to the saloon, accom- 
panied by his fawning satellites, The 
only impediment to our instantly 
quitting Worcester, was a failure of 
the means to procure horses, for neither 
Stratton nor mysel could raise a single 
piece after paying the unreasonable 
exact ions of David and his honest com- 
rades, for the strict and upright care 
they had taken of us whilst under their 


charge. 
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Stratton recollecting he had left his 
diary behind bim, returned to his 
apartment to fetch it, and appointed 
to meet me at the Target, a small house 
for public accommodation in the su- 
burbs of the town. On leaving the 
outward wall of the Castle, I breathed 
a pious ejaculation to the Almighty for 
our deliverance, and turning to take a 
last survey of the prison, I beheld Nor- 
man O'Connor advancing. With spark- 
ling looks of sincere gratulation, If 
to Clenville you are bound,” said he, © I 
have horses in wait.“ I perceived he 
cast an inquisitive glance around; wil- 
ling to spare him the question, I ex- 
plained that Stratton would join me at 
the Target, whither I was then going. 
Norman thus assured, opened to me 
what he had purposely postponed men- 
tioning till I could listen to it with 
some alloy of disappointment. This 
was the failure of young Eustace de 
Erick blane's expedition, whereby he 


408 LIEWELLIN. 


feared that Blanche was irrecoverably 
lost. The shock would have been met 
as such had I heard it when confined, 
but now that ] could boast of liberty 
and power myself to prosecute the 
search after the poor wanderer, Iscarce 
suffered it to dwell upon my mind. 
J next enquired for Vincent. The 
silly boy, said Norman, has brought 
himself into a woeful difficulty; some 
hours since, by an inconsiderate ex- 
pression dropt in the hearing of Lord 
Leicester, importing that Earl Morti- 
mer's head was the fittest to fall under 
the executioner's axe, and that they 
would have done right to let Mont- 
ford's stand where God had placed it. 
These words were reported to the 
wrathful Earl, who ordered him to be 


detained and closely confined in the 


chamber formerly Lancaster's; but. J 
will not leave the town till 1 can 
eſſect his sanctioned release or private 
escape.“ This accounted for the dis- 


3 
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turbance and cries Stratton and my- 
self overheard whilst in the deserted 
cell. I could only lament the kind 
youth's rashness, and rely upon the + 
known assiduity of Norman for his 
early emancipation. By the time we 
reached the Target, my. friend's ab- 
stracted gaze and incoherent answers 
shewed bis mind was wandering. This 
I placed to his expectation of the com- 
ing of Stratton; for I must premise, 
that in the prison interview not a 
glance or syllable was exchanged be- 
tween them. I stood, with much soli- 
citude, awaiting their rencontre: but 
my expectations were defeated; for as 
Stratton approached, Norman re- 
treated. On quitting me, he gave me 
to understand that he would send 
horses straitly, and be at Clenville 
himself when he had procured Vin- 
cent's discharge; as likewise refreshing 
my memory with the name of the 
vor. 1. 8 


— 
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nunnery to which my sister Emma 
** retired. 


* I 8 that prejudice sbould 
sever hearts congenial in noble excel- 
lencies! Wretched Baliol! thus to 
monopolize gratitude, subvert and 
contract a soul nature had formed mu- 
nificent and expanded ! His spirit,“ 
said I, is at variance with his judg- 
ment: a false notion of honour makes 
him shun Stratton, whilst humanity and 
justice inspire him with admiration for 
a character challenging universal love. 


At the persuasion of the landlord, 
under whose sign we were standing, 
and who invited us in with lowly greet- 
ings, we ordered refreshments, and ac- 
cepted seats in a small adjoining ves- 
tibule. My first design was to have 
gone to Clenville; but a pleasing duty 
superseded that intention; and I con- 
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sulted with Stratton whether I should 


first see my sister, and soften the harsh 
tidings of Lancaster's death, by being 


myself the niessenger, should it not 
yet have reached her. Stratton ac- 
quiesced in this, and professed his rea- 
diness to set off for Clenville; there to 
have every due preparation made, 
should Emma intimate a desire of leav- 
ing the monastery. From Clenville 


he would ride on to Winchester, take 


a view of his forsaken hamlet, cheer 


his brethren by his presence, and then 
join me in Wiltshire. Affairs finally 


arranged, we parted. 


Arrived at Sion, to avoid alarming 


my sister by an unprepared interview, 


left my horse at an inn, and strolled 
about the town, reflecting on how I 
should meliorate the killing affliction 
that must spring from the knowledge 


of her affianced Lord's untimely end. 


_ Ere I was aware of it I reached the 
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gates of the convent in which Emma 
had taken sanctuary. Time latterly 
had fled so wholly unremarked by me, 
that the purple decorations of the altar 
1 distinguished through the window of 
the outward church alone inſormed me 


that it was Passion Week. As the ser- 


vice of Tenebres was then performing, 
methought the interval could not be 


_ - Spent more profitably nor pleasurably 


than in attending to the documents of 


At the instant of extending my hand 
to the font, on entering the chancel, 


a figure clad in a purple cloak, thrown 


carelessly over the leſt shoulder, 
brushed rudely past me, and turning 


short, stood some time in a fixed irre- 


solute attitude; but without suffering 
the smallest part of his face to be seen. 
A deepsigh—nay, a convulsive groan, 
struck on my ear: he thrust his hand 
into the holy bason, and taking water 
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in his palm, sprinkled me with it; 
then slowly glided on, and took a seat 
near the iron railing that divided the 


convent from the town church. Im- 
pressed with unaccountable sensations 
at this incomprehensible action and 


very mysterious stranger, I stood the 


gaze of many a gaping passenger. That 


he knew me was beyond a doubt. As 


it was not possible to get a seat on the 
same row with him, I took one a few 


benches behind, determined narrowly | 


to watch his motions. 


— 


The service continued until the al. 
lotted time for withdrawingthe parti- 
tion veil the hand of a chorister pull- 


ed the cord, and exposed to view the 
saint-like assembly. I strove to read 
the lineaments of those virgins in 
worldly habits; but the extent of space 


between thwarting my hope of de. 


scrying Emma, I relinquished unwil. 


lingly the attempt, and confined wet 


8 3 


* 
- k pe 
— woe _ ” —— er woo « —_— —_—_ 


14. _ LLEWELLIN./ 


scrutinizing looks to the mystic stran- 
ger. Previous to the removal of the 
curtain, he had poured, with apparent 
steadfast diligence, over his breviary; 
but the silk impediment thrown back, 
the gospel, service, priest, and Hea- 
ven, vanished before a sentiment that 
now governed his soul with despotic 
Sway. | 


Whilst that the acolythe extinguished 
the tapers, I, unseen, advanced three 
rows nearer to him. The benediction 
_ commenced—he remained totally in- 
attentive: the ritual ceremony of strik- 
ing riotously with hands and feet he 
did not join in. The anthems began, 
and the vestal choristers advanced in 
rotation. A visible agitation now ap- 
peared throughout his frame. A vir- 
gin, covered with a snow white crape 
that enveloped her whole person, 
took her stand, and sung Stabat 
mater. No words can paint the ex- 


. 
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tacy this enrapturing voice conveyed : 
the matchless strain, like a breath of 
incense, rose to the highest sky, a 
peace offering for all sins. Who, ah! 
who,” methought, is this enchantress? 
By her dress neither a votary or novi- 
ciate. Her form denotes personal per- 
fection: those magic tones bespeak the 
wealth of virtue and sensibility !* The 
stranger silently agreed with me in 
opinion: he pressed against the gilded 
bars — panted as if entranced then, at 
a passage wherein the voice trembled 
in a plaintive voluntary, his feelings 
were subdued, and he wept aloud. 


The anthem ceased the service con- 
cluded; but yet he moved not from 
his seat. Resolved not to depart ere 
he did, I sauntered round the chapel, 
under the pretext'of examining the en- 
tablatures, and a. worked altar piece, 
representing the Ascension. On look- 
ing back, 1 perceived that he and I 
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. were alone remaining of the numerous 
congregation. He was in the act of 
putting aside the curtain drawn to by 


the acolythe, and was gazing into the 
interior church. An unusual tremor 


pervaded my frame. I felt a warmth 
ol curiosity that irresistibly impelled me 


also to lift the erimson interfulgent veil; 
but the convent chapel was deserted. 
The stranger observed me, and started 


away: I pursued. We again stopped 


in the porch—again he plunged his 


hand into the marble font; but in lieu 


of sprinkling me, as he did heretofore, 
he threw the water in my face with 


such force, and so superabundantly, 


that it favoured. his departure ere I 
could recover vision to note his track. 


Half smiling at this ingenious re- 
source in emergency, yet more than 
ever inflamed with desire to learn who 
he was, I made up to a young chorister 
erossing the ailes; and after many 
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slight interrogations of no moment, [ 
introduced a mention of the stranger; 
but the boy could inform me no fur - 
ther than that he occasionally resided 
at a small habitation on the banks of 
the Thames, near the convent; he had 
been long remarked as one of the most 
pious among the congregation; but 
though he attended divine service daily, 
he was observed to be more affected at 
a strain of harmony than the best and 
godliest discourse delivered by the holy 
Swithin. He hath often been seen to 
weep,” said the youth, at the solemn 
peal of the organ, or the choristers 
chaunt of Halleluiah; but more fre- 
quently when the nuns tune the an- 
thems of the day.“ This was all the 
information the boy could render me 
concerning the object of my inquiry; 
and as I had far more important cares 
to turn my thoughts to, I dismissed his 
image from my mind. 


| 
\ . 
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- Sible that night, I determined no lon- 
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| Anxious to get to Clenville if pos- 


ger to delay a meeting with my sister; 


and on entering the outward- apart- 
ments of the convent, I sent a verbal 
message to Emma by an attendant ves. 


tal, and in a moment I clasped this 


beloved treasure in my arms. An in- 
quisitive glance at her expressive coun- 


tenance endeavoured to learn whether 


my tidings brought novelty. Alas 


it seemed so, for health sparkled not 
on her cheek, and the lustre of cheer- 


fulness glittered no more in those pel- 


Jucid orbs. Her first words were en- 
quiries after Blanche. I related the 


many endeavours that had been set on 


foot to gain some intelligence of her; 
but that all having proved nugatory, 
I should, in a few days, take up the 


search with vigorous promptitude. 


From timid delicacy, and to protract 
the agonizing sorrow it must give her, 


nov 
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did she not already know his fate, I 


carefully refrained from mention of 
Montford's name: but on her passing 
to indifferent subjects without taking 
the slightest notice of what so nearly 
affected us both, I could no longer for- 
bear demanding, why she asked not for 
Montford ? * Ah! unhappy Montford!” 
Sighed she— peace to his soul!“ The 
air of calm indifference with which she 
spoke this, raised in me a desire to 
know when the neus of his execu- 
tion had reached her; as, perhaps, 


thought I, the edge of grief way by _ 


this have worn progressively away .— 
« Monica,' she replied, © communicated 
it to me yesterday.“ A conscious blush 
olerspread her forehead. Yesterday !* 
repeated I— yesterday, it was told 
you your affianced husband bled by the 
disgraceful hand of a hired caitiff! and 
Incomparable,exalted Emma! 
how effeminate—how enervated must 
I then be! Oh! my sister thy bro- 
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ther is a very weakling; for the dart 
that rebounds from - your unflawed 
breast struck me down, transfixed me 
to the earth, making me kiss the very 
brink of an early grave.“ I gave it—l 
meant it as an inwove piece of extol- 
ment and reproof: she saw not the first 
— felt the latter, and burst into a pas- 
sionate flood of tears. 
These pearly resistless supplicants 
instilled remorse in me for wounding 
the gentle spirit of my darling love.— 
With every argument of fondness and 
contrition for my fault, I appeased this 
piteous storm: but much hesitation, 
many broken sentences, and change of 
colour, were the replies to my ques- 
tion of, whether she would go with me 
to Clenville, or remain some time 
longer among the sisterhood ? On re- 
| marking the pain my request for a de- 
finitive ansver gave, I urged-it no 
more; and willing to change the topic 
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of discourse, I asked what: youthful 
virgin it was that had hymned the 
Stabat mater at Tenebres? She 
smiled, saying, no wonder her voice 
was altered to my ear; for hitherto her 


tones had breathed life and merriment: 


but that since her admittance into 
the nunnery she had applied herself 
assiduously to become acquainted with 
the principles of the science; and that, 


under an able instructress, she had 


made that proficiency in church music 
which entitled her on particular occa- 
sions to be given the choicest selections 
to sing. 
: The knowledge that the seraphie 
maid, who had entranced by sound 
every soul that caught it, was my 
Emma, brought with it a suspicion 
that the stranger arrayed in purple and 
my fluctuating. sister were not totally 
unacquainted: I conceived also that he 
might have some share in her reluct. 
VOL, 1. 1 | 


= 


„ * * 


822 mW. 


' ance to name her future residence; 
and that it was he who had trans - 
formed the soft and feeling Emma into 
an heroine of resignation. But though 
circumstances combining gave these 
suggestions a shew of probability, yet 
as the strictest tenderness is the safest 
auxiliary to employ in dealings with 
the sex, I gave not the most remote 
hint of my doubts; but rested with in- 
treating her to resolve whether she 
would quit Sion for her favourite Clen · 
ville, as Blanche would then crave my 
aid. | x : k 3 


I be gaiety so peculiar to her temper 
Feturned in a dimpled consent to go: 
and at the moment she sprung out of 
the room, leaving me to bid the com- 
munity farewel. Vain, triff ing, in- 
consistent- weman {* thought I, when 
alene , So many whims are the capri- 
cious'zexanbjedt to, that how may I be 
+  , ssured but that compulsion was in, no 
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5 wise used in Blanche's flight from Ke- 


nilworth; and that she now blesses a 
worthier than myself? But love and 


inconstancy are alike spontaneous, and 


we should neither be forward in com- 
mending the first, or censuring the 
latter. \ | ONS: 
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